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The Holy Spirit…
The Gifts Part I
As we have been talking about Discernment, it is more of a
question of who rather than what, when, where, how or
why. Who is the Holy Spirit…. Holy Spirit where are you
leading me?
As St. Mary has completed another round of
Confirmation with our young people, I was amazed at their
commitment to the Formation process for the Sacrament.
I was impressed by how our Confirmandi wanted God
so close to them in their daily lives and how one student
wrote…”really digging deeper into the faith”
Also as we have begun the Repair, Repaint, and Re-light
of the interior our Church building, it is the Holy Spirit
who leads toward that interior renewal in our life with
Christ.
Pope Francis in his Homily on Pentecost 2014 said…
“The Holy Spirit teaches us: he is the Interior Master. He
guides us along the right path, through life’s challenges.
He teaches us the path, the way. In the early times of the
Church, Christianity was called “the way” (cf. Acts 9:2),
and Jesus himself is the Way.”
The Holy Spirit teaches us to follow him, to walk in his
footprints. … the Holy Spirit is a master of life.”
For St. Mary’s Parish the Holy Spirit has truly been our
Master and Commander through good and problematic
times. The Advocate leads us (and those who have gone
before us in our Parish family) through the straits of life
and death into the dawn of eternal life.
Our Newsletter articles in the subsequent months will be
discussing Gifts of the Holy Spirit, or more specifically:
How does the Holy Spirit lead all of us in this life?
God Love you… Fr. Voelker

Prayer before Mass during our renovations

Transformed
by the

Spirit

Come, Holy Spirit,
fill the hearts of your faithful
and enkindle in them
the fire of your love.
V. Send forth Your Spirit
and they shall be created.
R. And you shall renew
the face of the earth.
Let us pray.
O God, Who did instruct
the hearts of the faithful
by the light of the Holy Spirit,
grant us in the same Spirit
to be truly wise,
and ever to rejoice
in His consolation.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Pilgrimage To Pilsen
Happy 15th Ordination Anniversary

Friday, June 23rd—Pilsen, KS. We will be leaving St. Mary
parking lot (carpooling) at 2:00pm. The cost is $10 per
person. There will be a meal following Mass and tour. Sign
up sheet is in the back of church.

Both Fr. Voelker and Fr. Garza from Our Lady of Guadalupe
celebrated their 15th ordination anniversary on May 25th.
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Church Renovations
Beginning June 5th the complete removal and replacement of the church
roof will begin. Also beginning that day the pews will be removed and
scaffolding will be raised to begin the plaster repair and painting. All
daily Masses during renovations will be in the school chapel at 5:30pm
Tu-Fri. Weekend Masses will remain at our normal times and will be in
the school gym. *Reminder to not park in the Church of the Nazarene's
parking lot. We expect to be back in the church by the weekend of July
15. Thank you for your support and understanding this summer!
Murals will also be
cleaned while
scaffolding is in
place. They will not
be painted over.
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Example below left would be
behind the crucifix but with the
“crosses with crown” stencil
shown here,
in
in gold leaf.

The coves behind the statues on either
side of the sanctuary as well as the panels
on either side of the crucifix would be
similar to the example above, but with a
blue outline and stenciling, similar to
what is already there.

Above: Color palette will be
a subtle change from our
current colors, moving from
the white and grey to more of
the tan colors with accents.
Below: a closer look at a
stencil that may be used
behind the front statues
The Wichita Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception is the model for our color scheme.
The church design and renovation will be under the
artistic direction of Godfrey Ecclesiastical Art. The two
artists who will be here this summer will be Dolores
Patterson (who has been to St. Mary twice before
restoring statues) and her cousin Belinda Godfrey.
Belinda is a third generation Ecclesiastical Artist
specializing in stenciling and interior church design. She
will also be helping Dolores with the 14 station statues.
Godfrey Ecclesiastical Art, based out of Divide, CO, is
dedicated to the restoration and preservation of the
valuable works of art found in Catholic Churches and
Chapels across the United States.
Working under the direction of Belinda Godfrey will be
the Koehn Painting company. Koehn has painted several
buildings for St. Mary including most recently the interior
of the rectory in the summer of 2015 and the last interior
painting of the church in the 1990s. They will also remove

