UPCOMING EVENTS

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

• Nov. 2, 2pm
2- Kapaun Lib. Dedication
• Nov. 9, 11:00 - meal
- Turkey Bazaar
• Nov. 15 & 16 - After Masses
- Stewardship Fair
• Nov. 22 - 6:30pm
- CYM Soup & Chili Cookoﬀ
• Dec. 4 - 7:00pm
- Parade of Lights
• Dec. 7 - After Masses
- CYM pictures w/Santa
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Newton, Kansas
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There was plenty at
the Parish Picnic!
See more pics on p. 4

• Dec. 8 - HOLY DAY
- Immaculate Conception
• Dec. 17 - 6:00pm
- PSR Christmas Gala
• Dec. 25 - HOLY DAY
- Christmas
• Jan. 1 - HOLY DAY
- Mary Mother of God
• Jan. 30 & 31
- Women’s Retreat

Hear the dramatic story of the

MIRACLE
that saved Nick Delesega’s life
at the Fr. Kapaun Library
dedication, Nov. 2nd - p. 2
St. Mary Catholic School accepted the ice
bucket challenge with all K-8 teachers in
attendance on Aug. 28th. The school started
with the prayer, the Memorare. Please continue
to keep Vince Garcia and Orva Hargett in your
prayers as they battle ALS. A total of $602 was
raised and presented to Vince Garcia for an
addition to his house at an all school assembly.

• Youth! - p.6 & 7
• Knights in Action - p.9
• Annual Turkey Bazaar - p.11

Watch the full video at: www.youtube.com/stmarynewton or facebook.com/stmarynewton
This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. It normally appears the first week of
November, February, May, and August. Deadlines are the 15th of the month before publish date. To submit articles,
photos or story ideas, contact Betty Lanzrath, news editor, at 316-772-3177 or email at lanzrath51@cox.net. For other
inquiries, contact Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org

106 E. 8th st., Newton, KS 67114 w (316) 282-0459 w stmarynewton.org w facebook.com/stmarynewton

The Fr. Kapaun
Library is the HEART
of the Parish Center

• 3rd Annual Women’s Retreat - p.5
• Why do we need greeters? - p.5
• Quips from the Cry Room - p.10
• What is a Vincentian? - p.10
• JOY at the Stewardship Fair Nov. 15th & 16th - p. 3
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Letter from
Father Jim
The 1908 Building has been a great blessing for our
parish, serving for over a century as our Catholic
school and now as the Parish Center. It has been
modestly reconditioned and the latest remodeling
eﬀort has been the Father Kapaun library, soon to be
open for business. Located in the old first grade
classroom, it has been refurbished with the
kitchenette, shelves of books, sofas, and pieces of art,
many of which are about the life of Fr. Kapaun. There
have been numerous donations of Catholic books,
resources and furniture. Beth Lowry, Steve Holub and
Kari Sauerwein have invested numerous hours of labor
to supply, decorate, and organize the space. It looks
great! We are grateful to all who have donated these
items.
One of the major donors that I would like to
mention is Marlin Hoge. Marlin was a former
parishioner who passed into eternal life last spring.
He was also one of our shut-ins, and was ministered to
by our Eucharistic ministers weekly, and myself at least

Our Brother, Marlin
monthly for the sacraments. He had been homeless in
the Newton area for about a year until housing opened
up for him. Marlin’s life journey was diﬃcult and
fraught with health complications and mental distress.
Things got to a “tipping point” about a year before his
death when he was diagnosed and sent to Larned
hospital. Marlin would have been one of those whom
Jesus referred to in Matthews gospel as “the least of
the brothers.”
Yet, even with all his diﬃculties, Marlin was hungry
for knowledge and was a voracious reader. He was
well read in many areas and especially enjoyed theology
and history. The theological studies he pursued help
to nourish his sense of devotion. The books he
acquired and then donated showed that he had
an “eye” for the classic and well respected
authors. We owe many things to Marlin
for his gift to the library, and should always
keep him as a “brother,” in our prayers.
May Your Journey Be Blessed,
Fr. Jim Mainzer

Fr Kapaun Library Dedication - Nov. 2nd, 2pm
Program starts in the church with special guest
speakers followed by a blessing of the library and
refreshments in the Parish Center. Come and hear
about the life of Fr. Kapaun and hear first hand from
someone who experienced a miracle due to his
intercession. Then join us in dedicating our new
Parish Library in honor of this future saint.

Nick Delesega
Recipient of a Miracle
attested to fr kapaun’s
intercession

Fr. John Hotze
Delegate for the
Cause of Canonization

Fr. Kapaun, Pray for us!
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Quips from the Cry Room - What’s The Point?

