UPCOMING EVENTS
• April 5, 8am - Noon
2- Cemetery Clean-up
• April 5, 8:30am, Camp Hawk
- Fun Run
• April 12th, 1:00pm
- Poverty Simulation
• April 13th, 6:00pm, OLG
- Penance Service
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• April 18th, 12 noon
- Living Stations
• April 26th, 5:00pm
- School Auction
• April 3oth, 6:00pm
- Religion Bowl & Ice Cream
• May 4th, 2:00pm
- First Communion Mass
• May 10th, 6:30pm
- Variety Acts of the Apostle
• May 11th, 9:30am
- Mother Daughter Breakfast
• May 26th, 9:o0am, Cemetery
- Memorial Day Mass
• May 30th & 31st, June 1st
- Kapaun Pilgrimage
• July 6 - 11th
- Totus Tuus @ St. Mary

A well deserved honor for a humble
servant leader & his staﬀ. Read more about
the award and St. Mary Principal, Philip Stutey on p. 4 & 5
Miss Kansas,Theresa Vail, visits the school with her anti-bullying
message as a part of Catholic Schools week in January.

The VanZelfden
Family praying
together at the
Relics program
in January

This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. It normally appears the first week of
January, April, July, and October. Deadlines are the 15th of the month before publish date. To submit articles, photos or
story ideas, contact Betty Lanzrath, news editor, at 316-772-3177 or email at lanzrath51@cox.net. For other inquiries,
contact Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org
106 E. 8th st., Newton, KS 67114 w (316) 282-0459 w stmarynewton.org w facebook.com/

A visit
from Bishop
Elect Kemme at
DCYC - p. 6

Meet the RCIA catechumens
& candidate and hear from a
couple one year later from
joining the Church - p. 2 & 3
Who will win this year’s
Religion Bowl? Read about
how to enter your team - p. 7

Who won the Steward
of the year awards at
the Parish Dinner? - p. 8

Other Highlights
• A Knight to Remember - p.5
• Thank you PSR teachers - p.7
• Poverty Simulation - p.9
• Cemetery Clean-Up - p.9
• Women’s retreat highlights - p.10
• MOM’s Group & Altar Society - p.11

Mandy McNeill
shares her experience
with the Fr. Kapaun
Pilgrimage - p. 10

Easter CD
Give-A-Way - p. 9

2

April 2014

FINDING THE WAY

Letter from
Father Jim
Running races as a youngster – was sheer joy.
Whether playground, blacktop or dirt road – running
against two or twenty - I was ready! But it had to be a short
race, because I was a sprinter. Running at top speed, a
sprinter taps into every ounce of energy and breath - until
it's all spent – usually well within a minute.
Years later on entering the seminary – I was older and
slower, but still in good shape. For exercise, a classmate and
I decided to jog. He preferred running a four mile stretch –
which was a marathon to me. Eventually I was able to keep
up. Thank God for New Balance sneakers and good knees.
Long distance running requires a whole diﬀerent
“mental” than sprinting. It's not about speed but
endurance. The long distance runner regulates his breathing
and jogs at an even pace to conserve energy. He imagines
going the entire distance but works it one stride at a time.
He sets mini-goals – and making each one helps renew
determination. A running partner helps ward oﬀ boredom
and fosters a spirit of competition, since neither wants to be
the first to quit. To go the distance, one has to acquire
perseverance.
Perseverance is not flashy but - virtue in slow motion. It
allows for failure but learns from it and refuses to admit
defeat. It is a child of hope and is connected to a cluster of

RCIA

What Is

What does RCIA stand for? That is often the first
question that is asked when someone sees the acronym
RCIA. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the
most common process whereby men and women enter the
Catholic Church. This is the restoration of an ancient
practice of the church, which was a “reform” of the Second
Vatican Council. In the early Church this process usually
lasted for several years but is usually completed in about
nine months today.
There is the journey of the unbaptized, who are
known as catechumens once they enter the formation
process. The catechumen is introduced to the teaching of
the Church, the life of prayer, the mystery of Christ, and
conversion to Christian life. Those who have been baptized
in another Christian faith are known as candidates.
Generally, candidates are uncatechized Christians and share
with catechumens a similar journey.

other strengths: humility, sacrifice, persistence, endurance,
and confidence. If perseverance is a defining mark of a long
distance runner, it is also a defining mark of the faith-filled
disciple. When perseverance is described as Christian
virtue, we are talking about human virtue elevated by grace.
Our faith is often described as a pilgrimage or journey –
spanning our whole life. Our destiny is not so much a place
as it is a Person - our union with God. We long for it now
but anticipate its fullness in the life to come.
Now well into the penitential season of Lent, we look
with renewed hope to the celebration of Easter. Both
seasons represent microcosms of our lives, where we are
invited to share in the mystery of Christ's dying and rising.
Our lives are shaped by His paschal mystery. We resemble
Christ as we enter fully into this mystery. We become
sharers in His cross, and He shares in ours. If we have
identified with His dying by our self-denial during Lent,
then we will discover new growth as Easter arrives.
Regardless of how little or how generously we have given
ourselves to Christ throughout Lent – remember the journey
of our lives is not over. Persevere – with Christ! Buen
Camino! (Good Journey) By His resurrection, Jesus has
transformed the Cross from a symbol of defeat into a banner
of victory.
Have a Graced Holy Week
and a Joyous Easter,
Fr. Jim Mainzer
Catechumens and Candidates that are ready to
make a commitment to pursue the sacraments of initiation,
and have been judged by the Church ready to join the elect
are presented to the church and are enrolled in the book of
the elect. The book of the elect is signed by the
catechumens and the candidates, along with their sponsors,
during the Rite of Sending. They are sent to the bishop for
the Rite of the Elect, usually conducted by the bishop at the
cathedral. These Rites are celebrated on the first Sunday of
Lent, which was on March 9 this year.
During the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday the
sacraments of initiation, baptism, confirmation and the
Holy Eucharist are received. Those seeking to receive the
sacraments at the coming Holy Easter Vigil are: Catechumen
Sharon Reid, sponsored by Elesa Garcia. Sharon has
chosen St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton as her patron saint.
Catechumen Kari Sauerwein is sponsored by her husband
Tyler. Kari has selected St. Therese of Lisieux as her patron.
John Sommers is a candidate and is sponsored by Todd
Sturgeon. John has selected St. Florian as his patron.
Although this completes the RCIA process, the
Church teaches that the process of conversion is a lifetime
process for all Catholics. As Catholics we do not have an
intermediate goal line that ends our journey of faith. St.
Paul admonishes us that we must persevere in the pursuit of
holiness to the end.
- Gary Chaﬀee, RCIA instructor
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Mark and Linda Frazier
One Year Later

