UPCOMING EVENTS
• Aug. 19 7pm
2- RCIA Information meeting
• Sept. 2, 6pm - 9pm
- VIRTUS training
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• Sept. 7, 2pm
- SVdP Information meeting
• Sept. 21, 3 - 7pm
- Parish Picnic @ Camp Hawk
• Sept. 14, 7pm
- CYM “Messy Games”
• Oct. 12, Noon - 3pm
- Ministry Leader Workshop
• Oct. 18
- CYM Lock-In

Friends
of the Poor
a NEW ministry is born - p.13

1st Communicants, May 4th 2014

A Summer to Remember
with Deacon David!
• Deacon writes about Vocations - p. 3
• PARISH PICNIC SEPT. 21- p. 3

Read his interview on p. 11

• “Each One, Reach One.” RCIA, Home Rosary Group - p. 4
• Faith Formation for Men, Women & Young Adults - p. 5
• Youth have been active in Mission and Adoration - p. 6
This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. It normally appears the
first week of February, May, August, and November. Deadlines are the 15th of the month before publish date.
To submit articles, photos or story ideas, contact Betty Lanzrath, news editor, at 316-772-3177 or email at
lanzrath51@cox.net. For other inquiries, contact Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at
620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org
106 E. 8th st., Newton, KS 67114 w (316) 282-0459 w stmarynewton.org w facebook.com/

• School Auction Update and a report on Totus Tuus 2014 - p. 7
• FINANCIAL REPORT , Dave Ramsey Class starting soon - p. 8 & 9
• Dillion’s Card Report, Lead like Jesus - p. 10
• Help for a Hero, Sign up for Scouting, Bells of St. Mary - p. 12
• St. Mary is Alive with MUSIC; read about each group - p. 14 & 15
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Letter from
Father
Jim
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Life Measured by FEET

Lately, while sitting in
the Celebrant's chair
d u r i n g Ma s s , t h e
stained glass window of
S t . Pe t e r h a s b e e n
catching my eye. It's
along the west wall of
the church, just beyond the ambo. The windows
become a kaleidoscope of color as the western sun
drenches them during the evening Mass. Each of the
stained glass windows along the walls of the church are
glazed with the image of an Apostle.
Strangely, my eyes were drawn to the feet of St.
Peter. He is barefoot. After walking the first 23 miles
on the Kapaun Pilgrimage, I have came to understand
the meaning of the word “tenderfoot.” The Kapaun
Pilgrimage is 60 miles and is a miniversion of the 500
mile camino along northern Spain. To walk these kinds
of distances is to know the agony of de feet. All sorts of
maladies to the feet and legs emerge: blisters, swelling,
cramps, aches, and joint pain just to name a few. Every
serious trekker has known and dealt with these things.
In the days of Jesus, walking was the normal
mode of transportation. He and his Apostles walked
the length and breadth of Palestine on foot. Footwear
was a protection for long treks. So I was surprised
when I noticed that all the Apostles featured on our
windows were barefoot. Why did the artist do this?
In the scriptures, feet are symbolic. In some
citations, feet refer to walking uprightly with the
Lord. Elsewhere, they symbolize lowly status. Being at
one's “footstool,” is to be under another's dominion.
Washing the feet of those who have trod the dusty
roads of Palestine was a necessary hospitality and a
sign of humility.
Our feet are usually not our favorite part of
the body. We use words such as ugly, big, smelly, and
flat to describe them. We spend hundreds of dollars
annually on pedicures and surgeries to help make them
look good and feel better. However, one scripture
exalts feet. Isaiah 52:7, a Christmas reading, describes
them as “beautiful.”
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace,
bearing good news, announcing salvation,
and saying to Zion, “Your God is King.”
Perhaps the artist had this in mind when he
created the windows. The feet of the Evangelist are

described as beautiful, and the Apostles were
evangelists. They trekked to the ends of the earth to
bring the beautiful message of salvation to other
peoples. The language of Pope Francis urges us today
to be a Church that walks. He doesn't want a Church
that sits around. He wants one that puts it's feet to the
pavement, to bring the message of Christ and the joy
of salvation to others.
Catholics have always been spiritual trekkers.
Missionary outreaches, pilgrimages, even our liturgical
processions – remind us that we are a Church on the
road. Like Jesus, we have no place to lay our head or to
call our home. The camino and Kapaun walks are
metaphors for life as a spiritual journey. As you gaze on
the pages of the fourth issue of Finding The Way, our
parish newsletter, you will see the footprints of life by
our parish family in it's spiritual journey. Our parish
family has its share of “sores and blisters.” But the
feature articles and activities show just how healthy
and alive we are. God has blessed us. I hope this issue
inspires your heart and invigorates your stride.

May your camino be blessed.
Fr. Jim Mainzer

On Friday May 30th,
Fr. Jim walked the first
23 miles of the annual
Kapaun Pilgrimage.
He hopes many more
St. Mary members will
join him next year!
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Get involved with
MUSIC at ST. MARY

By Rob Tierney, St. Mary Music Director
Music has such power; to heal, to inspire, to raise our
greatest glory to our magnificent God! These three
ensembles all do so in their own wonderful ways. It is an
honor and joy to direct them. Children’s Choir is a group
open for ANY student in the 4th - 8th grade. We meet for 1 hour each
week to prepare for singing at Mass once a month, special performances
such as caroling at nursing homes, the Parade of Lights, and music
contest in the spring. The Adult Choir, open to ALL in high school or
older, also rehearses 1 hour weekly, and looks to enhance the Mass with
more elaborate settings of hymns and songs. We sing for the 10:30 Mass
every 1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the year with summers oﬀ. The
group has really enjoyed the fellowship of being together as we have
added in several choir parties throughout the year!
The Praise Band is a new group at St. Mary, and something I
had thought about for years but didn’t intend to start so soon into my
new position. Fr. Jarrod Lies, director of Faith Formation at the
Diocese, had other ideas! Last summer, when he found out about my
band director experience, he enlisted my help to form a group to play for
confirmation retreats around the diocese. This group started small last
year but is looking to grow! Anyone interested in joining us needs to be
in high school or older, be familiar with this genre of music, and play an
instrument or sing in the contemporary style. This year we will once
again play for several confirmation retreats as well as special adoration
events and other performances in the community.

FINDING THE WAY
All regular rehearsals are on

Wednesdays
In the St. Cecilia Youth/
Music Room in the
Parish Center

Children’s Choir

3:30 - 4:30pm - Starts Sept. 3rd

Adult Choir

7:00 - 8:00pm - Starts Sept. 3rd

Praise Band

8:00 - 9:00pm - Starts Aug. 13th

For more information contact:
Rob Tierney at 620-960-5602
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Letter from
Deacon David - "What do you seek?" (Jn 1:35-39)
A vocation to any state of life is a calling to a
life of great sacrificial love. Many times we allow the
world and our own noise to cloud our thoughts and
avenues to living a holy and successful life. This is true
not only for those called to the married life but also for
those the Lord invites to share in His ministerial
priesthood. In the first chapter of the Gospel of John
Jesus begins with a question to his soon to be disciples
and apostles, "What do you seek?" This question
continues to be asked to each one of us. What do we
seek in this life and in the life to come? Are we seeking
out the path that allows us to love to the fullest? Like
the apostles, we answer with our fears, curiosity, and
our very selves.
When we answer this question, the Lord
charges us to investigate, grow, and to move forward!
Like a couple starting out in a relationship, there are
many questions, fears, and growth in the knowledge of
the other. So, too, is there for a man who begins his
relationship with the Good Shepherd in seminary
formation. Jesus tells the disciples after his question
to "Come and See." If a single man has an inclination
within himself that he might be called to a life

modeled after the Good Shepherd, I encourage him to
answer the invitation of Christ: "Come and See."
Check the seminary out, talk to other men who are
discerning a vocation. We have 65 men alone studying
for the Diocese of Wichita! Here in Newton we have a
parish son, Zach Weber, who is going to try it out.
Most importantly, spend time with the Eucharist in
adoration. Allow Christ to ask you the question and
invite you to a life filled with grace and joy!
Zach Weber from our parish
will be starting his seminary
formation this Fall at Conception
Seminary College. To assist him
in discerning if he might be
called to the priesthood, we have
formed a prayer apostolate for
him in our adoration chapel.
Please consider oﬀering your
holy hours for his intentions
throughout the year.