Stewardship Fair - Nov. 15th & 16th

By Charisse Tierney

Why An Annual Stewardship Renewal?
Oh, that pesky stewardship renewal form! How
often does it just end up in a paper pile on your desk?
Or, how many times have you waited so long to fill it
out that it simply gets lost in the shuﬄe of daily life?
What is that form for anyway?
If we’re living according to the Gospel, stewardship
is a way of life. It is a constant evaluation of our Godgiven gifts and talents, and how we are being called to
share them according to our state in life. It is a call to
recognize our financial situation as a gift from God. If
we are continually discerning this call, we will feel a
longing-a longing to serve our Lord and His Church
and to give back to Him what is rightfully His.
So, here is your chance! Your chance to fulfill that
longing to give back. Spend some time in prayer.
Maybe you’ve been an usher for several years, but feel a
pull to help care for the church grounds. Maybe new
physical limitations don’t allow you to mow lawns
anymore, but you have a background in accounting that
could be of service. Maybe your children have
outgrown Mom’s Group playgroups, and you are ready
to step into a more active role with the Altar Society.
Put your stewardship form on your prayer table, in
your Bible, or with your Rosary, and make it a prayerful
priority. When you turn in your stewardship form, you
not only renew St. Mary Church in her eﬀorts to meet
the needs of our ever-evolving parish community, but
you renew the discernment of your own heart and
commit your gifts to the Lord.

As I write these words, I am sitting next to the
bathtub, watching my toddler’s muddy hands leave
smudges all over the bathroom I just cleaned. Laundry
sits in a basket, waiting to be folded while dirty clothes
pile up again, and the dishwasher runs, only to be
emptied and filled again. I have to admit that, in a
household full of small children, I often find myself
By“What’s
Mandy the point?” What’s the point of
thinking,
McNei"
shining the glass, when two seconds later I find my
toddler licking it with a mouthful of pudding? Why do
I mop the floors when, every few minutes, there is a
herd of backyard ball playing, mud loving boys scuttling
through? Why do I fold the laundry when I so often
find someone has been playing yet another game of
Empty the Drawer?
The point, I find, is not to maintain a perfectly clean
home all of the time. This is impossible. It is not to
create an overnight miracle, and suddenly awake to
perfect children who always hang up their wet towels.
And it is not even to suddenly see myself transformed
into a constantly smiling, perpetually virtuous wife and
mother. I can, and should, strive for these ideals. But
the truth is, as long as I live here on this earth, that
type of perfection just ain’t gonna happen.

But I can come close. And it is in this closeness that we
catch a glimpse of the divine.
It’s like a visit to the confessional. I mean, what’s
the point of that? I’ll just sin again. I’ll probably even
commit the same sins again. But, for a few brief,
glorious moments after absolution, my soul is pure, my
vision is clear, and my heart knows who God wants me
to be. I can recognize my gifts and ponder how they
should be used, and trust that the Holy Spirit has an
open line of communication.
So I keep going to confession. I keep cleaning. And
I savor those few moments that the glass is sparkling
and the sun can reach through.
Because every time that
happens--every time I
persevere in washing away the
bad, I allow the good to shine a
little brighter and stay a little
longer. And I am reminded
that, underneath all of the
chaos and dirt is the promise
of a home filled with love and
peace.

in order to follow Jesus: hear the word of God and put
What is a
it into practice. This is the Christian life, nothing
By Jim Moore Vincentian? more.” Vincentians are those then that hear this
comment of Pope Francis and want to do what they

The Vincentian is a person
seeking the face of Jesus in the
poor and marginalized.
It is much clearer what St.
Vincent was referring to in terms
of seeing the face of Jesus after
having made a few home visits to
people requesting assistance. Jesus has wrinkles, Jesus
has buck teeth, Jesus has straggly hair, Jesus is balding,
Jesus has sores and Jesus smokes, for goodness sakes!
Jesus is an ultraconservative and Jesus is a Democrat.
Jesus is us. Our Baptism and our participation in the
sacraments invites Jesus to live within us. When this
occurs it becomes much easier to see Him in everyone.
This tremendous awareness, however, comes with a
responsibility.
That responsibility is what Pope Francis is referring
to in his recent homily quoted in the The Sunday
Visitor, October 5, 2014, “These are the two conditions

can to live the Christian life.
Vincentians are people who feel called, who are
striving for humility and have a passion to love. A sense
of humor and a nonjudgmental nature are essential.
If you embrace the tenants of the Society, you can be
a member. There are three levels of Vincentian
membership: the Active Member will attend up to two
meetings per month, the Associate Member may join
us on special projects or occasions and the
Contributing Member is one who prefers to oﬀer their
support through donation.
So what do I have to do to join the Newton
Conference? The simplest way is to come to a meeting
or give Jim Moore a call at 316-283-5793.
Meeting Schedule:
• First Monday at 7 pm at OLG
• Third Thursday at 8 pm at St. Mary Parish Center

40+ Ministries in 40 Days
Starting on Monday, October
6th we began counting down
the 40 days until the
Stewardship Fair by featuring
short video interviews with the
ministry leaders describing
Pat Marean - Grounds their ministry and where they
find Joy while serving through it. The videos have been
posted regularly on the parish facebook page, but can
also be found by clicking the link on the front of the
parish website www.stmarynewton.org. The
videos will be archived under each group’s sub-page of
the parish website. If you don’t have time to visit all
the booths you wanted to at the fair, this is a wonderful
way of getting to know the ministry a bit better before
deciding where to live out your Stewardship this year.
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The Stewardship Fair will
once again be in the gym
following each Mass on
the weekend of
November 15th & 16th.
The Stewardship Committee has been hard at work
since the fair last year to prepare for this weekend and
our Stewardship Renewal. In addition to the fair you
will see some BIG changes in your Stewardship Packet
this year:
•A completely NEW Time & Talent
Form (blue) for your entire
household to fill out together
• A companion Stewardship
directory to better explain
each ministry listed on the
T&T form and who to contact
• Also on our website is an updated
on-line Stewardship Renewal form
you can fi" out anytime
And don’t forget about Automatic Withdrawal for your
monthly tithe. The form will be in your packet and can
also be downloaded from our website and submitted to
the church oﬃce. This is an easy way to stay current on
your pledge and support our parish needs.