all the pews which will be stored in storage trailers in the
parking lot during the renovations. All statues will be
stored and renovated in the parish center.
Roofing Services Unlimited will do a complete
replacement of the roof of the church. This will include
removing 3 layers of asphalt roofing and 1 layer of wood
shingles and replacing it with a brand new roof.
We have been presented with several options for
stenciling. The complete recommended stencil work
would be an additional $50,000. We are discerning how
much of this we are able to do this summer. We are
asking parishioners to consider a donation towards the
stenciling. If you would like more of an explanation of
the artist’s vision please don’t hesitate to call the church
office. We also plan to have an open house sometime in
late June to see the progress in the church.
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Sue Schmidt Retires
By: Anastasia Leininger
Anytime you’ve placed money in the offering basket—
you’ve had contact with Sue Schmidt.
While Sue has been an active member of St. Mary’s
Parish for nearly 47 years, for the past twelve, her title has
also included “Business Manager.”
“It was about twelve years ago,” Sue explained. “As I
walked out of adoration one evening, I received a call from
Fr. Jim asking if I’d like to accept the open position.” With
St. Mary’s being very much a part of Sue’s everyday life—
it was an offer she couldn’t refuse. Sue immediately went
to work, overseeing the financial needs of the parish—
counting collections, stewardship contributions, managing
the budget, tracking campaigns, and most importantly
tending to the needs of the parish.
“Every day is different,” said Sue. Other than mere
financial duties, Sue has also assisted in managing the
parish office and offering aid and resources to homeless
individuals seeking help from St. Mary’s. The most
challenging parts of being a business manager were
tracking two large fundraising campaigns. “It involved
long work days and so much accounting,” said Sue. “But
in the end, we made both of our goals and came out debt
free!”
Growing up in South Dakota and eventually moving to
Denver, and then Hesston, Sue’s career has focused on

Welcome Lisa Kemph
Welcome to Lisa Kemph who will be taking Sue Schmidt's
position as Parish Controller! A graduate of Newton High
School, Lisa brings familiarity with the area and extensive
financial experience to this position. She earned her
Bachelors of Business Administration degree in Finance
from Wichita State University, after which she worked at
Midland National Bank as an internal auditor. Lisa then
spent 14 years as an investment manager in Wichita, and
in 2008 joined Koch Industries as a commercial manager
in their petrochemical and fertilizers businesses. April was
a big month for Lisa, as she retired from Koch Industries
and joined the Church, officially becoming a member of
St. Mary Parish. Lisa is now enjoying spending more time

helping others control
finances. After her
long,
successful
career, she is finally
ready to retire and
after receiving yet
another phone call as
she walked out of
adoration
twelve
years later, she’s
convinced it’s the
right time.
“This
time, while walking
out of adoration, I
received a phone call from Fr. Voelker confirming that he
had found my replacement,” explained Sue. “I came in
with a phone call after adoration and now I’m retiring the
same way.” As a note of interest, Sue has kept the same
hour of adoration since the chapel opened 27 years ago.
While Sue may be “retiring,” she will continue serving
on Finance Counsel, the Altar Society, and on the Board of
Directors for the Harvey County Homeless Shelter—all of
which are very important to her. “Finishing my career
working for the parish is like icing on the cake.”
As for her free time, Sue plans to spend time with her
husband, Marlin, and her grandchildren, friends, as well as
enjoy the occasional day trip to her and her husband’s
favorite wineries.
with her family and helping her husband who recently
started his own auto/boat repair business. We're thrilled to
have Lisa's financial expertise and fresh enthusiasm for the
faith as a part of our parish community!