Parish members with last name beginning:
A - M (Side dishes) N - Z (Desserts)
Knights preparing meat dish.
Drinks & service ware provided.
Bring your lawn chairs!
Kids games, Fishing
Entertainment by the Children / Adult
Choirs and Praise Band
RSVP to parish office or sign-up
sheets after Mass by Sept. 15

Raising the Rafters of the Church!
By Evelyn Stabler, Accompanist & Cantor

1989 was the year Newton became my home
town, and when I started attending St. Mary
Catholic Church, where I became a Catholic - a long
time ago! Sister Janice Grochowsky and I started the
cantor program, trading off singing and playing the
organ. There was a 6 AM Mass on Sundays that I
decided not to do (a little early for me).
St. Mary’s
music ministry was starting to grow.
Then, when Father Jim came here, he asked if
I'd rather have a digital keyboard instead of the pipe
organ. My immediate response was "NO!" The beauty
of this organ has never been questioned, and Father
has never asked that question again.
So, what is so great about the organ? I love
the diﬀerent sounds it can make, the numerous stops
to pull to create those sounds, how playing the organ is
diﬀerent than the piano, and how it requires the
coordination of two hands and two feet on two
keyboards. Electricity blows the air through the
many diﬀerent shaped pipes that creates the sound
that floats through our sanctuary.
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Follow the “Footprints of GOD”
The acoustics in our church enhance the sound
of the organ as it pings oﬀ the walls and columns to
reach our ears. When playing a familiar hymn the
congregation knows and loves, their singing gets louder
and louder, and I can hear them over the organ. When
I increase the volume of the organ, the congregation
matches this by singing louder. We are "Raising the
rafters of the church"!
Music floats up to God and
we are truly praying twice in song! Amazing!

Footprints of God: The Story of Salvation from
Abraham to Augustine is a documentary film series
hosted by popular Catholic author, speaker, and
apologist Steve Ray, who takes you on amazing journeys
of discovery and adventure to meet the people and see
the places of Scripture and Church history. Journey
through the lands of the Bible to meet the key figures
in salvation history. It is the most original and dynamic
DVD series in Catholic Church history! The Footprints
Of God: The Story Of Salvation From Abraham To
Augustine will take you on a journey of discovery
through the sweeping saga of salvation.

To be viewed and discussed
in a small group setting,
4 week sessions starting

Sunday, Sept. 28th
9:30 - 11:00am
in the Parish Center.
Facilitated by Jim Schwarzenberger
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“Each One, Reach One!”
Who could YOU invite into our Faith? RCIA starts soon.
August is the right time to discern where the
Holy Spirit is working and who the Holy Spirit is
calling. It’s time to step out of your comfort zone. I like
the old saying each one reach one. What would happen
if each one of us tried to reach just one other person?
Some potential converts would say no thank you. But
be honest, would that take any time oﬀ your life? What
have you really lost if that happens? Sure, it’s possible
t h a t n o t h i n g w i l l h a p p e n w h e n y o u a c t i v a te
evangelization in your sphere of influence.
But then again, maybe something will happen.
And that something is the mightiest miracle on earth.
A life is changed. One more person encounters Jesus
Christ and His Church. You have brought another
human being to the Eucharist, and he has received the
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Lord.
You have nothing to lose. And they have
everything to gain. So, what’s stopping you? In August.
RCIA classes are forming in parishes all over our
country.

Family Home
Rosary Group
By E$en Herdler, parishioner
For seventeen years we
ha ve lived abroad with the
United States Air Force. Many
wonderful memories have
occurred while we were there. In a
foreign environment such as this, it is
important to create a family for love and
support. It seemed only natural to form ours around
the Church.
Very early on, we were introduced to a unique
gathering of people who met once a week, in their
homes, for prayer and fellowship. These prayerful
people became our home away from home. We found
that this Church connection was so important that we
have established this same group at every place we have
lived since, even after we returned to the states. We
fondly refer to it as the Family Home Rosary Group.
We are new to Newton and are building our Church
family once again. The Family Home Rosary Group is
for all members of the Newton Church family - no
matter your vocation in life. That means it is for singles
age 0-103, families with 2 to 22 members, priests,
deacons, sisters…everyone! We invite you to pray with

This year, discover just how important the month of
August really is.
If you take just a little initiative, imagine where
your friend could be standing next Easter Vigil – and
you, right behind him with your hand on his shoulder.
If God blesses you like that, I can tell you from
experience, the tears will be diﬃcult to contain.
Miracles are like that. But they usually start in
the quiet heat of an August evening. Make a call. Stop
for a visit. Send an email. Invite someone to try RCIA
this year! - By Denise Bossert ("om the Catholic Advance)
An informational meeting will be held on

Tuesday, Aug. 19th at 7pm
in the Parish Center.
Subsequent meetings wi$ be
weekly on Tuesday nights at 7pm
If you have any questions, you may call the
rectory at 282-0459, parish@stmarynewton.org
Or you may contact the RCIA instructor,
Gary Chaﬀee at 706-7924 or gchaffee1@cox.net

us each Friday evening, a nice way to end
the week. The rosary devotion begins
promptly at seven; arrive as early as sixthirty. Fellowship and refreshments to
follow, if you so desire.
Our hope is that there will be
standing-room-only in our home. If you
are looking to make a connection in the
parish, a “family” so-to-speak, join us. After
all, families who pray together, stay together. We
can attest to that. We are truly blessed with family all
over the world. Please join us!
Family Home Rosary Group meets

Every Friday
6:30pm for fellowship
Rosary promptly at 7:00pm
Steve, Ellen, Lea, and Tess Herdler
welcome ALL to their home at:

1121 Wedgewood Place, Newton
(316) 789-0809
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On June 20th, St. Mary hosted a Run/ Walk and
Breakfast for parishioner and Newton Firefighter
Vince Garcia to raise money for an addition on his
house to accommodate him as he battles with
complications of Lou Gehrig Disease. Donations are
still being accepted at: helpforahero.mydagsite.com

St. Anne Bible Study
Are you confused by the
media's claims that the Catholic
Church is waging a "war on
women"? What exactly does it
mean to be a Catholic woman?
The St. Anne Bible Study
group will be exploring these
questions as they study
Momnipotent, a new book by
Catholic author and mother of
eight, Danielle Bean.

TMIY year 3
SIGN UP FOR SCOUTING!
Join the fun as Cub Scout Pack 143 rolls into a new year. Recent activities
include receiving their Catholic Religious Awards from Bishop Kemme, a
weekend campout at Kelso’s pond (Thanks JT & Sandra), helping clear Sand
Creek Trail at Bethel College and canoeing on Sand Creek. Cub Scouts is a
family oriented program for boys in the first through fifth grade that provides
an opportunity for boys to build character, develop citizenship skills, and
achieve personal fitness. If you’d like to get involved in the Cub Scouting
program, please call our current Cubmaster, Mike Ruggiero, at 316-772-7896.

