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From Pastor to Pilgrim
Israel 2017 AD
All of us are pilgrims in this world, searching,
finding and discerning.
It was a genuine joy for me to go on a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land with the Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre and Bishop Kemme last month. We visited
and prayed at all the holy sites from Mt. Tabor to the
Western Wall to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.
We were also reminded of the tumultuous political
culture of the Mideast while praying for the
persecuted Christians at the Syrian Border.
I found a lot of joy in being a pilgrim as I traveled,
struggled, discerned and discovered.
My trip to Israel and our church renovation helped
me to be renewed by the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Much like what Pope Francis preached…
Pope Francis in his Homily on Pentecost 2014
says…
“The Holy Spirit teaches us: he is the Interior
Master. He guides us along the right path, through
life’s challenges. He teaches us the path, the way.
In the early times of the Church, Christianity was
called “the way” (cf. Acts 9:2), and Jesus himself is
the Way.”
The Holy Spirit teaches us to follow him, to walk
in his footprints. …, the Holy Spirit is a master of
life.”

The Preface used for the All Saints Day Mass
summarizes what it means to be a pilgrim led by the
power of the Holy Spirit…
For today by your gift we celebrate the festival of
your city,
the heavenly Jerusalem, our mother,
where the great array of our brothers and sisters
already gives you eternal praise.
Towards her, we eagerly hasten, as pilgrims
advancing by faith,
rejoicing in the glory bestowed upon those exalted
members of the Church through whom you give us,
in our frailty,
both strength and good example.
God Love you…
Fr. Voelker

In particular, all of us being pilgrims in this world
that is fractured need the gift of the Wisdom from the
Holy Spirit…
This is a Gift which “is light from on high… It further
gives us a special ability to judge human things
according to God’s standard, in God’s light…” More
on the Holy Spirit by Sr. Ann Schields SGL pg.89

Apocalypsis lesu Christi
Join your fellow parishioners in a series of 3 talks by
Fr. Voelker on the book of Revelation. Lecture classes
will be held in the JPII room of the Parish Center.

Tuesdays, Dec. 5th, 12th & 19th
7:30 - 9:00pm
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Experience Israel with Father and Bishop
Every day of the Israel Pilgrimage was expertly recorded on stunning video by their tour guide,
Steve Ray. Go to our parish website: stmarynewton.org to watch each day and feel like you are
right along side the pilgrims at these most holy sites, including homilies of Bishop Kemme and
homilies of Fr. Voelker at the Basilica of the Transfiguration and the Garden of Gethsemane.

Advent & Christmas Schedule
Immaculate Conception

Penance Service Dec. 10th

Holy Day of Obligation

7:00pm @ St. Mary

Thursday Vigil Dec. 7 - 5:30pm
Friday Dec. 8 - 7:00am & 5:30pm*

Holy Hours of Mercy, 7-9pm

Ⓑⓘⓢⓗⓞⓟ

Thursday and Friday Dec. 21st & 22nd

Ⓚⓔⓜⓜⓔ

Christmas Masses

Ⓥⓘⓢⓘⓣ
*Bishop Kemme will celebrate the 5:30pm Mass on the
Immaculate Conception in honor of our new church
renovations! Join the combined Adult & Children’s choir
in welcoming our beloved Bishop back to St. Mary

Sunday Dec. 24th -

4:00pm & 11:00pm
Monday Dec. 25th - 10:00am

Christmas Book Give-a-way
This life-changing book addresses the opportunities and obstacles we encounter when we decide
to ask life's BIG questions: Who am I? What am I here for? Full of powerful and practical
lessons, Matthew Kelly shows us how to find lasting happiness in a changing world. Newly
revised to reflect an even greater emphasis on spiritual growth and realizing God's dreams for
us, Perfectly Yourself is a book for anyone who has failed at a diet, survived the collapse of a
relationship, or wondered if he or she would ever find a fulfilling career. Kelly teaches us how to
find the balance between accepting ourselves and striving to become all God dreams for us to
become. It's a book for all of us who long to be at peace with who we are, where we are, and
what we are doing, not in some distant tomorrow, but here and now today.
Every family attending a Christmas Mass at St. Mary will receive as a gift from the parish this
inspiring book. If you know you will be traveling during Christmas but would still like a book
please stop by the church office before Christmas. This is St. Mary’s 5th year of this tradition.