Father Kapaun Pilgrimage

By Mandy
McNei%
The Father Kapaun Pilgrimage is one of the
most challenging things I’ve done, but also one of
the most rewarding. Since the first pilgrimage in 2009,
our farm has been the “camping grounds” for the first night
of the walk. Being able to help with food, equipment, and
hospitality was something I really enjoyed and what made
me decide to actually participate in the pilgrimage in 2013,
along with two of my cousins.
Every second from Friday morning to Sunday
afternoon was a blessing. At every stopping point we
would gather together to reflect on diﬀerent parts of Emil
Kapaun’s life. When we were struggling, we were reminded
that it was only a fragment of what he and his fellow
soldiers went through. Sometimes we would walk in groups
and say the rosary or we would have times of silence for

Women’s Retreat
"I liked getting away to become more centered."
"Retreat director was so pleasant and engaging."
"I could have used an entire weekend!"
"It was wonderful and enlightening."
These are just a few of the overwhelmingly positive
responses received from the approximately 25 women who
attended the St. Mary Women's Retreat at the end of
January. Retreat attendees listened to presentations by
Chris Edmonds, a youth coordinator and retreat presenter
from the Diocese of Wichita, attended Mass, enjoyed an
adoration hour with music from the St. Mary Praise Band,
received the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and had ample
time for fellowship and personal reflection. They also
assembled donation bags for the Harvey County Safe
House and enjoyed delicious food catered from the Bread
Basket. Be sure to watch for a "Save the Date" for
the 3rd annual Women's Retreat sometime next fall!

personal prayer. Other times we would just start talking
with someone next to us and share our own stories and
experiences. In the afternoons when we reached our
destination for the day, there was always a meal prepared
for us. The kids would usually find some kind of game to
play and everyone just socialized and enjoyed each other’s
company.
My favorite thing about the pilgrimage was the
people. I was able to meet and get to know so many new
individuals and just talking to them impacted my
experience, and my life. Sometimes we forget how a smile
or someone to talk to can make such a diﬀerence to
someone else. The overall experience left me spiritually
revived and stronger than ever in my faith. I encourage
anyone considering participating to do so. Anyone can
participate, and I am excited to see both new and familiar
faces this year! The 2014 pilgrimage will be May 30 June 1. For more information, please contact Fr.
Eric Weldon at 316-262-1821 or J.P. and Audrea
Brunke at 620-545-7058.

By Charisse Tierney
One year later, Mark Frazier still gets emotional.You
can see it in his eyes and on his face. The mixture of awe,
wonder, and infatuation that clearly says, “I’ve finally found
it! I’ve finally found what I’ve been searching for!” But it
was a long time coming. Mark and his wife, Linda, came
home to the Catholic Church one year ago here at St. Mary
Parish after a journey laden with twists and turns
intertwined with the types of coincidences and timing that
can only be attributed to the wisdom of God.
Raised in the Methodist church, Mark first
encountered the Catholic faith at age 14 while on a mission
trip to Guatemala with his father. While Mark’s father set
up dentistry practice, the Catholic missionary group they
were working with planted a seed in their hearts that came
to fruition years later. Mark met his wife, Linda, in high
school, and while his parents were away on another
Guatemalan mission trip, Mark and Linda eloped. Although
they weren’t yet Catholic, they chose to elope in the home
of a Catholic campus priest at Emporia State University
with whom they had developed a close relationship. As they
left after the ceremony, the Fraziers joked that they would
dedicate their first child to the Catholic Church--not
realizing that their first-born daughter would, indeed,
convert 20 years after her birth while also attending
Emporia State University. After their oldest daughter,
Nicole, converted to Catholicism, Mark and Linda would
sometimes attend Mass with Nicole’s family. Although
Mark was at the time an elder in the Presbyterian church,
and Linda had been a deacon, they felt pulled to inquire
more about the Catholic faith.
“I became very disillusioned with the Presbyterian
church and some of their social teachings. I couldn’t
understand what Bible they were reading because it wasn’t
the same Bible I was reading.” During this time, Mark’s
father converted to Catholicism, and Mark found himself in
a position to defend his father’s choice to his siblings. “I
read through the Catechism and said, ‘This makes sense;
this is Biblical.’ All the things that we thought we knew, we
realized we didn’t know.” Mark said he was “sold” on the
Catholic faith after reading the Catechism, and Linda
agreed to inquire more with him.
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“I pray !at new wonder never wears oﬀ.”
Mark has nothing but praise for the role Father Jim
and St. Mary Parish played in his and Linda’s conversion.
Father Jim was more than willing and capable of answering
any and all questions they had about Catholicism, clarifying
even the aspects with which they struggled to accept the
most.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation was one such
aspect for both of them, but in diﬀerent ways. Linda’s
struggle with accepting the concept of the Sacrament was
put to rest by Father Jim’s clear explanation. Mark said this
is now an aspect of the faith that Linda embraces with
gratitude. For Mark, the Sacrament of Reconciliation has
transformed his perception of who God is. While he said he
still hopes he’s “doing it right”, his awe and respect for the
gift of the Sacrament itself is clear. “I hear Father say, ‘I
absolve you from your sins! Wow!” He realizes now that this
clear absolution was glaringly absent before his conversion.
“I’ve gone to counselors with serious matters before. They
counsel, they give advice, but I don’t hear the words, ‘You’re
forgiven.’”
Some other aspects of the Catholic faith that Mark
and Linda have embraced over the past year are praying the
Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet together, attending parish
programs and book studies, experiencing the faith with their
daughter’s family, and attending daily Mass. It is the
Eucharist, the heart of our faith, that causes Mark to pause
and search for words that can do justice to what he is trying
to express. “I really hate Tuesdays and Thursdays because
there is no morning Mass at St. Mary’s. There’s so much I
don’t know a year later. So much I don’t have figured out. I
thank God we have an eternity to figure it out because I
won’t do it in this life.
Our Protestant friends talk about a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ--that’s the most important
thing. I don’t argue that point. But what is more personal
than the Eucharist? To hold God in your hands, to take
Him in. There are a lot of times I can’t get through Mass
without crying. I pray that new wonder never wears oﬀ.”
Mark emphasized that he hopes that new wonder never
wears off for any Catholic--that he hopes even life long
Catholics appreciate the magnitude of the gift of their faith.
In reference to the sacraments he shares, “I feel like I’ve
gone from a two course meal to a seven course meal.”
And when asked what advice he would give to a
Catholic who is experiencing doubt or a ‘dark night of the
soul’ right now? “Sometimes I wonder what’s going on [in
times of spiritual dryness]--but that’s why it’s called faith.
I’ve had periods of time when Christ was not in my life.
Looking back, it’s a horrible, dark time. Those dark nights
of the soul are there, but it will get darker if you don’t have
the light of Christ in your life.” Yes, Mark and Linda have
found it. Not their final destination, but the light of Christ
that will lead them there.
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An interview with St. Mary Principal Philip Stutey