“The Bells of St. Mary I
Hear They are Calling ….”
by Deacon David Darland
Bells have had a significant role in our
Catholic faith and worship. The bells call us to stop,
drop, and pray for a moment. They also remind us to
look past this passing world to the world that is to
come. When a church placed new bells into a tower,
there was a special blessing. The bishop or
priest would anoint the bells during the
blessing rite with the oil of the sick.
Why? The Church would see that the
sound of the bells would reach the
persons hearing, and would stir them
to conversion and spiritual healing.
Bells (including Sanctus bells)
have traditionally been blessed before
being placed into ser vice in the
Church. The blessing of bells has even
been called "baptism of bells", due to
the extremely solemn process of
blessing bel ls in the pa st, which
resembled a baptism.

The third year of the
That Man is You! program, entitled “The Revelation of
the Father”, considers man in his relationship to his
children. It is modeled on the life of St. Joseph,
the man chosen to be the foster father of Jesus Christ,
God Incarnate.The fall semester considers the reality
of fatherhood and discovers a mystery far deeper than
a simple biological reality. Integrating the latest
medical science with the vision of St. Joseph
presented in Scripture, “The Revelation of the
Father” discovers a mystery that touches God.

Table of Plenty
By Tess Herdler, Young Adult Ministry Chair

The old ritual for blessing bells called for
washing the bells with holy water, anointing the
exterior of the bells with the oil of the sick, anointing
the interior of the bell with chrism, placing a censer
filled with burning incense under each bell, reciting
special prayers, and reading from Sacred Scripture.
St. Mary’s Bells Schedule:
5 minutes before each Mass
Noon Hour for the Angelus followed by the
Salve Regina.
3pm For the Hour of Mercy in which Jesus
oﬀered His complete self on the Cross
6pm for the Angelus.
Angelus: Part of Catholic tradition for centuries, the
Angelus prayer is a devotion in memory of the Incarnation,
traditiona!y prayed three times a day and accompanied by
the ringing of be!s, which serve as a ca! to prayer, though
many churches now skip the early morning be! ringing and
focus on noon and evening. Be! patterns coincide with the
three Hail Marys and the ending prayer.
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If someone struggles in their faith they tend to
feel alone and confused. This is how I felt most of my
life. Yes, I went to church and recited the prayers, but I
was just a body filling a seat, and my soul was not a part
of the Mass. It wasn’t until two years ago that I found
God.
I struggle with many different medical
complications which hit at full blast my freshman year
of college. When I thought I could not take it
anymore, God appeared to me after attending a
Christian bible study that my friend forced me to go to
with her. The faith that radiated from that group of
Christians guided me out of the dark path I was on,
and towards a relationship with God. Unfortunately, I
could no longer attend the study after my family’s
move to Newton, KS.
When I first walked into the doors of St.
Mary’s parish of Newton, my anxiety attacks that I
used to have every time I attended Mass at my old
parish vanished! It was a completely diﬀerent
environment, one in which I felt comfortable and at
home! I had never felt so welcomed and relaxed in a
church before, but I wanted more. After attending that
Christian bible study in Wichita, I wanted to be a part
of something similar here at St. Mary.

ALL WOMEN are invited to join

Thursday mornings at 9:30am
The first meeting will be September 4, at the
home of Charisse Tierney. Young children are
welcome to attend with their mothers,
and snacks will be provided.
For more information contact:
Charisse Tierney at 316-283-1414

ALL MEN
Are invited to join

Saturday mornings at 6:30am
Starts September 20th at the Parish Center.
A hearty breakfast starts the morning,
followed by the program and small group
discussion. For more information contact:
Mike Fe!ows at 785-259-5993
After a couple months of being a parishioner at
St. Mary Newton, I decided to finally begin a bible
study! A fellow parishioner set up a core team to lead
the study – Jay Leininger, Kylie Mick, Lea Herdler, and
I. We immediately began preparing for meetings and
were very excited for the study! After a couple of
weeks of preparation, the study was finally ready to
begin! I have a lot of people ask me about our mascot,
which is an otter that looks like it is praying. It seems
as though I am supposed to have an elaborate story for
how the core team came up with the mascot, yet we
don’t. We just thought the otter was adorable and
humorous.
Table of Plenty has helped me to grow in my
faith and I hope it helps others too! I could not have
asked for a better study with better people and I thank
God every day for making Table of Plenty a reality! As
I said earlier, when people are struggling in their faith,
they often feel alone and confused, but thanks to the
people of Table of Plenty, I no longer feel alone. . . only
cherished and supported!

Sunday mornings at 11:30am
in the Kapaun Library ,Open to all, ages 18 - 30
For more information contact:
Tess Herdler at 316-409-4608
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CYM mission trip to Chicago
By Bi$ Weber, CYM leader
The CYM (Catholic Youth Ministry) learned firsthand
the dualities of the big city on a trip to perform
mission work in Chicago, witnessing luxur y on
Michigan Ave, and poverty on the South Side. The
experience began with a 12 hour train ride which took
the group into the heart of the city. The first night
included authentic deep dish Pizza at Geno's East,
sponsored by K of C Council 976. The next day the
group boarded the subway to volunteer at Su Casa, The
Catholic Worker, which is a shelter for homeless
Latino families fleeing domestic violence, or who need

Pictures by Ma&ie Smet

a place to reside for up to a year through the
immigration process. The group worked for two days
completing tasks that the staﬀ just couldn't complete
without the help of many hands. A little fun was built
into the trip as the group took an evening Segway tour
of the Marina on Lake Michigan following Mass at
Holy Name Cathedral. Then we watched the fireworks
oﬀ of Navy Pier. The next day entailed another full
day of work at the shelter, followed by a little bit of
free time before lights out. Before the 12 hour journey
home, the youth roamed Millennium and Grant parks
to say goodbye to the windy city.

Unknotted was a Eucharistic
Adoration event held on July 30th.
Over 85 young people from
Newton and around the Diocese
gathered for a beautiful evening of
adoration and confession. This
will become a yearly tradition
thanks to Deacon David!

.
0
4

Other
CYM
NEWS
Seniors WIN!
3rd Annual
Religion Bowl

Hannah
Carlgren
2014
Parish
Scholarship
Winner

Balloon Rosary
Launched on June 22nd
for Religious Freedom

The Unknotted musicians with Deacon David
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Dillons Gift Card Ministry update

Totus Tuus 2014

By Mike Fe!ows, Di!ons card ministry chair
Good news f rom the Dillon Gift Card
Ministry! This is a special thank you to all those who
sold Dillons gift cards during the last year and those
who used them for their purchases. By taking the time
to make your grocery, gas and other purchases while at
a Dillons or Kwik Shop, St Mary’s earned nearly
$12,000 last year. This bonus is used by the parish
where it is needed. It’s exciting to be part of a
ministry that only asks that we make a conscious eﬀort
to put our grocery and gas monies on a gift card and
then use the card for our purchases. It’s also rewarding
knowing that each time we use it, we are helping out.
We still get our Dillons card gift points and St. Mary’s
receives 5% of what we spend. Using Dillons gift cards
is the easiest way for all of us to make an extra eﬀort
above and beyond what we have committed to. It is a
bonus to what we tithe, because it provides a way to
give the church some of what we budget and spend for
our needs.

"Today was so much fun!"
Those were the words I heard every
afternoon when my kids returned home
from Totus Tuus this summer--and that
was after a day in which they had prayed
the Rosary, attended Mass, and sat
t h r o u g h c l a s s e s o n t h e Te n
Commandments and beloved saints.
But that's the genius of the vacation
bible school-like week. Totus Tuus
intertwines the fundamentals of our
Catholic faith with games, water fights,
music, and energetic college-age leaders
who are willing to become human
"sundaes" as the students pour
chocolate syrup, whipped cream, and
other ice cream toppings over them.
Totus Tuus is a memorable week that
kindles a fire for our faith in our youth,
and leaves them thirsting for more!