4 November 2017
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We each know people in our lives who wonder about the meaning of life. God gives
us the responsibility to open doors and provide spaces of encounter with the personal
love our Lord Jesus for people who are searching for the meaning of life.
Discovering Christ creates this open door for people who are searching for the
meaning of their lives where we can share the Good News and the personal love of
Jesus Christ.
Discovering Christ is a seven-week experience where anyone and everyone, from the
baptized in the pews to the unbaptized, is invited to hear the Good News and
personally encounter Jesus Christ. Discovering Christ helps people enter into or renew
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, experience the love of God the Father, and
be empowered by the Holy Spirit to live as God’s children.

Enjoy a free meal, listen to dynamic teachings and join in a small group discussion about the meaning of life in Jesus Christ.
The Discovering Christ seven-week series will begin on Sunday, Jan. 14th, 5:30-8:00pm in the school gym, and includes a
life-changing retreat on Saturday, Feb. 24th. There will be free childcare provided, including kid friendly dinners.

Register online at www.stmarynewton.org or look for registration forms in the back of church.

Would you be able to help produce this year’s Discovering Christ sessions?
The core team is the reason for our success last year in running this series. We need a variety of talents.
The different roles on our team are:
•
Emcee
• Intercession Leader
• Registrar/Database Coordinator
• Worship Leader
• Worship Team

•
•
•
•

Small Group Coordinator
Small Group Leaders
Dinner Coordinator
Dinner team

•
•
•
•

Hospitality Coordinator
Hospitality Team
Childcare Coordinator
Retreat Coordinator

As a core team member we will gather for a 1 day training session on Sat. Dec 14th to prepare for the course.
Also before the 1st session we will conduct a “dress rehearsal” session on Sun. Jan. 7th.
Experience in last year’s sessions
is NOT a requirement to serve on
the core team this year. When
serving on the core team, you will
also be able to participate in the
session as a small group member.
If interested, contact overall
coordinator - Rob Tierney @
620-960-5602
Discovering Christ is the 1st
series of three in the Christlife
process. Participation in all three
courses is not a requirement to
serve on the core team.
Participants may join in any
session, but it is recommended to
attend in succession if possible.
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This will be our 2nd year of running this course. What should you expect at each Discovering Christ session?

6 November 2017
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Financial Report 2017-18
The more we give, the more we grow!

Above are the numbers not only for this past fiscal year, but for
the past five years.
To the left, in blue, are the numbers for this past year’s
renovations of the church, rectory (roof) & parish center
(HVAC).
The wonderful news is that all of our renovations will be
completely paid for!
Concerning is that after these projects are taken care of we are
left with around $20,000 in our building fund. The next major
upgrade that will need to be done is replacing the aging HVAC
system in the church.
Also concerning is our regular tithing and operating budget.
While regular collections have increased from last year we are
currently about $30,000 short from our budgeted target.
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Is your oar in? By: Bill Weber
Imagine an Olympic rowing team. 8 people working
together to achieve peak efficiency; working in unison to
great effect – with one guy barking orders – just like us! Sorry, Father!
Effort by all involved is crucial to the success of the team,
as it is to organizations like our Parish and School.
Imagine that we are a rowing team, the Church our vessel,
and our paddles acts of stewardship. By last count, out of
8 team members, about 2 are giving more than they’ve got,
but gladly make the sacrifice to win the race. 2 are doing
what they were trained to do, perhaps leaving a bit on the
table, but they contribute enough to move the boat toward
the goal. 2 members of the team are pulling, but just
enough to carry their own weight, and not more. Lastly, 2
members of the team – if you could call them that, are just
along for a ride in a quick boat wondering why there’s a
guy shouting at them to contribute, only to ignore him.
In the interest of fair play, it’s possible that their
contribution was unmarked, and therefore unknown,
rowing while no one was looking. It’s possible that they
are registered, but stopped attending Mass – to put it one
way, they abandoned ship! We must remember to extend a
lifesaver to them when we find them bobbing in the river
without a boat. Pray for their return.
To those who find themselves just along for the ride:
Prayerfully consider doing something. Maybe setting up
an electronic funds transfer every month is just what
you’ve been looking for to make it easier and accountable.
We have the resources to make it easy.