Top 7 Reasons to stay
and visit at the
Stewardship Fair
1. Learn more about each ministry
2. Get information to help you decide
where your commitments will be this year
3. Visit at least 3 booths to have your raﬄe ticket
signed and then enter to win an amazing gift
basket, winners to be announced 15 min. a#er each Mass must be present to win!
4. Get your FREE sticker for your Dillons Card see p.9
5. SNACKS! Each booth will have diﬀerent delicious
munchies for you to enjoy while you visit
6. FREE Childcare - Yep, we’ll watch your kids and
feed them too in the caf. while you visit the fair
7. This is your parish - don’t go somewhere else this
weekend, stay here and enjoy. There is absolutely no
pressure to join or sign up for anything, we are simply here
to show you what is available for a fu" parish life.
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st Annual Parish Picnic!The first annual Parish Picnic was held on Sept. 28 at Camp
1Hawk.
Over 250 parishioners attended with their families, enjoying the beautiful weather, fun games, delicious
th

food, entertaining music, and best of all, the fellowship of each other.

Sunday Advent Study

Pictures by Beth Lowry

The best hour of the week

Following the 4 weeks of Advent, learn
more about our Blessed Mother through
this compelling video series followed by
thought provoking conversations with
your fellow parishioners. Facilitated by
Jim Schwarzenberger.

My hour of adoration I
spend with the Lord is
always the best hour of
my week. It has literally
changed my life.
- Rob Tierney, Coordinator

Watch the back of church for a sign-up.
Sessions will be held starting at
9:30am beginning November 30th.

PLEASE consider taking
an hour, check the
bulletin for open times.
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Try it out and it may bring you
Interviewed by Betty Lanzrath, Editor

What makes one an outstanding steward? Fr. Ken Van
Haverbeke tells us that “stewardship is the grateful
response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and
receives God's gift and shares these gifts in love of God
and Neighbor.” Although that is an excellent definition,
sometimes an example helps to really grasp the meaning
of a concept. Mike and Joanne Ruggiero are great
examples of stewardship in action.
In February 2014 Joanne Ruggiero was named Female
Steward of the Year and her husband, Mike Ruggiero,
was named Male Steward of the Year of St. Mary’s
Parish. It is appropriate to feature them in this issue of
the newsletter as we prepare to make our stewardship
commitment.
Joanne Ruggiero is a lifelong member of the parish
having attended St Mary back when the school went to
6th grade. After college, she returned to her home parish
and currently works as a CPA in Wichita. Her oldest son,
Jake, is a senior at Kansas State majoring in agronomy.
Joanne's parents, Harvey and Marguerite Snapp, were
heavily involved in St. Mary parish and role models for
Joanne to continue this legacy of service.
Joanne serves multiple roles in the parish including
positions on the Finance Committee, the newly formed St
Vincent DePaul Conference, School Auction Committee,
Cub Scout leader, Greeter/Gift Bearer, Dillon’s Gift
Cards, Parish Picnic Committee, Rosary Prayer Line,
Meals for the Homeless Shelter and 4th Grade Room
Helper.
Joanne states that sometimes the Finance Committee
faces issues that are not always enjoyable but need to be
addressed. Since accounting is where her gifts lie, it is
natural that she takes on this challenge. She says it gives
her fulfillment to help resolve those difficult issues. On
the other hand, “Cub Scouts really gives me joy:
watching those kids in the outdoors, camping out,
catching snakes, smores around the campfire just makes a
difference in the kid’s life.” Without the scouts some
parents say they would not have these opportunities for
their kids. There are 30 kids in scouts this year. Joanne
explained that her father was a Cub Scout leader for
almost fifty years, so she and Mike are able to carry on
the tradition.
Mike Ruggiero grew up in small towns all across
Kansas, although his parents now live in Lindsborg. His
father was born and raised Catholic and his mother
converted to the Catholic faith. Interestingly, Mike is the
oldest of five children while Joanne is the youngest of
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five children. He has been a member at St. Mary since his
marriage to Joanne 12 years ago. They have one son,
Ryan, a 4th grader at St. Mary’s. Mike is employed by
Great Plains Health Alliance in Wichita.
Numerous ministries also occupy Mike's time: Cub
Scout leader, cemetery mowing, snow removal, PTO Fun
Run solicitations, Greeter/Gift Bearer, School Auction
Committee, Knights of Columbus and That Man is You.
Mike remarks that “TMIY starts at 6:30 a.m. and goes to
8:00 a.m. and many think it’s "my time to sleep in” but I
always say you can sleep when you die. My life has
changed a lot in the past few years and it is in part
because of TMIY. Many young men in the parish would
benefit from it. I know it has been beneficial for me and
others. It is hard to be a part of an organization for any
extended time. Sometimes you may feel a little burned
out, but it is for the better, even though I complain about
that early morning time.”
When asked what inspires them to become involved in
so many things Mike chuckles and says he has a hard
time saying no, so if someone asks him, he does it. That
is what usually happens. But he does enjoy it. Things
need to be done so you make the time to do it. Joanne
states, “This stewardship gets instilled in you and you
hope that is what your kids will do, too.”
Joanne and Mike advise new parishioners or anyone
who has sat on the sidelines in the past, to start out slow
and pick one thing - participate in one ministry that
sparks an interest and maybe that will lead to more. Try it
out, and it may bring you joy.