By Betty Lanzrath
Phillip Stutey, St. Mary Catholic School Principal,
grew up in a family with five children in St. Jude Parish in
Wichita were he attended the parish school and then
moved on to Bishop Carroll High School. He continued
his studies at WSU and finished his degree as an educator
after having a brief stint in accounting. Phillip credits
volunteering with at risk students as part of his parish
CYO as the motivator for switching career paths. His
first job was teaching 4th grade for the Wichita Public
School system in a newly started Edison school. This
career path took him to Kansas City, first with the public
school system, but then soon to Catholic schools. He
accepted an Assistant Principal’s job at Ascension
Catholic School after completing his Masters Degree in
Education at Baker University. Phillip and his wife,
Sharon, had family in the Wichita area and they wanted to
live closer to them as they started their family, so it was a
natural move to come to Newton almost nine years ago.
Phillip says when interviewing at St. Mary’s, he
saw that it was a “faith-filled” community. High test scores
and being named a Banner School in the year 2000
indicated academic excellence. He says the philosophy at
SMCS is that, in the classroom, it is all about the kids. As
principal, it is still about the kids but he now works with
families, teachers and staﬀ. He believes it is important to
start your day with prayer and to pray often wherever you
are. Phillip says it is amazing how many times God will
put you in just the right position at the right time to be
able to use your faith. To be somewhere where you can be
all of who you are is important to him. Being in a
Catholic school, a person can express their faith openly
without being condemned.
Phillip notes that with our faculty, it is not about,
“What time does school get out?” or, “What days do I get
oﬀ?” Instead, it is “What’s best for kids?” The teachers
recognize when a student is struggling and are asking
“What else can I do?” They are calling parents and
getting outside resources. It is all about “How can I help

that child?” “What is their cross in their life and how can
we help carry it just a little bit?” A teacher can teach
anywhere; but here, it really has to be a mission. You have
to see that child as not just your student but that he is a
disciple of Jesus that you are helping to form. Each
teacher does not put their selves first but instead work
with parents to help their child be the best they can be.
Phillip and his wife, Sharon, and children
recognize every day has been an opportunity to grow in
their faith just by being in this setting. Phillip and Sharon
serve as Eucharistic Ministers and are part of the
Perpetual Adoration chapel. Sharon is also a leader of the
new Little Flower girls’ afterschool program. Living close
to the parish has made it easy to be part of the parish life.
One of Phillip’s dreams is to create a mural on
the stairwell wall depicting a Marian apparition. The
design is in place and now he is hoping someone will step
forward who would lead this project. Another project is
to make the school entry and playground area more
welcoming by having benches where parents can sit and
watch the children play while they visit with other
parents.
Phillip wants the parish family to know how
fortunate we are to have three parish priests available here
in Harvey County: Fr. Jim Mainzer, Fr. Juan Garza, and Fr.
Edmond Kline. Each priest brings a humble servant's
response along with separate unique ideas on building our
Catholic community.
Phillip wishes to express a big thank you to our
parish family because without them SMCS would not be
what it is today. He says the stewardship program in the
Wichita Catholic diocese aﬀorded Phillip and his siblings
to have a Catholic education from elementary school
through high school and it continues to do so for others
today. He is ever grateful for that opportunity. He hopes
to drive out the misconception that a Catholic education
is not possible because of the cost, but instead inform
people that by practicing stewardship in their life, their
children can be part of St. Mary Catholic School.
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Parish Dinner 2014

