UPCOMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY
18 2
- Ash Wednesday
20 - Stations of the Cross
5:30pm every Friday of Lent
22 - SVdP Breakfast
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MARCH
6,7 - Project Freedom
7 - Parish Dinner - RSVP, 3/2
14,15 - CYM @ DCYC
28 - Confirmation Retreat
29 - Palm Sunday*
29 - Penance Service @OLG 6:30
APRIL
2 - Holy Thursday 7pm
3 - Good Friday 7pm
3 - CYM Living Stations 12pm
5 - Easter Sunday*
12 - CYM Acts of the Apostles
14 - Ascension*
18 - Cemetery Clean-Up
25 - School Auction
29 - Parish Religion Bowl, 7pm
* = Day of Obligation

The voices of St. Mary children
filled the city of Newton in
December. The Cub Scouts
caroled at Presbyterian Manor, as
did the Little Flowers Girls Club
on 2 diﬀerent occasions. The
Children’s Choir toured with the
St. Mary school bus at Mid-Town
Towers, Asbury Park, Newton
Medical Center, Walmart and
finally at Wendy’s where they sang
for their complimentary frostee
treats as a reward for spreading
cheer in the Christmas season!
“Line up at the Bananas!”
instructions for where to sing at
Walmart -- many smiles that day!
This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. It normally appears the first week
of November, February, May, and August. Deadlines are the 15th of the month before publish date. To submit articles,
photos or story ideas, contact Betty Lanzrath, news editor, at 316-772-3177 or email at lanzrath51@cox.net. For other
inquiries, contact Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org
*Also special thanks to Carolyn Moore & Barb Bunting for additional help with this issue. Do you have a talent that
could help the newsletter? Writer, Photographer, Editor or Design? We would love to have you on the team!

106 E. 8th st., Newton, KS 67114 w (316) 282-0459 w stmarynewton.org w facebook.com/stmarynewton

Celebrating
our Catholic
School!!!
See what happened during
Catholic Schools Week - p.4
Hear from the students why they
LOVE their Catholic School - p.5

	

  
A Return to Love

Jada Smith leads
the cheerleaders in
the Parade of Lights
Dec. 4, 2014

• Parish Dinner - p.2
• Circus Theme for School Auction - p.5
• March for Life Pilgrimage - p.6
• 8th grade chastity retreat - p.7
• Parishioner Interview - p.8
• NEW Dillons program - p.9
• 2014 Sacramental totals - p.10
• New Financial Peace Class - p.10
• St. Vincent de Paul Update - p.11
• p. 2 & 3 • Prayer Traditions - p.11
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Letter from
Father Jim
What are you doing for Lent? Ash Wednesday
is this week. How about going on a 33 day retreat?
You don’t have to leave Newton. You can do most
of it at home as a family or individually. It will take
you through most of Lent, almost up to Holy Week.
The retreat is called 33 Days to Morning Glory,
after the book written by Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC.
Fr. Gaitley is a young priest who belongs to the
Congregation of the Marian Fathers of the Immaculate
Conception. His book outlines 33 days of meditations
from the writings of four great saints as a preparation
for consecration to Jesus through Mary. It was
inspired from St. Louis de Montfort’s 33 day
preparation for consecration.
You might be thinking, “Why would I want to
consecrate myself? I’ve already been baptized. Isn’t
that a consecration?” Yes, at Baptism we were “set
apart” and consecrated to God. We renounced the
powers of darkness and entrusted ourselves to God.
We now belong to Him and serve Him.
However, none of us lives our baptism to the full.
We compromise our baptismal grace through sin. The
vibrancy and ardor of our baptismal commitment
becomes lukewarm for many of us. We therefore
stand in need of a renewal of the grace of our
consecration. The 33 day preparation is a powerful
movement of grace. Jesus invites you and me to

entrust ourselves to His Mother. He was
the first One to entrust himself to her at
the Annunciation. Once we have
entrusted ourselves to Mary, she in
turn leads us into a deeper life with
her Son.
We will have copies of the books
available for families and individuals
who would like to make this 33 day
retreat in preparation for consecration.
St. Louis de Montfort teaches that
entrustment to Mary is the shortest,
easiest, and surest way of becoming a
saint. Our parish is under the patronage of
Mary, the Immaculate Conception. So it is
natural and desirable that we would make this
entrustment to Mary as a singular favor and privilege.
I have made this entrustment before but intend on
renewing it again this Lent. The day for
consecration is the Feast of the Annunciation,
March 25th. I invite and call you and
your families to join me in making this
retreat in preparation for
consecration.
May your journey be blessed!
Fr. Jim Mainzer
Thursday study classes will be led by Fr. Jim to
instruct & inspire you along your journey, meeting
every week beginning February 19th at 7pm
*Sign-up in the back of church to reserve your book

Parish Dinner - March 7th

6:00 pm - HAPPY HOUR!
7:00 pm - Dinner & Awards
8:00 pm - Performance by the St.
Mary Praise Band & Discipleship Talk
from students who attended the March
for Life Pilgrimage in Washington D.C.