“We aren’t Wal-Mart, why do we need greeters?”
By Justin Patterson

“We aren’t Wal-Mart, why do we need greeters?” A
parishioner jokingly shared with Becky and I as
we announced we had been asked to lead the
greeters and gift bearers. After a quick laugh
I replied “At least we don’t have to hand
them a cart!” As we drove home, I began to
reflect on why greeters and gift bearers are
so important to the Church and our St.
Mary Parish family.
After much reflection, I stumbled across the
word “hospitality”. At first thought I was quite
impressed with the word. Secondly, I was amazed I
had thought of a five-syllable word because English and
reading weren’t my favorite subjects in school; I spent
most of my time day-dreaming about what was
happening on the farm. The word “hospitality” is most
commonly used for the hotel and restaurant industry.
Therefore, I was posed with the question “So how
does “hospitality” apply to the Catholic Church and,
most importantly, greeters and gift bearers?” As most
of us do, I turned to Google to find the answer.
I found hospitality is the first Pillar of Stewardship
and is referred to as Christian kindness. I also found

synonyms for hospitality to be warmth, kindness,
welcome and generosity. “When I was a stranger, you
welcomed me.” Matt 25:35 The job of a greeter is
to welcome visitors and members of our parish
family to the grand event…….Mass. I knew I
was on to something now; isn’t Google an
amazing tool!
The job of a greeter is a very important
one; especially in sharing the “Joy of the
Gospel”. Just as Jesus welcomes all to the table
and to His grace, the greeters welcome all to the
Mass and Christian fellowship. A smiling face and a
handshake from our greeters produces a warm
welcome for our visitors and fellow parishioners. As
you can see, Wal-Mart is not the only place needing
greeters. Lastly, the greeters are also the gift bearers
during Mass. Our greeters have been given the
opportunity to share in the joy of the Mass by
presenting our generous gifts.
I quickly found “hospitality” has a lot to do with the
Catholic Church as well as greeters and gift bearers.
Who would have thought a joke could lead to so
much……………………………I thank God and Google!

Mary Our Mother 3rd Annual Woman’s Retreat
By Facilitator, Gayle Beuke

Jan. 30th & 31st

The women’s retreat this year is a chance for Mary’s daughters to spend some time
with her. Our get-away with Mary will give us a deeper understanding of her mind &
heart & show us the many ways in which our lives connect with hers. We will also get
to know Jesus in a deeper way by seeing Him through the eyes of his mother.
Mary will share her memories with us through art, music, & guided meditations on
her words & actions as recorded in the Scriptures. There will be time for personal
prayer, creative expression, & discussion.
Retreat presenters are: Gayle Beuke is a mother & grandmother & presently serves on the
pastoral staﬀ at St. Vincent de Paul Church in Andover, as the facilitator of faith formation.
Gayle has a master’s degree in pastoral ministry from St. Mary’s in Winona, Minnesota. She
has presented several workshops on Mary, at the Regan Institute, is a regular presenter at her
parish, & a member of the diocesan speakers’ bureau.
Sister Kathy Vasselli is a School Sister of Notre Dame whose
primary ministry emphasizes the arts as sacramentals for prayer.
Her teaching experiences with the arts ranges from Kindergarten
to post graduate studio classes. Sister is also certified in
Spiritual Direction. She is currently at St. Vincent de Paul Parish
in Andover where she has developed a program entitled Flourish
in Faith through the Arts. Ignatian Film Study, Art Journaling,
Greeting Cards, Prayer Shawl Ministry and retreat days are all a
part of her ministry within the parish.

Contact Kathy Schwarzenberger
(316) 207-6045
kschwarz50@yahoo.com
if interested in joining the
planning committee
Watch the bulletin for more
information to come
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CYM News
CYM got together October 18th for a trip to the corn
maze in Buhler and then an all night lock-in. We all had
a great time getting to know each other better and
having fun. They played a variety of games...knock out
basketball, floor hockey, hide and seek, mat ball, and
human pictionary. We served up some pancakes and
sausage at about 2:30am and finished the event by
watching movies in the youth room.