Leading Like JESUS!
An active, vibrant parish has many ministries and groups.
Each of these ministries needs to be led, and for the
success of these ministries we need to help develop good
leaders who will in turn sustain and grow their ministry to
help bring others closer to Christ. Parish Coordinator,
Rob Tierney, will present a workshop for current ministry
leaders or any other parishioners interested in leadership
on Sunday, Oct. 12th. Here is a description from the book
from which this workshop is based:
“Explore the eﬀectiveness of Christ as servant, steward, and
shepherd whether you face everyday cha!enges of disbelief,
mistrust, and confusion, or you work to inspire, educate, or
influence those around you. Learn how to apply core principles in
your family, in the community, in the parish, or on the job.”

NFP Class
Series
Starting
September
13th
Contact Charisse
Tierney for more
information at
316-283-1414

Currently, only 25%
of us are routinely using this
program. It is easy to see
what we could do if we all
got behind the Dillons gift
card promotion and utilized this wonderful program.
July starts a new fiscal year for the church. I believe
that if we all use the gift cards, more than $24,000 can
be raised next year.
If you are using the Dillons gift cards tell your
friends how easy it is. If you’re not, stop and see us at
the back of church. Every month we’ll post the
current status of the Dillons gift card program at the
Dillons table. We will also have cards available to get
you started in the program. I hope and pray that we
can all get behind and use this program to help provide
for the church. Stewardship and good will does not
end in church. With the Dillons gift cards we can
extend it to the grocery store, convenience store and
gas pump.

Sunday
October 12th
12 - 3pm
Lunch provided by the
Stewardship Committee
For ALL St. Mary
Ministry Leaders or
anyone interested in
Catholic leadership.
RSVP by Oct. 6th to the
parish oﬃce 282-0459

Wednesday night
PSR & CYM
starts September 10th
A slight change this year for the Wednesday night
programs will be ending 15 minutes earlier.
Start at 6:30pm, End at 7:45pm
This year will also be a confirmation year for all high
school Freshmen and Sophomores. Check the bulletin
and back of church for registration forms and more
information to come.

School Auction Update
St. Mary Catholic School would like to thank the many
participants, volunteers, and donors that contributed
to the success of our 2014 auction. Just over $51,000
was raised this year. Thank you!
The money is broken up into three areas benefitting
the school and our children. The auction will help to
fund our school teams, provide a new reading series
and update our technology infrastructure.
With funds from the auction, students are able to
participate in football, cross country, volleyball,
basketball, wrestling, cheerleading, soccer, track,
scholar bowl, religion bowl, and battle of the books
without charging additional fees to the students and
their families. This allows everyone to participate
regardless of their economic situation.
April 26th was a “Knight” to remember! Photos by: Beth Lowry
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Second, the money from the auction will fund a new
reading series called “Wonders” for grades K-5. This
was one of the suggested reading series from the
textbook committee through the Wichita Diocese.
The final project which will see immediate results is
the technology infrastructure upgrade. Over the past
several years, we have been blessed to upgrade our
laptops, were given Microsoft Surface tablets by a
donor, and have added curriculum that has technology
integrated into the curriculum. All of these items
require additional resources from our server and
bandwidth. With the help of the auction funds, we are
upgrading our server, replacing wireless points and
increasing bandwidth.
As you can see, the money from the auction helps in
many areas around the school and touches each
student in some way. We thank you for your support
of our school auction!
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Financial Report - Fiscal Year 2013-14
The Fiscal year, which ended on June 30th, 2014, showed regular weekend collections were up overall from
the previous year about $7,000; however that was still under the additional $46,506 needed to balance the expenses.
Looking at the numbers, you can see what money is coming in, where it is being spent, how many months we were
under budget and how the giving breaks down upon our parishioners. In order to stay fiscally sound and keep our
church, school and programs strong all members of our parish family must contribute!

The McCreary’s Tithing Story - Starting to Tithe, Little by little
“When we started church at St. Mary’s, we just put a $10 bi$ in the co$ection each week. A*er we had
been here a few years, the priest asked that we start using the envelopes. I thought nothing of it, but on the
way home my wife gave me “the look” and said we were going to start using the envelopes. We’ve been
using them ever since. We started with the $10 per week, just wrote a check and put it in the envelope.
Then we would get our raises each year, and we would increase it $5. Each year it increased and to be
honest we never missed the money because it was coming out of our pay increase (money we didn’t have
before). Eventua$y we got to the point where we were tithing.” - Pat McCreary, Finance Council

89.1%

Fiscal Year 2014 RECEIPTS

3.0%
2.2%

Regular Weekend Collections - $715,283
Special Collections - $23,841
Bequests - $18,000
TOTAL
Dillons Cards - $12,681
$802, 705
Gifts - $10,382
Other - $22, 515

1.6%
1.3%
2.8%

56.7%

Fiscal Year 2014 EXPENSES

21.4%

School (HS & ES) - $481,151
Personnel - $181, 618
Stewardship - $72, 553
Facilities - $55,332
Programs - $34,798
Other - $23,793

8.5%
6.5%
4.1%

TOTAL
$849,211

DEFICIT
$46,506

2.8%

GIVING BY MONTH
Budget
$61, 744/Month
Actual
Collections

JUL

SEP
$74,415

$50,794 $51,753

JAN
$64,636

$61,747
$49,526
$12,671

Surplus
Deficit

NOV

$53,963 $58,563 $59,899

MAY
$67,366

-$12,218

$56,746

$65,794

$5,622

$2,892

$3
-$10,950-$9,991

MAR

-$7,781 -$3,181 -$1,845

$4,050
-$4,998
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Financial Report - Fiscal Year 2013-14
The Fiscal year, which ended on June 30th, 2014, showed regular weekend collections were up overall from
the previous year about $7,000; however that was still under the additional $46,506 needed to balance the expenses.
Looking at the numbers, you can see what money is coming in, where it is being spent, how many months we were
under budget and how the giving breaks down upon our parishioners. In order to stay fiscally sound and keep our
church, school and programs strong all members of our parish family must contribute!

56.8%

27.2%
3.7%
12.3%
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Who is giving? How much?
17 households give $4,500 - $18,000 per year
57 households give $2,000 - $4,500 per year
263 households give $1 - $2000 per year
126 households give ZERO per year

The McCreary’s Tithing Story - Starting to Tithe, Little by little
“When we started church at St. Mary’s, we just put a $10 bi! in the co!ection each week. A*er we had
been here a few years, the priest asked that we start using the envelopes. I thought nothing of it, but on the
way home my wife gave me “the look” and said we were going to start using the envelopes. We’ve been
using them ever since. We started with the $10 per week, just wrote a check and put it in the envelope.
Then we would get our raises each year, and we would increase it $5. Each year it increased and to be
honest we never missed the money because it was coming out of our pay increase (money we didn’t have
before). Eventua!y we got to the point where we were tithing.” - Pat McCreary, Finance Council
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TOTAL
Dillons Cards - $12,681
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Gifts - $10,382
Other - $22, 515
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2.8%

56.7%

Fiscal Year 2014 EXPENSES

21.4%

School (HS & ES) - $481,151
Personnel - $181, 618
Stewardship - $72, 553
Facilities - $55,332
Programs - $34,798
Other - $23,793

8.5%
6.5%
4.1%

TOTAL
$849,211

DEFICIT
$46,506

2.8%

GIVING BY MONTH
Budget
$61, 744/Month
Actual
Collections

JUL

SEP
$74,415

$50,794 $51,753

JAN
$64,636

$61,747
$49,526
$12,671

Surplus
Deficit

NOV

$53,963 $58,563 $59,899

MAY
$67,366

-$12,218

$56,746

$65,794

$5,622

$2,892

$3
-$10,950-$9,991

MAR

-$7,781 -$3,181 -$1,845

$4,050
-$4,998

WHAT IF?
WHAT IF?