STEWARDS OF THE YEAR

St. Mary Catholic School was awarded the Banner
School award in the Wichita Diocese for 2013-14. The
award was presented to the school for living out the
diocesan school mission: Together with the family, the
parish and each other, We will FORM EACH STUDENT
INTO A DISCIPLE OF JESUS CHRIST Who seeks the
Truth, grows to love it, And learn to live it.
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The diocese looks at how the school lives the core values,
integrates faith into every part of the day, the academic
achievement, parental involvement, and the climate and
culture of the school. We are honored to receive this
prestigious award. - Philip Stutey, Principal

Little Flowers is a girl's youth group that meets twice a
month. Girls develop friendships and learn about their
faith. The group has studied St. Therese, St. Monica, St.
Peter and Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.
JT & Sandra Kelso
FAMILY OF THE YEAR

Mike & Joanne Ruggiero
MALE & FEMALE OF THE YEAR

Sr. Rosemary Sieg came and shared about her calling to the
Sisters of St. Joseph. - Sharon Stutey, Leader

April 5th - 8:30am
Camp Hawk

A

Knight to Remember - April 26th

HEAR YE! HEAR YE!

Photos by Beth Lowry

The Bells of St. Mary’s will be ringing on April 27
The oﬃcial canonization of Pope John Paul II and
Pope John the XXIII will take place on Sunday, April 27 and
St. Mary’s will mark this special event by ringing the church
bells after each weekend Mass. The momentous event of
canonization of two Popes has been one of Pope Francis’
important show of authority. He cleared the way for two of
the 20th century’s most influential popes to become saints,

approving a miracle needed to canonize Pope John Paul II
and waiving Vatican rules to honor Pope John XXIII.
Both popes are also closely identified with the
Second Vatican Council, the 1962–65 meetings that brought
the Catholic Church into modern times, an indication that
Francis clearly wants to make a statement about the
council's role in shaping the church today.

A NEW Parish Photo Directory will be
coming out this Summer! If you have
not already signed up for your photo to be
taken or if you have a photo to include
please contact the Parish Oﬃce at 282-0459.
Featured on the front cover of the directory
will be a painting by former St. Mary pastor,
Fr. Ken Van Haverbeke. On the back cover
will be an aerial photo of our Church
campus. Make sure you get this important
directory documenting our Parish family.

Knights and ladies of the realm of St.
Mary, you are hereby beckoned to a “Knight to
Remember”. The annual St. Mary School Auction will
be held on April 26th, 2014 in the school gymnasium.
Doors wil l open at 5:00 pm for auction item
previewing, silent auction bidding, and beverages. A
prime rib feast fit for a king will be served at 6:15 pm
with the live auction beginning at 7:30 pm. Don’t miss
out on bidding on WSU basketball tickets for next
season with a locker room pass! Also available will be
autographed WSU, KU & KSU basketballs as well as
many other great items! Dinner tickets are $40 per
person or $280 for a table of eight and can be purchased
from the school oﬃce at 316-282-1974. If you are unable
to join us for the auction, there are other ways to help
out. St. Mary School students will be oﬀering raﬄe
tickets for a suggested donation of $5 per ticket which

gives you the chance to win one of 3 prizes - Microsoft
Xbox One Entertainment System OR $1,000 cash OR
Choice of three diﬀerent trip packages - (Wine Country
for 2 – Sonoma, CA – 4 days & 3 nights – airfare included,
Country Music Awards Trip for 2 – Nashvi%e, TN – 3 days &
2 nights (November 2014), Mountain Vi%age Enclave for 4 –
Te%uride, CO – 5 days & 4 nights)
Donations of cash, items and services for the
auction are also being accepted at this time. If you have
an item to donate, please fill out a donation form online at the website shown below and drop the form by
the school or call the school oﬃce at 316-282-1974.
Proceeds from this year’s auction will be used to
improve the school’s technology infrastructure and to
purchase a new reading series. Please join in to help us
with this worthy cause.For more information please
visit the auction website at smcsauction.org

Pictures
from 2013
Auction
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Thanks to the gracious and generous support of the Parish, the St. Mary's CYM
brought a group of 21 High School youth to the annual Diocesan Catholic Youth
Conference (DCYC) in Wichita. St. Mary brought, unoﬃcially, the largest
group in the diocese. 95 youth ministry programs are represented from
throughout the Diocese, and for more than 5 consecutive years, St. Mary has
earned the prestigious Parish Recognition Award, which is given to about 12-15 of
the 95 Parishes present. In addition to recognition for service and ministry, the
conference had a nationally recognized keynote speaker (Chris Stefanick),
workshops, opportunities for confession and adoration, a banquet, and a dance.
The weekend wrapped up with a Mass with the Bishop Elect.
What's next from St. Mary's CYM: The Living Stations of the
Cross will be held on Good Friday at noon. If you aren't aware of what this
is, just trust us in saying that it's best experienced in person.
On May 10th, 6:30pm the 3rd annual Mission Trip Fundraiser,
The Variety Acts of the Apostles, will highlight our High School Student's
many talents. This is a Show and Supper with tickets sold prior to the event.
Make it a point to grab a date and treat him or her to a restaurant quality meal
and the finest live entertainment Newton has to oﬀer.
- Bi$ Weber, CYM

William Davis won the Light of
C h r i s t Aw a r d f o r E x c e p t i o n a l
Seniors
Hannah Carlgren won Outstanding

It was great that Bishop Elect Kemme's
first major public action in our Diocese
was to celebrate the Mass at the Diocesan
Catholic Youth Conference! We were so
blessed! Bishop Elect Kemme said it was a
great blessing and joy to be the Shepherd
of this local church. He graciously greeted
people and let people take pictures with
him following the Mass.
- Monica Davis, Religious Education Chair

Justin and Bishop Elect Kemme
CYM alumni Zach Weber posed
as Jesus for this fantastic “Selfie”
by Hannah Carlgren.