Son Will, Lisa, Will’s girlfriend Staci graduating from
Emporia State, daughter Lauren and Husband Bill

Glory Be To God, He Heals!
On Sunday, May 21st the adult choir sang their final Mass before taking the
summer off. Following Mass they gathered for a party. Pictured here are 3
members of the choir who have all undergone open heart surgery in the past
year. From left to right, John Wise, Zelie Tierney (daughter of choir director
Rob Tierney) and Bonnie Nguyen. As you can see from their smiles everyone
is doing GREAT! We are amazed and humbled by God’s good graces and all
of the prayers and support of our wonderful community here at St. Mary!
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Discovering Christ & The Christlife Series
By: Karen McAnulty, Christlife Core Team Member
Discovering Christ, Following Christ & Sharing Christ.
What does that even mean? I’ve been a Catholic all of my
life! Surely I don’t need to discover Christ. And am I not
already following Him? I go to church every Sunday and
on Holy Days. And Sharing Christ? That sounds too much
like evangelization! This may be what you are thinking.
Honestly, several years ago, this is what I might have
thought.
However, two years ago, Rob Tierney (St. Mary Pastoral
Assistant) called and invited me to a pilot program at the
Spiritual Life Center. I felt like I was being pulled to do
more in my Faith, but I was a little uncertain as to what
that was going to be. When I spoke to Father a few days
later, he assured me that we were just going to check it out
and I was under no obligation to go any further with it
once the 7 weeks were over. At that point, I committed
myself to going.
Discovering Christ was held on Monday nights, and the
idea of “giving up” my Monday evenings after a full day
of teaching was something that weighed heavily on me.
Deep down though, I knew it was what I was being called
to do.
Through the pilot, and then especially through the 3 part
program we just completed here at St. Mary, I can now say
that it truly was the Holy Spirit calling me. I can’t tell
you what it is like to be in a room with 15 to 70 other
people who are feeling His presence; people who are on
the same path, but in different places in developing a
personal relationship with Christ. That is something
everyone has to experience on their own. I can assure you,

though, if you are honestly searching for more, this may be
exactly what you need.
Each week, we gathered for a meal and music. A video
with the week’s teaching was next, with Small Group
discussion following. In the end we came together for
announcements, short discussion and prayer. The time we
spent together was precious and true friendships have been
made. Most of the small group I started with ended
together with both sadness and joy in our new found or
renewal of our relationship with Christ.
So, what’s next? According to Rob Tierney, "We will be
open for where the spirit leads us as to how the Christlife
program will develop at St. Mary. What is certain is that
as a parish we are committed to encouraging our
parishioners to develop a personal relationship with
Christ. We find the Christlife program beginning with the
critical "Discovering Christ" experience being a great tool
to do this and an essential part of our St. Mary way of life.
We encourage all parishioners to participate at some point
during the upcoming years."
Do not be afraid, He is with you always.

Recap Of Other Lenten Programs
There was much fruit from the various programs offered
this past Lent. Fr. Voelker’s Study Class on Paul’s
Letter to the Romans was well attended, video recordings
of each of these lecture classes will be available through
our parish website. The Kapaun’s Men group met every
Friday morning during Lent going through the “Virtue
Series” curriculum. The group enjoyed their fellowship so
much that they have decided to continue meeting every
month on the second Friday morning at 6am. All men are
invited to join them for a good breakfast and fellowship.
Women of our parish met weekly to study and discuss the
book “Walk in her Sandals”. New friends were made,
bonds strengthened, tears shed and faith affirmed through
this wonderful book. The Mothering with Mary Single
Mom’s Group began, led by Jodie Beeson and Evelyn
Stabler. These amazing mothers gained strength and
encouragement from each other and enjoyed childcare and
dinner being provided for them. A new online tool that
was used to help coordinate meals for this program as well

as the Christlife program was Mealtrain. The online
system has worked very well and we look forward to
using it for other parish functions in the future. Happening
the first weekend of Lent was the overnight chastity retreat
for 8th grade students and their parents called Project
Freedom. The 11 students who attended had a wonderful
experience learning about living a life of virtue. Parents
attended a workshop about raising teenagers and keeping
them close to our faith.
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Discover The Fun, Adventure And Learning In Scouts!
By: Joanne Ruggiero
St. Mary Parish sponsors both a Cub Scout Pack (1st
through 5th grade boys) and a Boy Scout Troop (6th grade
– 18 year old boys). With 31 Cub Scouts and 16 Boy
Scouts we have quite the thriving program. Last summer,
the Boy Scouts spent a week at Quivira Scout Ranch in
Sedan, KS where they earned their Tenderfoot, Second
Class and First Class ranks, canoed, swam, and fished.
Encounters with wildlife are not uncommon at camp but
the boys were not very happy about sharing their tent with
a tarantula! The Boy Scouts also took a 50 mile canoe
trip on the Current River in Missouri and earned several
merit badges at Merit Badge College in Hutchinson.
Several of our older Cub Scouts camped at Camp
Kanza for three days and two nights. They had a great
time swimming, fishing, shooting bow and arrows and BB
guns, doing leather crafts, listening to nature talks, and
surviving a lengthy thunderstorm. A favorite event
occurred in January as the Cub Scouts held their annual
Pinewood Derby, while in February the Cub Scouts took a
trip “Around the World” at the Blue and Gold Banquet
which featured a performance by the Azteca dancers.
Both the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts participate in
community service projects as well as several fundraisers