The 126 households giving nothing started giving $5/week?
ANSWER - an additional $32,760 per year
All 463 registered parishioners gave $5/week more?
ANSWER - an additional $120,380 per year

NEW! Starting the weekend of August 16th & 17th

YOUTH OFFERING
In order to better include and form our young people to be
generous givers we will start a separate youth collection.
During the time of the oﬀertory we will invite youth to
come forward to give their part of the collection and learn
to give back freely part of what God has given to them.
Corinthians 9:6-7
Now this I say, he who sows sparingly wi! also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifu!y wi! also reap bountifu!y. Each one must do just as he has purposed in
his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

GOT QUESTIONS?

"The value of a man lies in what he
gives, and not in what he is capable
of receiving." - Albert Einstein

A box is in the back of church for submission of anonymous questions.

Answers from Fr. Jim, parish staﬀ, or ministry leaders will be printed in the bulletin and/or next newsletter.

Having trouble with your Finances?
Don’t feel like you can give?
Help is on the way!
Classes will begin
Monday Sept. 22 at
7pm in the Parish
Center.
FREE preview class
after Mass on the
weekend of Sept. 13 &
14, also Monday Sept. 15
ANYONE interested in attending this class wi! not be turned away.
If you are unable to pay the registration fee, an anonymous donor has oﬀered to provide scholarships.
Please contact the parish oﬃce for more information at 282-0459

Financial Peace
University classes
helped us to set up
a budget and put
money aside for
everything; for
example Christmas,
oil changes, and car tags. Things that
seem to sneak up on you and you are not
sure as to how you are going to pay for it
a!. It is nice to have the emergency fund
for when the unexpected happens. By
investing in the program you are able to
go back and review anything you may
have questions on. - Michelle Koehn
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Dillons Gift Card Ministry update
By Mike Fe$ows, Di$ons card ministry chair
Good news f rom the Dillon Gift Card
Ministry! This is a special thank you to all those who
sold Dillons gift cards during the last year and those
who used them for their purchases. By taking the time
to make your grocery, gas and other purchases while at
a Dillons or Kwik Shop, St Mary’s earned nearly
$12,000 last year. This bonus is used by the parish
where it is needed. It’s exciting to be part of a
ministry that only asks that we make a conscious eﬀort
to put our grocery and gas monies on a gift card and
then use the card for our purchases. It’s also rewarding
knowing that each time we use it, we are helping out.
We still get our Dillons card gift points and St. Mary’s
receives 5% of what we spend. Using Dillons gift cards
is the easiest way for all of us to make an extra eﬀort
above and beyond what we have committed to. It is a
bonus to what we tithe, because it provides a way to
give the church some of what we budget and spend for
our needs.

Leading Like JESUS!
An active, vibrant parish has many ministries and groups.
Each of these ministries needs to be led, and for the
success of these ministries we need to help develop good
leaders who will in turn sustain and grow their ministry to
help bring others closer to Christ. Parish Coordinator,
Rob Tierney, will present a workshop for current ministry
leaders or any other parishioners interested in leadership
on Sunday, Oct. 12th. Here is a description from the book
from which this workshop is based:
“Explore the eﬀectiveness of Christ as servant, steward, and
shepherd whether you face everyday cha$enges of disbelief,
mistrust, and confusion, or you work to inspire, educate, or
influence those around you. Learn how to apply core principles in
your family, in the community, in the parish, or on the job.”

NFP Class
Series
Starting
September
13th
Contact Charisse
Tierney for more
information at
316-283-1414

Currently, only 25%
of us are routinely using this
program. It is easy to see
what we could do if we all
got behind the Dillons gift
card promotion and utilized this wonderful program.
July starts a new fiscal year for the church. I believe
that if we all use the gift cards, more than $24,000 can
be raised next year.
If you are using the Dillons gift cards tell your
friends how easy it is. If you’re not, stop and see us at
the back of church. Every month we’ll post the
current status of the Dillons gift card program at the
Dillons table. We will also have cards available to get
you started in the program. I hope and pray that we
can all get behind and use this program to help provide
for the church. Stewardship and good will does not
end in church. With the Dillons gift cards we can
extend it to the grocery store, convenience store and
gas pump.

Sunday
October 12th
12 - 3pm
Lunch provided by the
Stewardship Committee
For ALL St. Mary
Ministry Leaders or
anyone interested in
Catholic leadership.
RSVP by Oct. 6th to the
parish oﬃce 282-0459

Wednesday night
PSR & CYM
starts September 10th
A slight change this year for the Wednesday night
programs will be ending 15 minutes earlier.
Start at 6:30pm, End at 7:45pm
This year will also be a confirmation year for all high
school Freshmen and Sophomores. Check the bulletin
and back of church for registration forms and more
information to come.

6 August 2014

FINDING THE WAY

FINDING THE WAY

Interview with Deacon

CYM mission trip to Chicago
By Bi! Weber, CYM leader
The CYM (Catholic Youth Ministry) learned firsthand
the dualities of the big city on a trip to perform
mission work in Chicago, witnessing luxur y on
Michigan Ave, and poverty on the South Side. The
experience began with a 12 hour train ride which took
the group into the heart of the city. The first night
included authentic deep dish Pizza at Geno's East,
sponsored by K of C Council 976. The next day the
group boarded the subway to volunteer at Su Casa, The
Catholic Worker, which is a shelter for homeless
Latino families fleeing domestic violence, or who need

Pictures by Ma'ie Smet

a place to reside for up to a year through the
immigration process. The group worked for two days
completing tasks that the staﬀ just couldn't complete
without the help of many hands. A little fun was built
into the trip as the group took an evening Segway tour
of the Marina on Lake Michigan following Mass at
Holy Name Cathedral. Then we watched the fireworks
oﬀ of Navy Pier. The next day entailed another full
day of work at the shelter, followed by a little bit of
free time before lights out. Before the 12 hour journey
home, the youth roamed Millennium and Grant parks
to say goodbye to the windy city.

Unknotted was a Eucharistic
Adoration event held on July 30th.
Over 85 young people from
Newton and around the Diocese
gathered for a beautiful evening of
adoration and confession. This
will become a yearly tradition
thanks to Deacon David!