For those of you who are pulling together, keep it up.
Thank you! You allow the school and parish to function
successfully, and I’m deeply grateful for a parish I can call
home. Keep doing what you’re doing!
If you’re waiting for the right moment to contribute, and it
just hasn’t happened, I have bad news; you’d better gift
some of your life insurance benefits to the church because
that day just won’t come, UNLESS you make it a priority
now. You know, if most of those along for the ride began
to contribute at a rate of as little as $1/day, or about $30/
mo, we’d surpass our budget handily. (Check that)
Give it some thought, take time to pray about it. I have yet
to find someone who regrets giving where there is need,
I’ve only found those who regret not doing it.
If you’re curious about options, tax advantages, ways to
start, or creative ways to increase, contact the parish office,
and we will help you.
On behalf of all the parish ministries, the finance
committee, and Fr. Voelker:
Thank you, and always remember that God loves you!

Renew your Stewardship Commitment online
This year’s stewardship message incorporates both an old, new, and
consistent message: of being called by Jesus to “come and follow
me…” Social media is universal in our society today. Has it allowed
us to follow Jesus or be distracted? Saint Ignatius reminds us that we
were created to praise, reverence and serve God and that all things on
earth were created to help us attain heaven. If they help, we should
embrace them. If they hinder, we should rid ourselves of them.
This is an old, new, yet consistent message. Whether it is a career in the fishing
industry or whether it is modern responsibilities and/or distractions, we are faced with
the question: who are you following? Peter responded that he was following Jesus.
What is our response? Stewardship is gratefully recognizing and receiving this
invitation to follow Jesus, then sharing our life with others. Just like Peter.
Stewardship packets will be ready to pick up the weekend of Nov. 18/19. We ask all
parishioners to complete this yearly renewal, either by returning paper forms or online.

8 November 2017
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The summer of 2017 will be remembered
as a great time of the Holy Spirit in
action. Through a year of campaign for
the necessary maintenance, we as a parish
were able to raise the funds needed to
make this possible.
Starting in early June the roofs of both
the church and the rectory were
completely replaced. 4 layers of old
shingles were removed and a new roof
was installed. The steeple was not reshingled at this time. A new gutter lining
was also installed on both buildings,
work was done by Roofers Unlimited and
Wray Roofing for the gutter linings.
Meanwhile inside the church all pews
were removed as well as the 14 station
statues needing repair and restoration.
While many cracks in the plaster were
discovered, no major repairs were
needed.
Using a rolling scaffolding
system, Koehn painting worked hard to
repair our beloved church and ensure it’s
longevity before painting began.
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During the 6 weeks of work on the
church we moved our weekend Mass into
the school gym and daily Mass into the
new school chapel. Thanks to parishioner
Ed Griswold who set up our staging and
curtain, Masses were very well attended.
For over 3 months our hired ecclesiastic
artists were here working in the parish
center on the station statues, as well as
overseeing the paint scheme of the church
and adding stenciling. Dolores Patterson
focused on the statue restoration while
her cousin, Belinda Godfrey, worked with
the painters in the church, painted
stenciling and helped with the statues.
The painting was finished on schedule.
The station statues were returned later in
September. Miller Construction was used
for the pew removal and statue reinstallation. After the summer, we still
had enough in our building fund to
replace the HVAC system in the parish
center. Thank you to all for being Led by
the Spirit to renew our spiritual home!
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6th Annual Tri-Parish Women’s Retreat