throughout the year. From singing Christmas carols at
Presbyterian Manor to cleaning up debris around Harvey
County East Lake to hosting a dodgeball tournament to
putting up American flags on national holidays, the Scouts
are very active in our community.
Scouting provides an opportunity to build character,
develop citizenship skills, achieve personal fitness and
learn outdoor skills. Scouting also emphasizes family
involvement which allows you to make the most of the
short time you have to impact the lives of your children.
If you’d like to get in on the adventure and get involved in
the Scouting program, please call Mike Ruggiero at
772-7896.

High School Youth In Action! By: Carrie Weber, CYM leader
CYM Attends DCYC
On March 11th and 12th, fourteen high school youth of
St. Mary and OLG joined over two hundred other high
schoolers from around the diocese at the Diocesan
Catholic Youth Conference (DCYC) in Wichita. The
weekend included talks from the Keynote speaker, Doug
Tooke, choices of various breakout sessions, a very
moving adoration and confession hour, a banquet style
dinner with awards, a late night dance, and Sunday
morning Mass with Bishop Kemme. Recognized this year
for their excellent efforts and participation in CYM were,
Joseph Mick (Light of Christ Award), Ryan Littlejohn
(Outstanding Catholic Youth Award), and Marlie Wagner
(Outstanding Catholic Youth Award). The conference also
included elections for the upcoming year's Diocesan
Catholic Youth Board (DCYB). Two of our wonderful
leaders have been selected to serve! Ryan Littlejohn was
re-elected for a second term and Abby Weber was newly
elected.
CYM Amazing Race!
Rain or shine the Race is on! This year it was rain. Six
teams of two high schoolers and their fearless drivers
raced around town finding clues and completing tasks. All
had hopes of crossing the secret finish line first and

claiming the prize. After sinking basketball shots, every
flavor bean roulette, trivia questions, and paperclip fishing
(just to name a few), the team of Kylie Martin and Haley
O'Neal were the victors! Thanks to all who volunteered to
help with the race!
Graduation Mass
Several of our graduating high school seniors were
recognized at the Sunday morning Mass on April 30th.
Those in attendance were Kris van der Weg, Sam
Blaufuss, Joseph Mick, and Michael Kelso.
Congratulations to all! Remember to keep God first in all
you do!
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Little Flowers Tea Party
By: Charisse Tierney, Little Flowers Leader
The Little Flowers Girls’ Club donned their hats and gloves
for their Spring Tea on April 1. The theme “Be A Fool For
Christ” and some silly food were in keeping with April
Fool’s Day, while various prayer stations gave the afternoon
the feel of a Lenten retreat. In between courses of tea and
treats, the girls and their guests learned various ways to pray,
including how to pray spontaneously, pray with scripture,
and pray in silence. The girls got to take home instructional
prayer packets based on the book Pray With Me: Seven
Simple Ways To Pray With Your Children by Grace Mazza
Urbanski, and three lucky girls won comic-style books about
the lives of three different female saints. It was a fun
afternoon of strengthening friendships, enjoying good food,
and nurturing souls!