Featuring:
Emmy
Pomeroy
singing with
the praise band

FREE for all St. Mary Parishioners
Catered by THE BREADBASKET!
Childcare Provided by CYM (includes pizza dinner)
Sign-Up in the Back of Church, or call the church office - RSVP by March 2nd
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FUN RUN - March 28th

By Mandy
McNei"

The St. Mary Fun Run will be held Saturday
March 28, 9:00 am at Harvey County Camp
Hawk. Sign up now to join in on the fun! This
event is for all ages. Walkers, joggers, runners, and
strollers are all welcome! There are two ways to
register...contact the school office for a
registration form or register online at
2015stmaryfunrun.eventbrite.com.

2014 Sacramental Totals
Baptisms - 23
3

3

17
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0-1 years
1-7 years
7+ years

4 (not a regular confirmation year)
1 Communion - 27
Marriages - 2 Catholic, 3 Mixed rel. TOTAL 5
Confirmations st

To come to the Church through RCIA:

1 Catechumen, 2 Candidates

3rd Annual St. Mary
Women’s
Retreat:
A Time to Get to Know Mary and Each Other

	

  - A Return
to Love

By Charisse Tierney

By Charisse Tierney

The 3rd annual St. Mary Women’s Retreat
brought 54 women from 6 diﬀerent parishes together
for a weekend of refreshment and rejuvenation.
With Mary Our Mother as the theme, presenter
Gayle Bueke brought retreat attendees into deeper
relationship with Mary through pictures and stories
of our Blessed Mother’s daily life in Nazareth, as well
as her more recent apparitions and miracles. Gayle’s
co-presenter, Sister Kathy Vasselli, brought a fresh
perspective on prayer and spirituality through art and
writing. The retreat
team, led by Kathy
Schwarzenberger,
created a space at
Our Lady of
Guadelupe church
that evoked Mary’s
peace and holiness,
and each attendee
Sr. Kathy Vasselli
received a gift box
filled with goodies, including a beautiful handmade
decade Rosary. Tears and laughter, friendship and
food, prayer and poetry--all part of an enriching
weekend and a growing tradition at St. Mary parish.
Be sure to reserve the last weekend in January
next year for this wonderful event!

Sister Kathy Vasselli presented a challenge to the St.
Mary Women’s Retreat attendees: to only see the love as we
travel through Lent.
Sister Kathy pointed out that while the media and
popular culture like to magnify the gory details of tragic
stories, the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion seek to
minimize the details of Jesus’ suﬀering. Single word
descriptions like “stripped”, “mocked”, “spat”, “scourged”,
and “crucified” are used. Matthew, Mark, and John all
describe the crowning of thorns with the words “placed it”
on His head, as if it were a noble crown of gold.
These words all encourage us to move past the
surface details of the crucifixion. They propel us more
deeply into the story and help us to see the big picture.
When we look at Christ on the crucifix we see love rather
than blood, compassion rather than pain, and desire rather
than death. We see someone who wants us desperately.
“God, as Scripture tells us, wants each of us for
Himself. That’s why He made us--for a personal, intimate,
loving relationship with Him that begins in time and lasts
for eternity. That’s why He died for us, buying us back
‘with a price’ (1 Cor. 6: 19-20). That’s also why, like the
bridegroom in the Song of Songs, He pursues each and
every man as His betrothed, and why, like the longsuﬀering husband in Hosea, He patiently waits for His
beloved, torn apart from Him by sin, to return His love.”
Emily Stimpson, These Beautiful Bones: An Everyday Theology of
the Body
During Lent, the Church oﬀers us so many opportunities to give God what He wants. The crowds that fill
churches on Ash Wednesday aren’t there out of obligation.
Jesus doesn’t force us to love Him. But Ash Wednesday
seems to be the one day of the year that people listen to
and act upon the longing in their hearts--the one day that
they hear Jesus say “I thirst” and respond with “I’m yours.”
We all fall during our Lenten journeys, but Jesus is
always waiting for us. Walk with Him as he carries His
Cross. Sit with Him at the Last Supper. Weep with Him in
the garden and empty yourself with Him on Good Friday.
And as darkness gives way to light, our love and
longing are fulfilled and the promise of heaven awaits. On
Easter Sunday our Lord is risen and His human suﬀering
has ended, but, still, He looks at us with a smile and says, “I
thirst.” This is why Lent is filled with church services and
devotions: that we might give back to God a fraction of the
love He has given us. Will you give Him what He wants?