STRENGTHENING THE FABRIC
OF YOUR FAMILY FOR THE FUTURE
A Retreat for Women presented by Sharon Witzell
The Church invites us to make our families a priority,
because our children are the only treasures we will take
with us into eternity. The family unit faces unprecedented
challenges and threats today.
During this retreat, Sharon will speak on how joyful
families are those who serve others. She will offer help
and healing for families through what God has revealed to
us through Sacred Scripture and the teachings of the
Catholic faith.
*Retreat topics will include:
•
•
•
•

God Made Our Family
Joy in Family Life
Healing Your Family of Origin
Forgiveness in Families

Sharon has a master’s degree in music education from the
University of Kansas and has done graduate studies in
family life ministry and adult education. She has been
ministering to Catholic families for over 30 years
instructing engaged couples, presenting marriage
enrichment and marriage healing retreats, teaching
parenting classes, and leading both grief and divorce
support groups. She is currently the Program Coordinator
for Senior Adult Ministries in
the Office of Marriage and
Family Life for the Diocese of
Wichita. She and her husband,
Ken, have six children and 13
grandchildren. In her free
time, she enjoys playing with
her
grandkids,
quilting,
reading, cooking and traveling.

Friday, Jan 26, 6:30pm Social, 7-9:30pm Retreat
Saturday, Jan 27, 8:00am Latin Mass, 9:00am Breakfast
followed with Talks, Adoration, Confession, and Lunch.
Concludes at 3:30pm. The $40 Registration Fee covers
all materials, Friday social, Saturday breakfast and lunch.
Retreat will be held in the St. Mary gym and church.
Watch bulletin for registration, due Jan 14, 2018
Questions? Want to help?
Contact: Lee Lamas 316-227-0706
2016 retreat in Halstead, this year returns to St. Mary

Tierney family featured in
international magazine
Family Foundations magazine connects you with others who have chosen NFP to
help plan their family. It is truly one-of-a-kind as no other magazines focus on the
NFP lifestyle. Whether you’re preparing to walk down the aisle or are busy with a
growing young family, Family Foundations provides content relevant to your NFP
experience — how NFP positively affects your marriage, parenting, living a healthy
lifestyle and living your faith. The award-winning magazine is published six times a
year and is available for making a donation of at least $35/year at ccli.org
Rob and Charisse Tierney have been NFP teachers for over 15 years and are
honored to be featured in this magazine. The beautiful pictures in the
magazine were all photographed by St. Mary parishioner Carrie Weber. Free
copies will be available in the back of church or church office.
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This Pastoral Action Plan is the result of the survey given to parishioners
of St. Mary in January 2016, nearly 2 years ago.
This past year we set out on year one of this plan. After accomplishing
many of our goals and reflecting on our progress we have updated this
document into our Pastoral Action Plan, Year Two.
We, the pastoral council of St. Mary, invite our parishioners to prayerfully
read and pray over this plan. Discern how you personally can be involved
in this Action Plan. If there are any questions, please feel free to contact
the office or talk to one of the Pastoral Council members listed below.
Current Members of the Pastoral Council: Amy & Carl Antle, Phil Blann,
Rodger Graham, Rosa Hernandez, Ray Salas, Janet Scheffler, Evelyn
Stabler, Troy Walker and Chad Woerner.

UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER
3 - CYM Soup/Chili Challenge
8 - Immaculate Conception
10 - Penance Service
12 - Fr. Voelker Lecture series
16 - Discovering Christ core
team training
21&22 - Holy Hours of
Adoration and Confession
25 - Christmas

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

JANUARY
14 - Discovering Christ
26&27 - Women’s Retreat
28 - Catholic Schools Week
FEBRUARY
14 - Ash Wednesday
24 - Dodgeball Tournament

Nov. 4th, SMCS 5th grade, 6th annual "Living Saints Wax Museum" St. Mary, Home of the Eagles... and the Saints!
This newsletter is published by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. The next issue is scheduled to be printed on
February 1st. The deadline for submitting is January 15th. To submit articles, photos or story ideas, contact Rob Tierney
at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org Do you have a talent that could help the newsletter? Writer,
Photographer, Editor or Design? We would love to have YOU in our next issue!

106 E. 8th st., Newton, KS 67114 w (316) 282-0459 + stmarynewton.org + facebook.com/stmarynewton