Other awards earned by St. Mary CYM
was 2nd place for the banner contest,
participant's award for contributing to the
Venezuela mission, Region II Parish of
the Year, and the Diocesan recognition
award.
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3rd ANNUAL
RELIGION
BOWL 2014

William Davis won the Light of
C h r i s t Aw a r d f o r E x c e p t i o n a l
Seniors
Hannah Carlgren won Outstanding

By Betty Lanzrath
Do you know the four marks of the Catholic
Church? I went down on this question last year at the St.
Mary’s Religion Bowl and, as a result of that, will never
forget the answer ...One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. We
recite these signs every Sunday as part of the Nicene
Creed. By participating in the upcoming Religion Bowl,
Wednesday, April 30, 2014, 6 pm, you will be given a
list of possible questions April 5/6, 3 weeks in advance of
the event so you and your team have ample time to review
and study for the event that covers the life of Jesus and the
C h u r c h , A n g e l s a n d S a i n t s , S a c r a m e n t s , Te n
Commandments, the Bible and the Catholic Catechism.

This year will be diﬀerent in that it will run like a true
bracketed tournament with teams advancing on to the next
level as they win a round. Every parish organization is
encouraged to form a team or teams so that we have
representatives from all walks of life. Once you form
a team, you may want to name your team, just for fun.
Some teams have even worn matching t-shirts (or aprons)
in the past. An ice cream social tops off this fun
event. The event will coincide with the last night for PSR
& CYM classes for the school year, with an opportunity
for students to watch the thrilling last rounds after their
regular class while enjoying their ice cream treat. If you
are not able to participate, then come out and cheer your
favorite team on.

Totus Tuus - SAVE THE DATE - July 6 - 11th
Totus Tuus is a summer Catholic youth program dedicated
to sharing the Gospel and promoting the Catholic faith
through evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness, and
Eucharistic worship. The week-long Parish Summer
Catechetical Program assists parents and parishes in the
e v a n g e l i z i n g a n d c a te c h i z i n g o f t h e i r y o u t h b y
supplementing the work they are already doing. The
methodology, structure, content, and enthusiasm of Totus
Tuus is concerned not only with teaching the faith, but also
igniting the hearts of the team members and young people.

It was great that Bishop Elect Kemme's
first major public action in our Diocese
was to celebrate the Mass at the Diocesan
Catholic Youth Conference! We were so
blessed! Bishop Elect Kemme said it was a
great blessing and joy to be the Shepherd
of this local church. He graciously greeted
people and let people take pictures with
him following the Mass.
- Monica Davis, Religious Education Chair

Justin and Bishop Elect Kemme
CYM alumni Zach Weber posed
as Jesus for this fantastic “Selfie”
by Hannah Carlgren.

Other awards earned by St. Mary CYM
was 2nd place for the banner contest,
participant's award for contributing to the
Venezuela mission, Region II Parish of
the Year, and the Diocesan recognition
award.

Thank You PSR Teachers
The PSR (Parish School of Religion) classes this year have
been fantastic, mostly because of the wonderful caring
teachers we are so blessed to have serving in these roles.
Every grade from Kindergarten through 8th grade not
only has their own teacher but in many cases 2 teachers or
a teaching aide. At the beginning of the year the program
was faced with a humongous challenge of only one teacher
from last year who would be returning. Through the grace
of God, these courageous parish members stepped up to
the challenge. Some returning to a role they had taught
years before, some teaching for the first time. Also this
year we started a new challenging curriculum, the Faith &
Life series. This has pushed our children to really
understand our faith and grow in their own personal
relationship with our Lord. Living your stewardship
through teaching means a regular weekly commitment
plus much time preparing and praying for their class. We
are all very thankful for their tremendous eﬀorts.

The result has been the formation of young adults who
continue to dedicate themselves to the Church’s mission of
evangelization. St. Mary will host this year. Watch the
bulletin for more information.

Kindergarten - Lori Jerde & Lynette Ahlsted
1st - Michelle Koehn
2nd - Carrie Reida, Shellie Oswald aide
3rd - Sandra Kelso
4th - Sylvia Yoder, Jodie Beeson aide
5th - Diane Schultz
6th - Brigitte Loescher
7th - Liz & Lacy O’Halloran (sister-in-laws)
8th - Brian & Kathy Van Zelfden
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Parish Dinner 2014

STEWARDS OF THE YEAR

JT & Sandra Kelso
FAMILY OF THE YEAR

Mike & Joanne Ruggiero
MALE & FEMALE OF THE YEAR

Photos by Beth Lowry

The Bells of St. Mary’s will be ringing on April 27
The oﬃcial canonization of Pope John Paul II and
Pope John the XXIII will take place on Sunday, April 27 and
St. Mary’s will mark this special event by ringing the church
bells after each weekend Mass. The momentous event of
canonization of two Popes has been one of Pope Francis’
important show of authority. He cleared the way for two of
the 20th century’s most influential popes to become saints,

approving a miracle needed to canonize Pope John Paul II
and waiving Vatican rules to honor Pope John XXIII.
Both popes are also closely identified with the
Second Vatican Council, the 1962–65 meetings that brought
the Catholic Church into modern times, an indication that
Francis clearly wants to make a statement about the
council's role in shaping the church today.

A NEW Parish Photo Directory will be
coming out this Summer! If you have
not already signed up for your photo to be
taken or if you have a photo to include
please contact the Parish Oﬃce at 282-0459.
Featured on the front cover of the directory
will be a painting by former St. Mary pastor,
Fr. Ken Van Haverbeke. On the back cover
will be an aerial photo of our Church
campus. Make sure you get this important
directory documenting our Parish family.