.
0
4

Other
CYM
NEWS
Seniors WIN!
3rd Annual
Religion Bowl

Hannah
Carlgren
2014
Parish
Scholarship
Winner

Balloon Rosary
Launched on June 22nd
for Religious Freedom

The Unknotted musicians with Deacon David

August 2014 11

Stepping Out
Upon high school graduation, Deacon David
accepted the call, and the Wichita Diocese assigned
St. Mary Parish has been blessed with the
him to St. John Vianney College Seminary, St. Paul
presence of a diocesan deacon again, and he sat down
MN. David describes this as a leap of faith, but for
to share his journey of his life’s vocation.
four years he kept going back and felt joy in his heart.
Deacon David Darland is the oldest of three
After graduation, Bishop Jackels assigned him to
boys whose spiritual formation began at St. Joseph
theology school at Mount St. Mary. He was there 1 ½
Parish in Wichita under the Redemptorist priest’s
years and “got cold feet”. He said, “Lord, I don’t know.
guidance. In second grade he experienced his first
This is scary.” So he decided to take a semester oﬀ and
desire for the priesthood. The Redemptorists helped
worked at Globe Engineering in Wichita.
nurture his love of the Eucharist and the blessed
But that joy and love and desire to serve the
Mother at a young age.
people
did
not leave him. With guidance from Fr. Ken
Defining Moments
Van Haverbeke, David says he really
It was at his First Communion
learned what the love of God is and
Mass that Deacon David thought, “Wow,
how to love God. Deacon says,
what Father is doing gives me joy.” Even
“Sometimes you need to step out of the
though he thought about other careers,
situation to know what God wants you
the desire for the Priesthood and love of
to do.”
serving never left his heart. Deacon
“The Right Thing”
David says, “When Father brought me
So David says he humbled himself and
the Eucharist I wanted to do the same
went back to Mount St. Mary filled
thing.”
with joy and peace. He was ordained a
When his family moved to St.
deacon on May 23, 2014 by Bishop Carl
Peter Schulte parish during his sixth
Kemme. He felt peace and love then
grade year, he met his first diocesan
that what he was doing was the right
priest, Father Patrick York. Later, he
thing. David says this joy is not meant
attended Bishop Carroll High School,
just for him but meant to be shared.
where he found himself contemplating
A human sundae at Totus Tuus ! David has found that once he said yes
the path of courtship and marriage.
he found life so joyful.
When girls asked him what he was going to do with his
When Deacon David was asked what he
life, he was reluctant to tell them about the priesthood
enjoyed about his summer at St. Mary’s, he is quick to
idea. There was a sense of fear even though he knew
respond about the welcoming spirit he found here. He
deep down in his heart that he wanted to serve the
was pleased with his assignment to St. Mary since his
Lord. He had a high school girlfriend for awhile, but
great grandmother, Margaret McGlachlin, was a long
she pointed out to him that he would make a good
time parishioner at St. Mary’s, and his parents were
priest. Soon they parted ways as friends. He now says
married here. Deacon David reiterated that the good
he feels he was trying to be someone he wasn’t in high
people of St. Mary opened their hearts and showed
school, and was trying to run from the call of the
their desire for him to grow as a cleric. That is what
priesthood.
gave him the energy to give all that he is to his family
The Lord said, “I have an invitation for you.”
here at St. Mary’s. He hopes to be back at Christmas
During Deacon David’s junior year at a school
and promises to pray for his St. Mary family while
talent show he noticed a priest in the front row,
asking for our prayers as he continues his journey to
laughing and filled with joy. He learned the priest was
the priesthood.
Deacon loves to have fun and
Father Jarrod Lies. David says he wondered, “Why is
can be a practical joker. Some
he so happy being a priest?” It was in that moment that
young adults had the last
Deacon David recognized the Lord’s invitation for
laugh when they covered his
him, and he was gifted with the same joy he saw in
car in STICKY NOTES!
Father Jarrod, a priest whom he says was instrumental
in helping him to see that it was okay to be Catholic
“out loud”. David’s purification conversion of
responding to the Lord started that day.

By Betty Lanzrath, newsletter editor
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On June 20th, St. Mary hosted a Run/ Walk and
Breakfast for parishioner and Newton Firefighter
Vince Garcia to raise money for an addition on his
house to accommodate him as he battles with
complications of Lou Gehrig Disease. Donations are
still being accepted at: helpforahero.mydagsite.com

SIGN UP FOR SCOUTING!
Join the fun as Cub Scout Pack 143 rolls into a new year. Recent activities
include receiving their Catholic Religious Awards from Bishop Kemme, a
weekend campout at Kelso’s pond (Thanks JT & Sandra), helping clear Sand
Creek Trail at Bethel College and canoeing on Sand Creek. Cub Scouts is a
family oriented program for boys in the first through fifth grade that provides
an opportunity for boys to build character, develop citizenship skills, and
achieve personal fitness. If you’d like to get involved in the Cub Scouting
program, please call our current Cubmaster, Mike Ruggiero, at 316-772-7896.

“The Bells of St. Mary I
Hear They are Calling ….”
by Deacon David Darland
Bells have had a significant role in our
Catholic faith and worship. The bells call us to stop,
drop, and pray for a moment. They also remind us to
look past this passing world to the world that is to
come. When a church placed new bells into a tower,
there was a special blessing. The bishop or
priest would anoint the bells during the
blessing rite with the oil of the sick.
Why? The Church would see that the
sound of the bells would reach the
persons hearing, and would stir them
to conversion and spiritual healing.
Bells (including Sanctus bells)
have traditionally been blessed before
being placed into ser vice in the
Church. The blessing of bells has even
been called "baptism of bells", due to
the extremely solemn process of
blessing bel ls in the pa st, which
resembled a baptism.

The old ritual for blessing bells called for
washing the bells with holy water, anointing the
exterior of the bells with the oil of the sick, anointing
the interior of the bell with chrism, placing a censer
filled with burning incense under each bell, reciting
special prayers, and reading from Sacred Scripture.
St. Mary’s Bells Schedule:
5 minutes before each Mass
Noon Hour for the Angelus followed by the
Salve Regina.
3pm For the Hour of Mercy in which Jesus
oﬀered His complete self on the Cross
6pm for the Angelus.
Angelus: Part of Catholic tradition for centuries, the
Angelus prayer is a devotion in memory of the Incarnation,
traditiona$y prayed three times a day and accompanied by
the ringing of be$s, which serve as a ca$ to prayer, though
many churches now skip the early morning be$ ringing and
focus on noon and evening. Be$ patterns coincide with the
three Hail Marys and the ending prayer.

4 August 2014

FINDING THE WAY

“Each One, Reach One!”
Who could YOU invite into our Faith? RCIA starts soon.
August is the right time to discern where the
Holy Spirit is working and who the Holy Spirit is
calling. It’s time to step out of your comfort zone. I like
the old saying each one reach one. What would happen
if each one of us tried to reach just one other person?
Some potential converts would say no thank you. But
be honest, would that take any time oﬀ your life? What
have you really lost if that happens? Sure, it’s possible
t h a t n o t h i n g w i l l h a p p e n w h e n y o u a c t i v a te
evangelization in your sphere of influence.
But then again, maybe something will happen.
And that something is the mightiest miracle on earth.
A life is changed. One more person encounters Jesus
Christ and His Church. You have brought another
human being to the Eucharist, and he has received the
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Lord.
You have nothing to lose. And they have
everything to gain. So, what’s stopping you? In August.
RCIA classes are forming in parishes all over our
country.

Family Home
Rosary Group
By E!en Herdler, parishioner
For seventeen years we
ha ve lived abroad with the
United States Air Force. Many
wonderful memories have
occurred while we were there. In a
foreign environment such as this, it is
important to create a family for love and
support. It seemed only natural to form ours around
the Church.
Very early on, we were introduced to a unique
gathering of people who met once a week, in their
homes, for prayer and fellowship. These prayerful
people became our home away from home. We found
that this Church connection was so important that we
have established this same group at every place we have
lived since, even after we returned to the states. We
fondly refer to it as the Family Home Rosary Group.
We are new to Newton and are building our Church
family once again. The Family Home Rosary Group is
for all members of the Newton Church family - no
matter your vocation in life. That means it is for singles
age 0-103, families with 2 to 22 members, priests,
deacons, sisters…everyone! We invite you to pray with
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This year, discover just how important the month of
August really is.
If you take just a little initiative, imagine where
your friend could be standing next Easter Vigil – and
you, right behind him with your hand on his shoulder.
If God blesses you like that, I can tell you from
experience, the tears will be diﬃcult to contain.
Miracles are like that. But they usually start in
the quiet heat of an August evening. Make a call. Stop
for a visit. Send an email. Invite someone to try RCIA
this year! - By Denise Bossert (#om the Catholic Advance)
An informational meeting will be held on