Financial Peace
University
Saving money and paying oﬀ debt are two of
the most common New Years resolutions. If you are
one of the many people who vowed to improve your
financial situation this year, Dave Ramsey and the
Financial Peace University program can provide the
direction you need to help you reach your goals. The
class is an education program
that teaches families how to
handle money using Biblical
principles.
9 week course starts
Monday March 2nd
Fo"owing a successful Fa"
class, Tyler & Kari Sauerwine
wi" once again lead this class.
To register go to:
stmarynewton.org
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• Ash Wednesday - Feb 18, 8:00am & 7:00pm
• Stations of the Cross - Every Friday, 5:30pm
• KofC Fish Frys - @Gym, 5:30-7:30pm
Feb 27, Mar 13, Mar 27
• Penance Service - @OLG, Mar 29, 6:30pm
• Holy Thursday - Apr 2, 7:00pm
• CYM Living Stations - Apr 3, noon
• Good Friday - Apr 3, 7:00pm
• Easter Vigil - Apr 4, 8:00pm

Young Adult
Lenten Study

Feb 22nd at 11:45 in the Kapaun
Library, the young adult group
(ages 17-30) “Table of Plenty” will
start a study on the book The Last
Words of Jesus: A meditation on Love
and Suﬀering by Daniel P. Horan,
O.F.M. This book’s focus is on the
last words of Jesus from the cross. Not only does
this book cover what the seven last words mean
from a scriptural perspective but also how it applies
to our Catholic social teachings.
To join call Jay Leininger, (620) 951-4863

Sunday Study
A study on the life of Jesus in the
footprints he walked will begin on
March 8th at 9:30am in the
parish center. Classes will be led
by Ellen Herdler. Watch the back
of the church for sign-ups

4 February 2015

FINDING THE WAY

Catholic Schools Week 2015
January 26 -30 was a fantastic week! On
Monday, we had our family lunch day with nearly 300
people. What a great turnout! We listened to Ron
Willis’ positive message about focusing on what’s
important in life and always having a kind word.
Teachers had an additional time with Mr. Willis after
school to discuss being there for our students.
On Tuesday, we were treated by the Order of
St. John, with an Irish priest, Fr. Anthony, coming from
New Zealand to lead us in Children’s Adoration.

Comments from the students included: “I learned that
Jesus thirsts for love” and “Even though Fr. Anthony’s
lecture was simple, it was moving and I realized how
much God loves us”. The cheerleaders led a fun, action
packed assembly at the end of the day with the Spirit
Stick awarded to our 8th grade class. Our student
council members Elizabeth Mick, Keegan Steinmetz
and Eli Blaufuss attended the city council meeting in
which the mayor read a proclamation declaring the
week as Catholic Schools Week in Newton.
Wednesday, we held our buddy class religion

bowl. Students answered questions about our faith. In
the afternoon students were treated to a movie and
popcorn provided by our PTO.
Thursday, we had our school spelling bee.
The top three students in order for grades 5-8 were
Elizabeth Mick, Nathan Dominguez and Eli Blaufuss.

Elizabeth will represent our school in the diocesan
spelling bee. The top three students in order for
grades 1-4 were Sophia Stutey, Skylin Sartain and Elena
Bowling. All of our spelling representatives (two per
class) will compete in the Valley Nine Spelling Bee.