4 April 2014
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An interview with St. Mary Principal Philip Stutey

By Betty Lanzrath
Phillip Stutey, St. Mary Catholic School Principal,
grew up in a family with five children in St. Jude Parish in
Wichita were he attended the parish school and then
moved on to Bishop Carroll High School. He continued
his studies at WSU and finished his degree as an educator
after having a brief stint in accounting. Phillip credits
volunteering with at risk students as part of his parish
CYO as the motivator for switching career paths. His
first job was teaching 4th grade for the Wichita Public
School system in a newly started Edison school. This
career path took him to Kansas City, first with the public
school system, but then soon to Catholic schools. He
accepted an Assistant Principal’s job at Ascension
Catholic School after completing his Masters Degree in
Education at Baker University. Phillip and his wife,
Sharon, had family in the Wichita area and they wanted to
live closer to them as they started their family, so it was a
natural move to come to Newton almost nine years ago.
Phillip says when interviewing at St. Mary’s, he
saw that it was a “faith-filled” community. High test scores
and being named a Banner School in the year 2000
indicated academic excellence. He says the philosophy at
SMCS is that, in the classroom, it is all about the kids. As
principal, it is still about the kids but he now works with
families, teachers and staﬀ. He believes it is important to
start your day with prayer and to pray often wherever you
are. Phillip says it is amazing how many times God will
put you in just the right position at the right time to be
able to use your faith. To be somewhere where you can be
all of who you are is important to him. Being in a
Catholic school, a person can express their faith openly
without being condemned.
Phillip notes that with our faculty, it is not about,
“What time does school get out?” or, “What days do I get
oﬀ?” Instead, it is “What’s best for kids?” The teachers
recognize when a student is struggling and are asking
“What else can I do?” They are calling parents and
getting outside resources. It is all about “How can I help

that child?” “What is their cross in their life and how can
we help carry it just a little bit?” A teacher can teach
anywhere; but here, it really has to be a mission. You have
to see that child as not just your student but that he is a
disciple of Jesus that you are helping to form. Each
teacher does not put their selves first but instead work
with parents to help their child be the best they can be.
Phillip and his wife, Sharon, and children
recognize every day has been an opportunity to grow in
their faith just by being in this setting. Phillip and Sharon
serve as Eucharistic Ministers and are part of the
Perpetual Adoration chapel. Sharon is also a leader of the
new Little Flower girls’ afterschool program. Living close
to the parish has made it easy to be part of the parish life.
One of Phillip’s dreams is to create a mural on
the stairwell wall depicting a Marian apparition. The
design is in place and now he is hoping someone will step
forward who would lead this project. Another project is
to make the school entry and playground area more
welcoming by having benches where parents can sit and
watch the children play while they visit with other
parents.
Phillip wants the parish family to know how
fortunate we are to have three parish priests available here
in Harvey County: Fr. Jim Mainzer, Fr. Juan Garza, and Fr.
Edmond Kline. Each priest brings a humble servant's
response along with separate unique ideas on building our
Catholic community.
Phillip wishes to express a big thank you to our
parish family because without them SMCS would not be
what it is today. He says the stewardship program in the
Wichita Catholic diocese aﬀorded Phillip and his siblings
to have a Catholic education from elementary school
through high school and it continues to do so for others
today. He is ever grateful for that opportunity. He hopes
to drive out the misconception that a Catholic education
is not possible because of the cost, but instead inform
people that by practicing stewardship in their life, their
children can be part of St. Mary Catholic School.

FINDING THE WAY

April 2014 9

Could you survive a month in poverty?
Are you willing to come along on an adventure, knowing
that you will be changed by it?
St. Mary’s is hosting a Poverty Simulation
by Peace Connections on Saturday, April 12th from
1:00 to 4:30 pm in the parish gym.
A Poverty Simulation can best be described as a
guided role-play, in which a participant will fast-forward
through a 'month' in the life of a family living in poverty.
Participants will witness first hand the personal and
environmental struggles of poverty and will gain insight
into many economic barriers and challenges. Poverty
Simulations help raise awareness and deepen
understanding about the circumstances faced by many of
our Harvey County residents.

After the role-play, a group assessment and solutionfocused discussion on how to address poverty in our
community and the Circles of Hope model is explored. It
h a s b e e n u s e d to h e l p m a n y o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d
communities across the nation work more eﬀectively with
low income families and understand and address the issues
of poverty more comprehensively. Based on a previous
simulation, a participant stated, “A board of education
member could read the statistics or tour the schools or hear a
teacher's stru&les with the poverty of her/his students, but until I
became the "child," I could not fu%y empathize with the teacher,
the parent, and the child!” (USD 373 school board member
who played the role of a child in a simulation)

Set St. Mary’s Parish Members Afire!
Soon parish members will receive an Easter gift from the parish that oﬀers opportunity to learn
more about our Catholic faith, Set All Afire, Why the Church Still Matters, is a one-of-a-kind
CD that includes seven segments, approximately 10 minutes each, covering some of the most
important topics and questions in the Church today. They are sure to stir the soul and inspire
you to SET ALL AFIRE for love of Christ and His Church. This CD will be passed out to all
parish families at Masses over the Easter weekend. There will be group discussions
facilitated by parish coordinator Rob Tierney between Sunday Masses on April 27
and May 4. Mark your calendar so you can attend.