NEW Confirmation Curriculum & Sr. Faustina!!!
Almost 80 high school students gather every
Wednesday night in the Parish Center, and you can
join their lessons, too - for FREE! “Decision Point” is
an amazing new confirmation curriculum put out by
Matthew Kelly and Dynamic Catholic. Anyone can
view the entire curriculum complete with full videos at
dynamiccatholic.com
In addition to the small group study with “Decision
Point,” the students gather for thrilling lessons by our
beloved Sr. Mary Faustina IHM, a religion teacher at
Bishop Carrol HS who travels every other week to
Newton. ALL of her lessons can be viewed on the
parish youtube page: youtube.com/stmarynewton

2nd Annual PSR Christmas Gala - Dec. 17th
All the PSR classes will again combine this year to
present the Nativity story at the school gym the
evening of Wednesday Dec., 17th.
The evening begins at 6pm with a pot-luck dinner
and entertainment by the St. Mary Praise Band.
Following dinner enjoy the PSR students as they
present their play followed by an old fashioned
Christmas sing-a-long!
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School gets a SUPER day!

CYM News
CYM got together October 18th for a trip to the corn
maze in Buhler and then an all night lock-in. We all had
a great time getting to know each other better and
having fun. They played a variety of games...knock out
basketball, floor hockey, hide and seek, mat ball, and
human pictionary. We served up some pancakes and
sausage at about 2:30am and finished the event by
watching movies in the youth room.

Superbowl Coach and NFL player, Sam Wyche,
spoke at an all school assembly about the importance
of making every day count at school and using the
talents that God has given you.
Our principal for the day, 2nd grade student Andrew
Guyer, welcomed Mr. Wyche and allowed students to
wear orange and black, the colors of the Cincinnati
Bengals. The students were even allowed to try on
the three Superbowl rings. Sam had one as a player
with the Washington Redskins, one as quarterback

NEW Confirmation Curriculum & Sr. Faustina!!!
Almost 80 high school students gather every
Wednesday night in the Parish Center, and you can
join their lessons, too - for FREE! “Decision Point” is
an amazing new confirmation curriculum put out by
Matthew Kelly and Dynamic Catholic. Anyone can
view the entire curriculum complete with full videos at
dynamiccatholic.com
In addition to the small group study with “Decision
Point,” the students gather for thrilling lessons by our
beloved Sr. Mary Faustina IHM, a religion teacher at
Bishop Carrol HS who travels every other week to
Newton. ALL of her lessons can be viewed on the
parish youtube page: youtube.com/stmarynewton

2nd Annual PSR Christmas Gala - Dec. 17th
All the PSR classes will again combine this year to
present the Nativity story at the school gym the
evening of Wednesday Dec., 17th.
The evening begins at 6pm with a pot-luck dinner
and entertainment by the St. Mary Praise Band.
Following dinner enjoy the PSR students as they
present their play followed by an old fashioned
Christmas sing-a-long!

A Gift For You!
When your family attends Christmas Mass at St.
Mary Church this year, you will once again receive the
gift of a book. This year’s title is Life’s Greatest
Lesson by Allen Hunt.
“You learn things at funerals you would never learn
anywhere else. That’s because funerals bring clarity. And few
people have a funeral like Mrs. Lavish Grace’s. When her
%iends and family gathered at the funeral home and the
church to celebrate her life, no one was more surprised by
what happened than her grandson, ten- year-old Christopher
Grace. On that unique funeral weekend, Christopher
experienced things he never could have expected. He also
discovered life’s greatest lesson. This is his story.”
While this book’s summary may sound intriguing,
and we all enjoy a good story, you still might be
wondering, “Why give away books? Does it really
matter what I read?” It turns out, it does. According
to research conducted by Dynamic Catholic, books
were one of the main triggers that led to a conversion
experience or higher levels of engagement in the
Catholic Church. Dynamic Catholic also found that:
1. Parishes that have conducted the book give away
program three years consecutively have seen an
increase in Mass attendance of 9.4% and an increase in
Sunday collections of 9.6%.

coach for Joe Montana with the San Francisco 49ers
and one as head coach of the Cincinnati Bengals.
He showed several
classes a magic trick,
answered questions from
students and signed
autographs. Thanks,
Mr. Wyche, for coming
to St. Mary. We
enjoyed the visit!
We thank
Grasshopper Mowers
for helping to sponsor
the visit. G-Mow also
went around to see the
students and put smiles
on students' faces
- Philip Stutey, St. Mary Principal

2. Adult Faith Formation: If you hold adult
education events, many people will be too busy to
come. Those that come will grow spiritually, but those
that don’t won’t. The book program is a mobile adult
faith formation experience. People can participate
anywhere on their own time.
3. Evangelization: The last three Popes have made
the New Evangelization the primary initiative for the
Church. The book program is a simple and practical
way to evangelize the people of your parish.
As they say at Dynamic Catholic: “Books change our
lives. We become what we read. What we read today,
walks and talks with us tomorrow.” Be sure to take
your free copy of Life’s Greatest Lesson after Christmas
Mass, and enjoy a good story, an inspirational message,
and a deepening of your
Catholic faith.
If you wi" be traveling away %om
St. Mary for Christmas Mass be
sure to stop by the oﬃce anytime
before Christmas for your copy
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Try it out and it may bring you
Interviewed by Betty Lanzrath, Editor