Children’s Choir Spring Field Trip
The St. Mary Children’s Choir had a fantastic year! In
addition to singing at Mass the group has had several
performances outside of church, including a spring field
trip to Bishop Carrol HS and the Spiritual Life Center
where they prayed/sang the outdoor stations of the cross.
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Roaring 20’s Auction Celebrates School And Faith Success

By: Cathy Guyer, SMCS PTO president
St. Mary Catholic School building improvement
fundraising is led by parents, so 20 years ago a committee
was formed, praying for guidance that an auction was the
way to raise necessary funds. No one really knew exactly
how to plan such an event or how it would go, but the
founding committee worked diligently and in April 1997,
the first school auction was held in the gym and was
successful beyond expectations. “I had people tell me that
it was a great event, but that there was no way the
community would continue to support it after a couple of
years,” said Jack Sims, an original auction committee cofounder. “To see it still going and having great success is a
testament to our community, parishes and to the parents of
St. Mary.”
That success was evident at the 20th Anniversary St.
Mary Catholic School Auction, April 29. The school gym
continues to host the event, but the decoration committee
transformed the recreation area into an incredible display.
The Flappers and Fellas Roaring 20’s theme was evident
with a big band recreation wall display, 15 foot chandelier
hanging in the center and a grand marquee, hand-created
and mounted atop the ticket booth, exclusive for the event.
Auction guests even got into the theme sporting flapper
styled attire and 20’s era get-ups while browsing over 200
items up for auction.
The night was a special opportunity to recognize and
thank an incredible St. Mary Catholic School teacher,
Sister Rosemary Sieg, who is celebrating her 60th year
teaching. An ordained sister with the Congregation of St.
Joseph, Sister Rosemary has reached many students lives
in the Wichita Diocese through her teaching. Except for a
short time in Grove, Texas, she spent her tenure teaching at
schools within the Wichita Diocese. St. Mary has been
especially blessed to have her expertise and example here
for the majority of her years. “In 1969 my dad passed
away. They let me teach at St. Mary to be close to my
mother after that,” Sister Rosemary recalls. “I still was

moved after that to a couple of schools, but came back to
Newton again and to stay in 1983.” Sister helps students in
their Catholic religious studies and prepares them for the
yearly Catechism testing required by the Diocese. “Every
year has been different,” explains Sister. “I really enjoy the
parents and children and the relationships I created through
the years.” It’s those relationships that keeps her enjoying
the work she does. “Sister is a beautiful example to our
children, especially our young girls, of living a religious
life in our modern world,” said Principal Philip Stutey at
the event. “We are so thankful to have her.”
The evening was a great success, netting around
$65,000, from the auction and raffle tickets. The school
plans to use the money to enhance security around the
campus to keep students, staff and buildings safe. The
balance will be directed to improve the science curriculum.
Each year, the auction funds a different project along with
helping to fill the gaps with budget shortfalls. “Our
committee is working on this project throughout the year
with weekly meetings starting in January,” explains Mike
Ruggiero, auction committee member. “We have a great
group of very dedicated volunteers who devote hundreds of
hours to soliciting, packaging, cataloging, designing and
marketing the event. It is a success due to this core group
of committee volunteers.”
It’s that dedication that keeps the St. Mary Catholic
School Auction going despite community nay-sayers all
those years ago. “It’s an example to the kids how we use
our talents and time to improve our faith community,” said
Jack Sims. “It’s such a legacy to pass on an event like this
to each generation of parents. I look forward to seeing it
continue for another 20 years.”
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11 Join The Church At Easter Vigil
By: Mark Frazier, RCIA teacher
In his semi-fictional novel, Godric, Frederick Buechner
tells the story of 12th century Saint Godric of Finchale. In
the story, the holy man travels on pilgrimage to Jerusalem
and bathes in the river Jordan, where he exclaims,
“Oh Lord, the coolness of the river’s touch!… I felt I
had, myself, no weight at all. The soul, set free from flesh
at last, must know such peace. And oh, the heart, the
heart! In Jordan to my chin, I knew not if I laughed or
wept but only that the untold weight of sin upon my heart
was gone.”
At this past Easter Vigil, three catachumens and eight
candidates, found what was, perhaps, a similar experience
as they concluded the RCIA journey into full communion
with the Church. After months of study and preparation,
after first confessions for the candidates, and baptism for
the catechumens, they received their first communion. It
was a glorious and inspirational end to the beginning of

their spiritual journeys.
Please pray for all of them
as they continue to grow in
their faith.
RCIA classes will begin
again this fall. Please
encourage anyone who has expressed interest in our
Catholic faith to contact either Fr. Voelker, or Mark
Frazier. The classes are open to all (including St. Mary
parishioners!)
Like St. Godric, may all proclaim, “…this I know. The
Godric that waded out of the Jordan soaked and dripping
wet that day was not the Godric that went wading in.”