Cemetery Clean-Up April 5th

St. Mary Cemetery Spring Cleanup is scheduled for
8:00 A.M. April 5, 2014 – Rainout Date April 12,
2014. Remove all decorations or personal aﬀects
you want to keep before this time. Cemetery
regulations regarding these matters can be obtained
from the church oﬃce. Help is needed from
parishioners of both churches. Bring rakes, shovels,
wheel barrows, saws, and tools needed. Plan to be
finished by 12:00 noon.
Each year during the cleanup extra eﬀort is
made to repair old broken monuments, align small
existing monuments, and straighten monuments
that have tilted due to the settling ground around
them. Because of this special eﬀort by the
volunteers, our St. Mar y Cemeter y is being
renewed and takes on an appearance of pride and
revitalization
- Carrol Langenhorst, Cemetery Chair
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Father Kapaun Pilgrimage

By Mandy
McNei$
The Father Kapaun Pilgrimage is one of the
most challenging things I’ve done, but also one of
the most rewarding. Since the first pilgrimage in 2009,
our farm has been the “camping grounds” for the first night
of the walk. Being able to help with food, equipment, and
hospitality was something I really enjoyed and what made
me decide to actually participate in the pilgrimage in 2013,
along with two of my cousins.
Every second from Friday morning to Sunday
afternoon was a blessing. At every stopping point we
would gather together to reflect on diﬀerent parts of Emil
Kapaun’s life. When we were struggling, we were reminded
that it was only a fragment of what he and his fellow
soldiers went through. Sometimes we would walk in groups
and say the rosary or we would have times of silence for

Women’s Retreat
"I liked getting away to become more centered."
"Retreat director was so pleasant and engaging."
"I could have used an entire weekend!"
"It was wonderful and enlightening."
These are just a few of the overwhelmingly positive
responses received from the approximately 25 women who
attended the St. Mary Women's Retreat at the end of
January. Retreat attendees listened to presentations by
Chris Edmonds, a youth coordinator and retreat presenter
from the Diocese of Wichita, attended Mass, enjoyed an
adoration hour with music from the St. Mary Praise Band,
received the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and had ample
time for fellowship and personal reflection. They also
assembled donation bags for the Harvey County Safe
House and enjoyed delicious food catered from the Bread
Basket. Be sure to watch for a "Save the Date" for
the 3rd annual Women's Retreat sometime next fall!

personal prayer. Other times we would just start talking
with someone next to us and share our own stories and
experiences. In the afternoons when we reached our
destination for the day, there was always a meal prepared
for us. The kids would usually find some kind of game to
play and everyone just socialized and enjoyed each other’s
company.
My favorite thing about the pilgrimage was the
people. I was able to meet and get to know so many new
individuals and just talking to them impacted my
experience, and my life. Sometimes we forget how a smile
or someone to talk to can make such a diﬀerence to
someone else. The overall experience left me spiritually
revived and stronger than ever in my faith. I encourage
anyone considering participating to do so. Anyone can
participate, and I am excited to see both new and familiar
faces this year! The 2014 pilgrimage will be May 30 June 1. For more information, please contact Fr.
Eric Weldon at 316-262-1821 or J.P. and Audrea
Brunke at 620-545-7058.
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Letter from
Father Jim
Running races as a youngster – was sheer joy.
Whether playground, blacktop or dirt road – running
against two or twenty - I was ready! But it had to be a short
race, because I was a sprinter. Running at top speed, a
sprinter taps into every ounce of energy and breath - until
it's all spent – usually well within a minute.
Years later on entering the seminary – I was older and
slower, but still in good shape. For exercise, a classmate and
I decided to jog. He preferred running a four mile stretch –
which was a marathon to me. Eventually I was able to keep
up. Thank God for New Balance sneakers and good knees.
Long distance running requires a whole diﬀerent
“mental” than sprinting. It's not about speed but
endurance. The long distance runner regulates his breathing
and jogs at an even pace to conserve energy. He imagines
going the entire distance but works it one stride at a time.
He sets mini-goals – and making each one helps renew
determination. A running partner helps ward oﬀ boredom
and fosters a spirit of competition, since neither wants to be
the first to quit. To go the distance, one has to acquire
perseverance.
Perseverance is not flashy but - virtue in slow motion. It
allows for failure but learns from it and refuses to admit
defeat. It is a child of hope and is connected to a cluster of

RCIA

What Is

What does RCIA stand for? That is often the first
question that is asked when someone sees the acronym
RCIA. The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is the
most common process whereby men and women enter the
Catholic Church. This is the restoration of an ancient
practice of the church, which was a “reform” of the Second
Vatican Council. In the early Church this process usually
lasted for several years but is usually completed in about
nine months today.
There is the journey of the unbaptized, who are
known as catechumens once they enter the formation
process. The catechumen is introduced to the teaching of
the Church, the life of prayer, the mystery of Christ, and
conversion to Christian life. Those who have been baptized
in another Christian faith are known as candidates.
Generally, candidates are uncatechized Christians and share
with catechumens a similar journey.