What makes one an outstanding steward? Fr. Ken Van
Haverbeke tells us that “stewardship is the grateful
response of a Christian disciple who recognizes and
receives God's gift and shares these gifts in love of God
and Neighbor.” Although that is an excellent definition,
sometimes an example helps to really grasp the meaning
of a concept. Mike and Joanne Ruggiero are great
examples of stewardship in action.
In February 2014 Joanne Ruggiero was named Female
Steward of the Year and her husband, Mike Ruggiero,
was named Male Steward of the Year of St. Mary’s
Parish. It is appropriate to feature them in this issue of
the newsletter as we prepare to make our stewardship
commitment.
Joanne Ruggiero is a lifelong member of the parish
having attended St Mary back when the school went to
6th grade. After college, she returned to her home parish
and currently works as a CPA in Wichita. Her oldest son,
Jake, is a senior at Kansas State majoring in agronomy.
Joanne's parents, Harvey and Marguerite Snapp, were
heavily involved in St. Mary parish and role models for
Joanne to continue this legacy of service.
Joanne serves multiple roles in the parish including
positions on the Finance Committee, the newly formed St
Vincent DePaul Conference, School Auction Committee,
Cub Scout leader, Greeter/Gift Bearer, Dillon’s Gift
Cards, Parish Picnic Committee, Rosary Prayer Line,
Meals for the Homeless Shelter and 4th Grade Room
Helper.
Joanne states that sometimes the Finance Committee
faces issues that are not always enjoyable but need to be
addressed. Since accounting is where her gifts lie, it is
natural that she takes on this challenge. She says it gives
her fulfillment to help resolve those difficult issues. On
the other hand, “Cub Scouts really gives me joy:
watching those kids in the outdoors, camping out,
catching snakes, smores around the campfire just makes a
difference in the kid’s life.” Without the scouts some
parents say they would not have these opportunities for
their kids. There are 30 kids in scouts this year. Joanne
explained that her father was a Cub Scout leader for
almost fifty years, so she and Mike are able to carry on
the tradition.
Mike Ruggiero grew up in small towns all across
Kansas, although his parents now live in Lindsborg. His
father was born and raised Catholic and his mother
converted to the Catholic faith. Interestingly, Mike is the
oldest of five children while Joanne is the youngest of

five children. He has been a member at St. Mary since his
marriage to Joanne 12 years ago. They have one son,
Ryan, a 4th grader at St. Mary’s. Mike is employed by
Great Plains Health Alliance in Wichita.
Numerous ministries also occupy Mike's time: Cub
Scout leader, cemetery mowing, snow removal, PTO Fun
Run solicitations, Greeter/Gift Bearer, School Auction
Committee, Knights of Columbus and That Man is You.
Mike remarks that “TMIY starts at 6:30 a.m. and goes to
8:00 a.m. and many think it’s "my time to sleep in” but I
always say you can sleep when you die. My life has
changed a lot in the past few years and it is in part
because of TMIY. Many young men in the parish would
benefit from it. I know it has been beneficial for me and
others. It is hard to be a part of an organization for any
extended time. Sometimes you may feel a little burned
out, but it is for the better, even though I complain about
that early morning time.”
When asked what inspires them to become involved in
so many things Mike chuckles and says he has a hard
time saying no, so if someone asks him, he does it. That
is what usually happens. But he does enjoy it. Things
need to be done so you make the time to do it. Joanne
states, “This stewardship gets instilled in you and you
hope that is what your kids will do, too.”
Joanne and Mike advise new parishioners or anyone
who has sat on the sidelines in the past, to start out slow
and pick one thing - participate in one ministry that
sparks an interest and maybe that will lead to more. Try it
out, and it may bring you joy.
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Annual Parish Picnic!

28th

The first annual Parish Picnic was held on Sept.
at Camp
Hawk. Over 250 parishioners attended with their families, enjoying the beautiful weather, fun games, delicious
food, entertaining music, and best of all, the fellowship of each other.
Pictures by Beth Lowry

Integrate
Stewardship
into your
Daily Life
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Make every swipe of your Dillons card a reminder of
where 5% of that purchase is going. At the stewardship fair
in November there will be free 1.5 inch stickers at the
Dillons cards booth. And don’t forget to tell people about
our wonderful parish and invite them in. Use this sticker as
your reminder to evangelize!! Actual size of sticker

Children’s Collection &
Finance Update
Since starting the Children’s Collection on the
weekend of August 16th, $714.65 has been received from
this collection alone. Giving overall has been steady, but
we are still behind the projected weekly collection in
order to meet our budget.

Knights in Action
By Grand Knight, Carl Antle

Sunday Advent Study

The best hour of the week

Following the 4 weeks of Advent, learn
more about our Blessed Mother through
this compelling video series followed by
thought provoking conversations with
your fellow parishioners. Facilitated by
Jim Schwarzenberger.

My hour of adoration I
spend with the Lord is
always the best hour of
my week. It has literally
changed my life.
- Rob Tierney, Coordinator

Watch the back of church for a sign-up.
Sessions will be held starting at
9:30am beginning November 30th.

PLEASE consider taking
an hour, check the
bulletin for open times.