Tuesday, Aug. 19th at 7pm
in the Parish Center.
Subsequent meetings wi! be
weekly on Tuesday nights at 7pm
If you have any questions, you may call the
rectory at 282-0459, parish@stmarynewton.org
Or you may contact the RCIA instructor,
Gary Chaﬀee at 706-7924 or gchaffee1@cox.net

us each Friday evening, a nice way to end
the week. The rosary devotion begins
promptly at seven; arrive as early as sixthirty. Fellowship and refreshments to
follow, if you so desire.
Our hope is that there will be
standing-room-only in our home. If you
are looking to make a connection in the
parish, a “family” so-to-speak, join us. After
all, families who pray together, stay together. We
can attest to that. We are truly blessed with family all
over the world. Please join us!
Family Home Rosary Group meets

Every Friday
6:30pm for fellowship
Rosary promptly at 7:00pm
Steve, Ellen, Lea, and Tess Herdler
welcome ALL to their home at:

1121 Wedgewood Place, Newton
(316) 789-0809

“Show us the works… ”
By Jim Moore, parishioner

Are you someone who has experienced God’s
call and found your life more fulfilled? Or perhaps you
are someone who is aware of a calling but just can’t
quite identify it. Have you found yourself feeling
awkward and conflicted when faced with those in
poverty or those who are homeless? Do you struggle
with the thought of loving Jesus through loving His
poor? Are you desiring an opportunity to expand your
faith, your spiritual joy while practicing the corporal
works of mercy? Should any of these questions spark
an interest in you, please know you are needed.
When and What - April 23, 1833 saw the birth
of a movement that would spread worldwide in 33
years. This movement was born out of an encounter
that Frederick Ozanam had with a fellow student at
the University of Paris. The other student asserted
“that while the Catholic Church was at one time a
great Church and a great source of
good...what was it doing for the poor now?
Show us the works and we will believe
you” that “the Catholic Church is still a
great Church”. Frederick and several of
his classmates accepted this challenge
and thus the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul began. This was a time of great
society turmoil in France which was
still coming to grips with the
consequences of the French Revolution.
Societal chaos and poverty prevailed
across the nation. The name for the society
was chosen out of respect for the work with the
poor that St. Vincent performed in the 17th century
along with St. Louise de Marillac, founder of the
Daughters of Charity. Later, in 1809, St. Elizabeth Ann
Seaton founded the Sisters of Charity in the United
States. The Society of St Vincent de Paul remains the
largest lay organization focused on loving the poor.
How - Many of you are familiar with parishes
that have a conference of the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul. As you know, the scope of activities that the
Society participates in is very broad, ranging from
thrift shops and food kitchens to the basic core
activity of personally calling upon and relating with
those who are poor. Most conferences (this is the name
for the local parish Society unit) expend their charity
at the level of the personal relationship. The primary
way this is done is through the home visit, which
allows for the assessment of immediate need and the
building of a longer term relationship through which
hope can infuse the spiritual life of the Vincentian
(member of the conference) and that of our friends. It
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is through this act of caring that we can more clearly
see Jesus in all of us. Conference activities are funded
through a variety of sources including, but not limited
to, parishioner donations, public donors, parish
donation, fund raising activities (e.g. Walk with the
Poor each fall), poor boxes in Churches, and even
designated collections. It is the Conferences’
obligation to manage their funds to accomplish the
most good. This can be a daunting experience when
faced with such enormity of poverty; however, with
the guidance of the Society there are compassionate
and eﬀective methods for prioritizing.
Where - Fr. Jim and Fr. Juan are committed to
encouraging the development of a joint Parish
Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
There have been some announcements in the parish
bulletin over the past weeks designed to get your
attention. With this article we are announcing our
intent to organize a joint St. Mary and Our Lady
conference. Our hope is to be up and providing by late
summer or early fall. We are at the point now
where we are reaching out to you to
consider joining us in this ministry. There
are many roles, and room for everyone’s
comfort level. An active Vincentian can
expect to be enga ged in Society
activities at a minimum of four hours
per month.
Why Now - There are many
responses to this question. Both
parishes have a long histor y of
sensitivity and charity. The food pantry at
Our Lady is a good example, along with the
responses to clothing and Christmas gifts
sponsored by the Social Justice committee at St
Mary. What the St. Vincent de Paul Society does is
take the sensitivity and charity one further step and
turns it into a personal relationship based on
Spirituality, Friendship and Service. Please pray for us,
pray to be open to the Spirit, and consider joining us in
this mission.

Sunday September 7 - 2pm
in the Parish Center
We invite you to join us for a discussion of
the Society by John Harris who is a member of the
Blessed Sacrament Conference from Wichita.
Until then, if you have questions feel #ee to contact
Jim Moore at 316-283-5793 or
the St. Mary parish oﬃce.
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Get involved with
MUSIC at ST. MARY

By Rob Tierney, St. Mary Music Director
Music has such power; to heal, to inspire, to raise our
greatest glory to our magnificent God! These three
ensembles all do so in their own wonderful ways. It is an
honor and joy to direct them. Children’s Choir is a group
open for ANY student in the 4th - 8th grade. We meet for 1 hour each
week to prepare for singing at Mass once a month, special performances
such as caroling at nursing homes, the Parade of Lights, and music
contest in the spring. The Adult Choir, open to ALL in high school or
older, also rehearses 1 hour weekly, and looks to enhance the Mass with
more elaborate settings of hymns and songs. We sing for the 10:30 Mass
every 1st & 3rd Sunday throughout the year with summers oﬀ. The
group has really enjoyed the fellowship of being together as we have
added in several choir parties throughout the year!
The Praise Band is a new group at St. Mary, and something I
had thought about for years but didn’t intend to start so soon into my
new position. Fr. Jarrod Lies, director of Faith Formation at the
Diocese, had other ideas! Last summer, when he found out about my
band director experience, he enlisted my help to form a group to play for
confirmation retreats around the diocese. This group started small last
year but is looking to grow! Anyone interested in joining us needs to be
in high school or older, be familiar with this genre of music, and play an
instrument or sing in the contemporary style. This year we will once
again play for several confirmation retreats as well as special adoration
events and other performances in the community.

All regular rehearsals are on

Wednesdays
In the St. Cecilia Youth/
Music Room in the
Parish Center

Children’s Choir

3:30 - 4:30pm - Starts Sept. 3rd

Adult Choir

7:00 - 8:00pm - Starts Sept. 3rd

Praise Band

8:00 - 9:00pm - Starts Aug. 13th

For more information contact:
Rob Tierney at 620-960-5602

Raising the Rafters of the Church!
By Evelyn Stabler, Accompanist & Cantor

1989 was the year Newton became my home
town, and when I started attending St. Mary
Catholic Church, where I became a Catholic - a long
time ago! Sister Janice Grochowsky and I started the
cantor program, trading off singing and playing the
organ. There was a 6 AM Mass on Sundays that I
decided not to do (a little early for me).
St. Mary’s
music ministry was starting to grow.
Then, when Father Jim came here, he asked if
I'd rather have a digital keyboard instead of the pipe
organ. My immediate response was "NO!" The beauty
of this organ has never been questioned, and Father
has never asked that question again.
So, what is so great about the organ? I love
the diﬀerent sounds it can make, the numerous stops
to pull to create those sounds, how playing the organ is
diﬀerent than the piano, and how it requires the
coordination of two hands and two feet on two
keyboards. Electricity blows the air through the
many diﬀerent shaped pipes that creates the sound
that floats through our sanctuary.

The acoustics in our church enhance the sound
of the organ as it pings oﬀ the walls and columns to
reach our ears. When playing a familiar hymn the
congregation knows and loves, their singing gets louder
and louder, and I can hear them over the organ. When
I increase the volume of the organ, the congregation
matches this by singing louder. We are "Raising the
rafters of the church"!
Music floats up to God and
we are truly praying twice in song! Amazing!