other strengths: humility, sacrifice, persistence, endurance,
and confidence. If perseverance is a defining mark of a long
distance runner, it is also a defining mark of the faith-filled
disciple. When perseverance is described as Christian
virtue, we are talking about human virtue elevated by grace.
Our faith is often described as a pilgrimage or journey –
spanning our whole life. Our destiny is not so much a place
as it is a Person - our union with God. We long for it now
but anticipate its fullness in the life to come.
Now well into the penitential season of Lent, we look
with renewed hope to the celebration of Easter. Both
seasons represent microcosms of our lives, where we are
invited to share in the mystery of Christ's dying and rising.
Our lives are shaped by His paschal mystery. We resemble
Christ as we enter fully into this mystery. We become
sharers in His cross, and He shares in ours. If we have
identified with His dying by our self-denial during Lent,
then we will discover new growth as Easter arrives.
Regardless of how little or how generously we have given
ourselves to Christ throughout Lent – remember the journey
of our lives is not over. Persevere – with Christ! Buen
Camino! (Good Journey) By His resurrection, Jesus has
transformed the Cross from a symbol of defeat into a banner
of victory.
Have a Graced Holy Week
and a Joyous Easter,
Fr. Jim Mainzer
Catechumens and Candidates that are ready to
make a commitment to pursue the sacraments of initiation,
and have been judged by the Church ready to join the elect
are presented to the church and are enrolled in the book of
the elect. The book of the elect is signed by the
catechumens and the candidates, along with their sponsors,
during the Rite of Sending. They are sent to the bishop for
the Rite of the Elect, usually conducted by the bishop at the
cathedral. These Rites are celebrated on the first Sunday of
Lent, which was on March 9 this year.
During the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday the
sacraments of initiation, baptism, confirmation and the
Holy Eucharist are received. Those seeking to receive the
sacraments at the coming Holy Easter Vigil are: Catechumen
Sharon Reid, sponsored by Elesa Garcia. Sharon has
chosen St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton as her patron saint.
Catechumen Kari Sauerwein is sponsored by her husband
Tyler. Kari has selected St. Therese of Lisieux as her patron.
John Sommers is a candidate and is sponsored by Todd
Sturgeon. John has selected St. Florian as his patron.
Although this completes the RCIA process, the
Church teaches that the process of conversion is a lifetime
process for all Catholics. As Catholics we do not have an
intermediate goal line that ends our journey of faith. St.
Paul admonishes us that we must persevere in the pursuit of
holiness to the end.
- Gary Chaﬀee, RCIA instructor
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St. Mary's Altar Society is an organization that
unites all the women of our parish family, 18 years
and older, and is dedicated and committed to the
total mission of our church striving to promote
Christian living and ser vice, while fostering
spiritual growth.
We work together with our pastor to care for and
provide for the needs of our church altar by monies from
events, such as, The Annual Turkey Dinner and Bazaar,
preparing and serving food for St. Mary's School Fun
Night, preparing and serving the K of C Awards banquet,
funeral dinners, wedding receptions, and contracting
dinners in our community.

The MOM’s Group exists to provide emotional,
spiritual, and even physical support to one another
as we live out our vocation as mothers. The group was
formed in 2004 and oﬀers a sense of community, a place to
share morals and values and the opportunity to meet new
people. It is free to anyone who wants to grow in their
faith and fellowship with other like-minded women and is
a great way to know the people you sit next to in Mass or
see at parish functions.
We meet five times a month; weekly on Wednesday
mornings for playgroup and once a month in the evening
for a social activity without children (nursing babies are
always welcome). Past activities have included speakers on
spiritual and parenting topics, appetizers and drinks at area
restaurants and get-togethers in member's homes. We also
do special field trips for the playgroup which have included
a Papa Murphy's Pizza tour, playing at the Flip Flop Shop,
area splash parks and Botanica.
The group is comprised of stay-at-home moms, working
moms, Catholic moms, non-Catholic moms, expectant

Items we purchase for the altar are candles,
votives, and any items deemed necessary by our pastor.
This past year we have purchased new albs and cinctures
for our altar servers, gold and brass re-plating of the
tabernacle, processional cross, two wine cups, and all the
candle holders including the candelabras. We also recently
purchased oil candles for the candelabras which we will
use for the first time on Easter.
The Altar Society meets the first Thursday of the
month, January thru May at 7:00 p.m. in the school
cafeteria. Our September and May meetings include a
potluck dinner. Our meetings and events provide
opportunities for friendships and community spirit.
We encourage all the women in our parish to
participate in our meetings and events and look forward to
the future growth of our organization.

Before and
after the
re-plating of
the tabernacle

mothers, moms of infants, toddlers and school-aged
children, and those who support the vocation of
motherhood (aunts, grandmothers, etc.).
Thoughts from current members:
"MOM's Group is a great way to feel more connected to the parish
while developing adult relationships and fostering life long
$iendships among our children." - Molly
"The MOM's Group has been a blessing for me, thanks to a% the
moms who planned a% the activities, my girls and I have a lot of
fun every time we get together." - Nancy
"We had just started going to St. Mary's when I was pregnant
with my first child and the MOM's Group gave me a great way to
meet moms I would see at church. The MOM's Group gave me a
sense of belonging." - Amy
"I first became involved in MOM's Group when I moved to
Newton a few years ago and it is exactly what I was looking for. It
has a%owed me to grow in my faith, feel supported in my vocation
of motherhood, and helped me create wonderful $iendships with
truly amazing women." - Sharon

UPCOMING EVENTS
• April 5, 8am - Noon
2- Cemetery Clean-up
• April 5, 8:30am, Camp Hawk
- Fun Run
• April 12th, 1:00pm
- Poverty Simulation
• April 13th, 6:00pm, OLG
- Penance Service

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

• April 18th, 12 noon
- Living Stations
• April 26th, 5:00pm
- School Auction
• April 3oth, 6:00pm
- Religion Bowl & Ice Cream
• May 4th, 2:00pm
- First Communion Mass
• May 10th, 6:30pm
- Variety Acts of the Apostle
• May 11th, 9:30am
- Mother Daughter Breakfast
• May 26th, 9:o0am, Cemetery
- Memorial Day Mass
• May 30th & 31st, June 1st
- Kapaun Pilgrimage
• July 6 - 11th
- Totus Tuus @ St. Mary

The VanZelfden
Family praying
together at the
Relics program
in January

This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. It normally appears the first week of
January, April, July, and October. Deadlines are the 15th of the month before publish date. To submit articles, photos or
story ideas, contact Betty Lanzrath, news editor, at 316-772-3177 or email at lanzrath51@cox.net. For other inquiries,
contact Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org
106 E. 8th st., Newton, KS 67114 w (316) 282-0459 w stmarynewton.org w facebook.com/