Altar Society News
By: Kathy Chouinard, Altar Society President
Many exciting FUN things have been happening for the
Altar Society Ladies of the parish. We have had Bingo
Night for the patrons of Midtown Towers, took a bus trip
to tour the Cathedral, had an Easter Egg hunt, enjoyed an
interesting Mystery Meal, and finally we hosted the RCIA
reception, the refreshments for the cemetery clean-up, and
the Mother's Brunch. We continue to fund the altar needs
of the parish including the candles, the wine, the hosts, the
vestments, a new pall, a new Holy Water bucket, the
cleaning supplies of the church and the dry cleaning bills
for the altar wear to name just a few. We APPRECIATE
the ladies of the parish that support us in their time, and
talent to make these things possible.
We still have cookbooks for purchase. They make a
great wedding gift, graduation gift, or birthday gift. They
are available for purchase at the church office for $10.00.
Also it is not too late to pay your Altar Society Dues of
$10.00. You can drop this in the collection basket with
your name and Altar Society Dues written on the front of
your envelope. We also want to thank the parishioners that
drop their envelopes in the basket for the cost of the
candles that are lit at the side altar.
Many exciting things will be happening in the future.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 12th for our
second annual Festive Fall Fair. We have many exciting
things planned for this FAIR. If you have questions or
comments about Altar Society, don't hesitate to call Kathy
Chouinard at 316-283-5762.

Over 200 attended the Mother’s Brunch on Sunday, May
14th. Over 30 Knights of Columbus members helped
prepare and serve the meal.
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Knights of Columbus 4th degree exemplification
By: Steve A Bockhaus – Faithful Navigator
Holy Trinity Assembly #3359
On April 8th, did you wonder why there were so many
men in tuxedos at St Marys? Well here is the answer. The
Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus had an
Exemplification in Newton. The Exemplification was
hosted by the Holy Trinity Assembly #3359 Newton.
There were members from all over the State of Kansas in
attendance. There were 51 candidates along with their
sponsors, other members of the attending Assemblies, the
Degree team and spouses in attendance. Twelve of the
candidates were from the host Assembly.
The Fourth Degree of the Knights of Columbus is the
patriotic degree and highest level of the Order. These are
the men that you see wearing capes, chapeaus and carrying
swords at special Masses, Funerals and leading Rosaries.
Once a year the Holy Trinity Assembly leads a Patriotic
Rosary. This historically has been held in Halstead at the
High School. If you have never attended a Patriotic
Rosary, you should go. This is very impressive with
patriotic speeches. Patriotic music is provided by the
Halstead High School Choir. Once a year the Assembly

has a Memorial Mass along with the Newton council of the
Knights. At this Mass, all deceased members from the past
year have their names placed in a special chalice and
honored by the Mass.
After the Exemplification, the members and spouses went
to St. Mary’s Church and had a Rosary said for special
intentions. This was followed by a Mass led by Father
Voelker that had the Church filled with the Knights. This
should answer the question as to why it was difficult to get
into church early for the Saturday 5:30 Mass.
After Mass, the Knights and spouses went back to the
school gym for a social hour. This was then followed by
all in attendance being served an Italian meal that was
supplied by the Halstead Council of the Knights of
Columbus. During the meal, all heard speeches as to the
importance of the Fourth Degree. We are to remember that
the most patriotic thing any of us can do is VOTE.
We encourage all men of this Parish and all Parishes to
become a Knight of Columbus. All you have to do is
contact any member of the Knights to get information as to
how to become a member.