2

August 2014

Letter from
Father
Jim

FINDING THE WAY

FINDING THE WAY

Life Measured by FEET

Lately, while sitting in
the Celebrant's chair
d u r i n g Ma s s , t h e
stained glass window of
S t . Pe t e r h a s b e e n
catching my eye. It's
along the west wall of
the church, just beyond the ambo. The windows
become a kaleidoscope of color as the western sun
drenches them during the evening Mass. Each of the
stained glass windows along the walls of the church are
glazed with the image of an Apostle.
Strangely, my eyes were drawn to the feet of St.
Peter. He is barefoot. After walking the first 23 miles
on the Kapaun Pilgrimage, I have came to understand
the meaning of the word “tenderfoot.” The Kapaun
Pilgrimage is 60 miles and is a miniversion of the 500
mile camino along northern Spain. To walk these kinds
of distances is to know the agony of de feet. All sorts of
maladies to the feet and legs emerge: blisters, swelling,
cramps, aches, and joint pain just to name a few. Every
serious trekker has known and dealt with these things.
In the days of Jesus, walking was the normal
mode of transportation. He and his Apostles walked
the length and breadth of Palestine on foot. Footwear
was a protection for long treks. So I was surprised
when I noticed that all the Apostles featured on our
windows were barefoot. Why did the artist do this?
In the scriptures, feet are symbolic. In some
citations, feet refer to walking uprightly with the
Lord. Elsewhere, they symbolize lowly status. Being at
one's “footstool,” is to be under another's dominion.
Washing the feet of those who have trod the dusty
roads of Palestine was a necessary hospitality and a
sign of humility.
Our feet are usually not our favorite part of
the body. We use words such as ugly, big, smelly, and
flat to describe them. We spend hundreds of dollars
annually on pedicures and surgeries to help make them
look good and feel better. However, one scripture
exalts feet. Isaiah 52:7, a Christmas reading, describes
them as “beautiful.”
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace,
bearing good news, announcing salvation,
and saying to Zion, “Your God is King.”
Perhaps the artist had this in mind when he
created the windows. The feet of the Evangelist are

described as beautiful, and the Apostles were
evangelists. They trekked to the ends of the earth to
bring the beautiful message of salvation to other
peoples. The language of Pope Francis urges us today
to be a Church that walks. He doesn't want a Church
that sits around. He wants one that puts it's feet to the
pavement, to bring the message of Christ and the joy
of salvation to others.
Catholics have always been spiritual trekkers.
Missionary outreaches, pilgrimages, even our liturgical
processions – remind us that we are a Church on the
road. Like Jesus, we have no place to lay our head or to
call our home. The camino and Kapaun walks are
metaphors for life as a spiritual journey. As you gaze on
the pages of the fourth issue of Finding The Way, our
parish newsletter, you will see the footprints of life by
our parish family in it's spiritual journey. Our parish
family has its share of “sores and blisters.” But the
feature articles and activities show just how healthy
and alive we are. God has blessed us. I hope this issue
inspires your heart and invigorates your stride.

May your camino be blessed.
Fr. Jim Mainzer

How is our liturgical music selected?
By Kathy Schwarzenberger, cantor and liturgical music planner

Music serves the liturgy. Proper music
selection and execution provides flow and continuity
to our liturgical celebrations. Music elevates the spirit
and introduces our thoughts to the mystery of the
liturgical season or feast.
In Catholic tradition, text always has priority
over the music. Liturgical melodies are there to assist
prayer and should be distinctive in style and tone from
worldly music.
The music at St. Mary’s is selected for an entire
season and/or for several months as in Ordinary Time.
In choosing music for each liturgy, much is taken into
consideration: the season, the feast, the opening
prayer, the entrance and communion antiphons, the
readings, responsorial psalm and the Gospel. The
action of the particular parts of the Mass is also
important.
During the season of Advent, the Gloria is not
sung and the music in general is of a quieter nature, full
of expectancy rather than celebration. That is why
Christmas carols are reserved for the Christmas Vigil
and Day liturgies.
During Lent, the Gloria is not sung, and
alleluia’s are eliminated completely. Lent is a time of

penitence and the music is of a somber nature.
Musical instruments are used only to support the
singing. The Entrance songs for Advent and Lent are
selected to reflect the nature of the season.
There are liturgical aids available that make
suggestions, but ultimately the person selecting the
music needs to be in tune with the spirit of each
liturgy and work to create a prayerful flow throughout
the celebration. At times there are limitations to
choices stemming from the parish hymnal or the
repertoire of music known by the congregation. It is
important to introduce new music occasionally to
expand choices that are better suited to the scriptures
and the liturgy.
It is our hope that the music selected for our
parish liturgies has enabled each of you to fittingly
worship our God and to experience growth in your
own spiritual life. Peace to all!
Kathy Schwarzenberger has
30 years of experience as a church
musician, and is a graduate of the
Wichita Diocesan Religious Studies
Program with an emphasis on liturgy.
She selects all of the music for the
Masses at St. Mary.

Through the Eyes of a Cantor
By Lea Herdler, Cantor

On Friday May 30th,
Fr. Jim walked the first
23 miles of the annual
Kapaun Pilgrimage.
He hopes many more
St. Mary members will
join him next year!
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My eyes focus toward the rear of the church,
waiting for the signal. The servers stand at the ready
and Father waves. It is time. I breathe deeply, asking
God to use my voice as an instrument to reach
individuals in the congregation. What I am about to do
is a selfless act. It is for Him.
I approach the podium, allowing my hands to
smooth out the front of my knee length dress. "Come
as you are" is an unacceptable phrase in the mind of a
cantor. I must look and bring my best for God.
When I smile up at the instrumentalist in the
choir loft, I am thankful that he, having a family and
job of his own, has set aside time during the week to
practice together. This solidifies our roles as music
making collaborators. He is my teammate as we
attempt to enhance and compliment the liturgy of the
Mass.
Faces of all shapes, sizes, and colors scan mine
expectantly. I can only wonder at their knowledge of
the amount of preparation it takes to be standing in
front of them; how much courage is required to be

their leader, and yet still manage to seem like one of
them.
As I lock eyes with a judgement-free child, and
raise my arm in invitation, I am struck with an
inspiring thought. It is both a privilege and a gift to be
a cantor. Ministry is one of the many opportunities for
us to thank our God, Abba, "our daddy," for not only
our talents, but for the greatest gift of all. Life.
Lea Herdler and her family
moved to Newton this past
year. She wi! be a senior at
Webster University in St.
Louis where she is studying
vocal performance.
On July 16th & 23rd she
presented two masterclasses
for cantors and church
musicians at St. Mary

UPCOMING EVENTS
• Aug. 19 7pm
2- RCIA Information meeting
• Sept. 2, 6pm - 9pm
- VIRTUS training

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

• Sept. 7, 2pm
- SVdP Information meeting
• Sept. 21, 3 - 7pm
- Parish Picnic @ Camp Hawk
• Sept. 14, 7pm
- CYM “Messy Games”
• Oct. 12, Noon - 3pm
- Ministry Leader Workshop
• Oct. 18
- CYM Lock-In

1st Communicants, May 4th 2014

This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. It normally appears the
first week of February, May, August, and November. Deadlines are the 15th of the month before publish date.
To submit articles, photos or story ideas, contact Betty Lanzrath, news editor, at 316-772-3177 or email at
lanzrath51@cox.net. For other inquiries, contact Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at
620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org
106 E. 8th st., Newton, KS 67114 w (316) 282-0459 w stmarynewton.org w facebook.com/