The Knights of Columbus was founded in 1882 by
Father Michael J. McGivney. Since that time we have
grown in our faith and service to others. The Knights
of Columbus are a Catholic, family, fraternal service
organization. We are dedicated to the ideals of
Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. We work to
benefit our communities, Church and our fellow men
and women. We are PRO-LIFE and defend Human
life in all its stages. We place a special emphasis on the
needs of those with intellectual disabilities, and over
the past decade alone we have donated more than $1
billion and provided more than 594 million hours of
community service to them and countless others in
need.
Locally we support both parishes and their Priests.
We have two Seminarians that we also support
prayerfully and monetarily. We can be seen handing
out Lifesavers and Tootsie rolls while accepting
donations. We cook fish during Lent and host various
fund raisers for diﬀerent organizations. The Knights
will be your bartenders and clean-up after your special
event in one of the parish halls if you would like.
We meet on the second Monday of every month at
7:30 pm at our hall located on the grounds of Our Lady
of Guadalupe Parish. The address is 415 S. Ash Street.
Any Catholic gentleman is welcomed to join, as long as
he is 18 years old. The Knights you see in Tuxedo and
regalia are Knights of the 4th degree. They are
members of Holy Trinity Assembly #3359. We

How does your current tithe compare to your Salary?
recently participated in the Eucharistic Procession at
St. Mary with Father Jim. Pictures made it into the
Newton paper.
Our recent Tootsie roll drive netted over $5000.00
in donations, and we say a great big THANK YOU to
all those who donated. This year there are 3 local
groups that will be receiving funds from this drive.
The Harvey County Wildcats, our Special Olympics
team will be receiving funds along with Trinity Heights
Respite Care and The school’s Circle of Friends. St.
Mary School also just received $575.00 in funds thanks
to one of our Pork Chili dinners. These are held every
quarter and the proceeds go to diﬀerent organizations.
If you would like to join us and be a part of the
Knights of Columbus, you can contact our Grand
Knight, Carl Antle, or any other Knight. We would be
blessed to have you join us as we support our parishes.
The contact information can be found in the church
bulletin.

KofC Oﬃcers in their new Knights ha" at OLG
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Quips from the Cry Room - What’s The Point?
By Charisse Tierney

As I write these words, I am sitting next to the
bathtub, watching my toddler’s muddy hands leave
smudges all over the bathroom I just cleaned. Laundry
sits in a basket, waiting to be folded while dirty clothes
pile up again, and the dishwasher runs, only to be
emptied and filled again. I have to admit that, in a
household full of small children, I often find myself
By“What’s
Mandy the point?” What’s the point of
thinking,
McNei!
shining the glass, when two seconds later I find my
toddler licking it with a mouthful of pudding? Why do
I mop the floors when, every few minutes, there is a
herd of backyard ball playing, mud loving boys scuttling
through? Why do I fold the laundry when I so often
find someone has been playing yet another game of
Empty the Drawer?
The point, I find, is not to maintain a perfectly clean
home all of the time. This is impossible. It is not to
create an overnight miracle, and suddenly awake to
perfect children who always hang up their wet towels.
And it is not even to suddenly see myself transformed
into a constantly smiling, perpetually virtuous wife and
mother. I can, and should, strive for these ideals. But
the truth is, as long as I live here on this earth, that
type of perfection just ain’t gonna happen.

But I can come close. And it is in this closeness that we
catch a glimpse of the divine.
It’s like a visit to the confessional. I mean, what’s
the point of that? I’ll just sin again. I’ll probably even
commit the same sins again. But, for a few brief,
glorious moments after absolution, my soul is pure, my
vision is clear, and my heart knows who God wants me
to be. I can recognize my gifts and ponder how they
should be used, and trust that the Holy Spirit has an
open line of communication.
So I keep going to confession. I keep cleaning. And
I savor those few moments that the glass is sparkling
and the sun can reach through.
Because every time that
happens--every time I
persevere in washing away the
bad, I allow the good to shine a
little brighter and stay a little
longer. And I am reminded
that, underneath all of the
chaos and dirt is the promise
of a home filled with love and
peace.

in order to follow Jesus: hear the word of God and put
What is a
it into practice. This is the Christian life, nothing
By Jim Moore Vincentian? more.” Vincentians are those then that hear this
comment of Pope Francis and want to do what they

The Vincentian is a person
seeking the face of Jesus in the
poor and marginalized.
It is much clearer what St.
Vincent was referring to in terms
of seeing the face of Jesus after
having made a few home visits to
people requesting assistance. Jesus has wrinkles, Jesus
has buck teeth, Jesus has straggly hair, Jesus is balding,
Jesus has sores and Jesus smokes, for goodness sakes!
Jesus is an ultraconservative and Jesus is a Democrat.
Jesus is us. Our Baptism and our participation in the
sacraments invites Jesus to live within us. When this
occurs it becomes much easier to see Him in everyone.
This tremendous awareness, however, comes with a
responsibility.
That responsibility is what Pope Francis is referring
to in his recent homily quoted in the The Sunday
Visitor, October 5, 2014, “These are the two conditions