New 4th degree Knights from St. Mary:
Marshall Kendrick, Justin Patterson,
Scott Oden, John Lawrence and
Rob Tierney
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A Life Of
Service
By: Tracy Graber
Marvin Joseph
Kratky, 68, of
Hesston, died Wed
(March 29, 2017 )
at the Via Christi Regional Medical Center - St. Francis
Campus in Wichita from a long battle with Crohn's
Disease.
He was born on July 1, 1948 in Kansas City, MO. His
parents were Joseph and Sylvia Bartunek Kratky. They
lived on a farm outside of Wilson, KS where he
graduated from high school. Marvin attended North
Central Kansas Technical College in Beloit, KS studying
diesel mechanics and welding. From there he enlisted in
the U.S. Army, where he spent most of his military time
in Germany. Marvin married Carol Reinert on July 17,
1970 in Tipton, KS, where they were able to spend the
first year and a half in Germany.
He had worked as a beam welder at Agco for 38 years.
After retiring in 2010, Marvin worked part time at Kropf
Lumber in Hesston
For most of his life, Marvin was an avid wood worker.
He created many pieces of work for the St. Mary Altar
Society Bazaar like the schoolhouse clock, toy storage
box, boat shelf, arts and crafts floor lamps and butler’s
table/tray to name just a few. Marvin loved helping out at
the school action by making the KU and K State banners,

2017 Confirmation Class
By: Morgan Kauffman, 2017 Confirmation Teacher
Twenty students from St. Mary Parish received the
Sacrament of Confirmation on May 11, 2017.
The
students worked hard over the past 6 months attending
classes on Sunday evenings in which they learned the
graces of Confirmation as they prepared to receive the
Holy Spirit. Confirmation is a sacrament of maturity in
which Catholics complete their initiation into the Church.
By receiving the Holy Spirit, it gives these young men
and women the strength in faith to follow Jesus and the
mission of his Church.
Bishop Carl A. Kemme
administered the sacrament which took place at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Wichita. It
was a pleasure to get to know these students as they grew
deeper in their faith. A big thanks to the leadership team
of Fr. Voelker, Mike Weber, Fred Becker, Marcia Oden,
and Morgan & Jeremy Kaufman who worked together to
guide the students through the classes.
The Sacrament of Confirmation is offered every other
year for students in their Freshmen or Sophomore year.
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welcome sled, danish chest of drawers and, my favorite,
bow front hallway table.
Marvin was very active in the St Mary Church, but it
all started at St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church in Wilson,
KS., where at the age of 20, he joined the Knights of
Columbus in 1968. He held many offices, and later joined
the 4th degree in 1984. He ran the Tootsie Roll Drive in
Hesston, helped with mother/daughter breakfasts, and
was a bartender at Saint Mary School auctions. He was a
Delegate at State Convention, participated in many 4th
degree Honor Guards and was District Deputy for three
years. Marvin was not only involved with the Knights of
Columbus but was on the Stewardship Council, Building
Committee, Eucharistic minister, took Communion to
Schowalter Villa and was an Usher.
He was a member of the American Legion in Wilson,
KS. Through the years he was very active in the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts when his children were growing
up. Marvin also was a volunteer for the bloodmobile. He
enjoyed dancing, VERY loud country music and
spending time in his shop along with visits from his four
grandchildren, loving all of their hugs and kisses.
Marvin is survived by his wife Carol, of the home in
Hesston; daughter Renee Dreisigaker and husband Kirk
of Topeka, and Tracy Graber and husband Kendall of
Hesston; his four grandchildren Tyler, Logan, Conner and
Abby; brother Gary Kratky and wife Nancy of Wilson,
KS; and sister Rose Hansen of Concordia, KS; along with
numerous nieces and nephews.
He is preceded in death by his parents; and two sons
Nathan and Peter.
Left: Confirmation
Mass at The
Cathedral of the
Immaculate
Conception
Below:
1st Communion
held on Sunday
May 7th.

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE
3 - Pentecost Vigil
4 - Move out of church!
5 - Renovations begin!!
6 - First daily Mass, during
renovations all daily Masses
Tu - Fri will be in the school
chapel at 5:30pm. Weekend
Masses will be in the gym.
23 - Pilsen Pilgrimage
JULY
15 - First Mass back in church
23 - 28 - TOTUS TUUS!
AUGUST
16 - 1st day of school SMCS

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. The next issue is scheduled to be
printed on September 1st. The deadline for submitting is August 15th. To submit articles, photos or story ideas, contact
Rob Tierney, Pastoral Assistant at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org Do you have a talent that could
help the newsletter? Writer, Photographer, Editor or Design? We would love to have YOU in our next issue!
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