can to live the Christian life.
Vincentians are people who feel called, who are
striving for humility and have a passion to love. A sense
of humor and a nonjudgmental nature are essential.
If you embrace the tenants of the Society, you can be
a member. There are three levels of Vincentian
membership: the Active Member will attend up to two
meetings per month, the Associate Member may join
us on special projects or occasions and the
Contributing Member is one who prefers to oﬀer their
support through donation.
So what do I have to do to join the Newton
Conference? The simplest way is to come to a meeting
or give Jim Moore a call at 316-283-5793.
Meeting Schedule:
• First Monday at 7 pm at OLG
• Third Thursday at 8 pm at St. Mary Parish Center
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Letter from
Father Jim
The 1908 Building has been a great blessing for our
parish, serving for over a century as our Catholic
school and now as the Parish Center. It has been
modestly reconditioned and the latest remodeling
eﬀort has been the Father Kapaun library, soon to be
open for business. Located in the old first grade
classroom, it has been refurbished with the
kitchenette, shelves of books, sofas, and pieces of art,
many of which are about the life of Fr. Kapaun. There
have been numerous donations of Catholic books,
resources and furniture. Beth Lowry, Steve Holub and
Kari Sauerwein have invested numerous hours of labor
to supply, decorate, and organize the space. It looks
great! We are grateful to all who have donated these
items.
One of the major donors that I would like to
mention is Marlin Hoge. Marlin was a former
parishioner who passed into eternal life last spring.
He was also one of our shut-ins, and was ministered to
by our Eucharistic ministers weekly, and myself at least

Our Brother, Marlin
monthly for the sacraments. He had been homeless in
the Newton area for about a year until housing opened
up for him. Marlin’s life journey was diﬃcult and
fraught with health complications and mental distress.
Things got to a “tipping point” about a year before his
death when he was diagnosed and sent to Larned
hospital. Marlin would have been one of those whom
Jesus referred to in Matthews gospel as “the least of
the brothers.”
Yet, even with all his diﬃculties, Marlin was hungry
for knowledge and was a voracious reader. He was
well read in many areas and especially enjoyed theology
and history. The theological studies he pursued help
to nourish his sense of devotion. The books he
acquired and then donated showed that he had
an “eye” for the classic and well respected
authors. We owe many things to Marlin
for his gift to the library, and should always
keep him as a “brother,” in our prayers.
May Your Journey Be Blessed,

Fr Kapaun Library Dedication - Nov.
Program starts in the church with special guest
speakers followed by a blessing of the library and
refreshments in the Parish Center. Come and hear
about the life of Fr. Kapaun and hear first hand from
someone who experienced a miracle due to his
intercession. Then join us in dedicating our new
Parish Library in honor of this future saint.

“The Light Shines”
Members of St. Mary & Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic
Churches combined together for an outdoor Eucharistic
Procession and holy hour of prayer in reparation for the Satanic
"black mass" held at the taxpayer funded Oklahoma City Civic
Center on Sunday September 21st. The Satanic ritual makes a
mockery of the Catholic Faith and this event entitled "The
Light Shines" was meant to draw attention to the light that
Christ shines in our lives through the gift of the Holy Eucharist
and all the blessings we receive from God. Approximately 200
people were in attendance for the procession.

Annual Turkey Dinner and Bazaar - Nov. 9th

Fr. Jim Mainzer

2nd,

2pm

By Kathleen Morris, President

Fr. Kapaun, Pray for us!

Nick Delesega
Recipient of a Miracle
attested to fr kapaun’s
intercession

Fr. John Hotze
Delegate for the
Cause of Canonization
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St. Mary’s Altar Society Annual Turkey Dinner and
Bazaar is held the second Sunday in November, (which
is November 9th this year), in the school cafeteria.
We have something for the entire family. A full
turkey and dressing dinner with all the trimmings,
dessert and drink is provided. The cost is $10.00 for a
large plate and $7.00 for a small plate. We also deliver
meals for those unable to attend. For the young and
old alike, we have a fish pond and cake walk. There will
be craft booths and a baked-goods bar. Our St. Mary’s,
PSR and CYM students make gift baskets with a
variety of themes for our silent auction. There will be

many wonderful items donated by our generous
parishioners for the raﬄe. Raﬄe tickets are $1.00/ea.
Or 6 for $5.00.
This event has been well supported in the past, not
only by our parish family, but by our community as
well. I want to mention the wonderful support we
receive not only from all the women in our parish, but
also from our students who volunteer to deliver, serve
and clean, and our Knights of Columbus who do all of
the many things we ask of them.
We hope to see you all there on Sunday, November
9th. Until then, God Bless!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

• Nov. 2, 2pm
2- Kapaun Lib. Dedication
• Nov. 9, 11:00 - meal
- Turkey Bazaar
• Nov. 15 & 16 - After Masses
- Stewardship Fair
• Nov. 22 - 6:30pm
- CYM Soup & Chili Cookoﬀ
• Dec. 4 - 7:00pm
- Parade of Lights
• Dec. 7 - After Masses
- CYM pictures w/Santa
• Dec. 8 - HOLY DAY
- Immaculate Conception
• Dec. 17 - 6:00pm
- PSR Christmas Gala
• Dec. 25 - HOLY DAY
- Christmas
• Jan. 1 - HOLY DAY
- Mary Mother of God
• Jan. 30 & 31
- Women’s Retreat

St. Mary Catholic School accepted the ice
bucket challenge with all K-8 teachers in
attendance on Aug. 28th. The school started
with the prayer, the Memorare. Please continue
to keep Vince Garcia and Orva Hargett in your
prayers as they battle ALS. A total of $602 was
raised and presented to Vince Garcia for an
addition to his house at an all school assembly.
Watch the full video at: www.youtube.com/stmarynewton or facebook.com/stmarynewton
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