Our 7th and 8th grade religion bowl teams also
competed in the diocesan competition on Thursday.
Both teams went 8-3, with 12 teams in each grade
division. The 7th grade team placed 3rd, earning
medals. The 8th grade team tied for 2nd, but placed
4th due to tie breakers on a 3 team tie. Team members
included Eli Blaufuss, Nathan Dominguez, Madeline
Eustace, Connor Schommer and April Vidacs for 7th
grade and Amber Cox, Gabe Lies, Elizabeth Mick,
Aaron Milton and Leslie Warren in 8th grade.
On Friday, St. Mary graduate, Abbey
Pomeroy, returned to St. Mary as
Miss Rodeo Kansas. She shared
with the students a book and talked
about what her position means as
well as introducing barrel racing to
the students. We concluded the
week with a friendly 8th grade vs.
the staﬀ volleyball game.
We had our all school
Masses on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday as we do every week. We
appreciate the opportunity to attend Mass and receive
our Lord in the Eucharist. Did you know that if you
attend St. Mary %om kindergarten through 8th grade, you
would have nearly 1,000 extra opportunities to attend Mass!
Wow!
Students also wrote thank you cards to our
many helpers during the week. We raised money for
the St. Katharine Drexel fund, which helps Catholic
schools in the Wichita diocese with economic
challenges.
Thank you to everyone who made the week special!
- Philip Stutey, SMCS Principal
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A Journey
to the
Truth
By Carolin Moore
Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where
you don’t know
and never be the same?
(The Summons)

Perhaps summoned a little later in life than
some, Gary Chaﬀee is proud of his journey to
Catholicism. Gary was born in Newton and baptized
as an infant in the Presbyterian Church. This he
comments was “a gift from his parents.” He has three
brothers and attended public elementary school in
Newton along with Sunday school and Bible school on
Tuesday mornings. Gary's family moved to El Dorado
when he was 12 and Gary liked it there. He was not
pleased when the family moved back to Newton three
years later. At 16 he went to live with an aunt and
uncle in southern CA where living on the ocean suited
him perfectly.
He worked as a lab tech for the city of Los
Angeles but in 1962 joined the Peace Corps and went
to Brazil. He had studied Latin in high school and
French in college and learned Portuguese while in
Brazil.
Upon returning to Newton, Gary worked in
sales for the Congoleum Corporation where he met
his wife Claudia whom he married in 1968. Gary was a
member of the Kansas Army National Guards. His
unit was called up to Vietnam where he functioned as
a field med regulator working with doctors to classify
patients and communicate with headquarters. Gary's
son Paul was born while Gary was in Vietnam.
After serving his country, Gary continued
working for Congoleum as a general manager in North
Carolina for five years. While in NC, he and Claudia
had a son who died of meningitis at one year of age.
The family returned to Newton in 1975. In
1986, after working at Congoleum for 21 years, Gary
began working at LifeStyle Interiors and retired 20
years later. He currently works for Liberty Taxes.
Claudia assists in the St Mary school cafeteria. They
have three grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.

Gary stopped attending church in his teen
years but around age 60 began feeling the call and
started investigating religions. Claudia was raised in
the Nazarene Church but never baptized; one of
Gary’s brothers had married a Mennonite and joined
the Golden Plains Free Methodist Church along with
Gary's parents. Another brother had married a
Catholic and joined the Catholic faith. Gary
wondered, “Where do you find the truth?” He had
always liked history stating, “You don't study history
without studying the Catholic Church.” He also
recalled his philosophy course, searched for resources
and read extensively. Gary throws out names of
philosophers, theologians, and authors as though they
are old friends. One evening while “exercising his
thumb” (channel surfing) he also discovered the
program Journey Home. Gary became convinced that
Catholicism “is the truth” and Claudia was receptive.
One day while visiting with Kyle Kientz at his
auto shop, Kyle suggested he contact Carol Mead, the
RCIA sponsor at the time. Thus began his formal
instruction. He told Father Hotze that he was “here
to see if you will take me.” When it was time for Gary
to make his first confession Claudia told the priest he
should “bring a sack lunch”. Gary and Claudia entered
the church on Easter of 2003 and their son Paul and
daughter-in-law Shellie became members in 2005.
Will you use the faith you’ve found
to reshape the world around

St Mary is blessed to have Gary as an integral
part of our instruction program. He began working
with the RCIA program in 2006 sharing his journey of
faith, knowledge and service while meeting interesting
people. This year there is a fantastic new program
with professional videos. Gary is also the recorder for
the Knights of Columbus and an extraordinary
minister.
Lord your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.

“I haven't learned to say “No” when asked to
do something for the parish... I am still flabbergasted
to be here. This is a wonderful diocese and I love this
parish.” Gary's journey clearly demonstrates his
response to the Lord's summons.
There has been a terrific response to the RCIA
program this year! TWELVE catechumens/
candidates are working with their sponsors on
entering the Church this Easter.
Please keep them and Gary in your prayers.

Why I LOVE attending
a Catholic School
Eighth grade students said:
“I am proud to attend a Catholic school because I
don’t have to hide my faith or be afraid of showing
that I am a Catholic.”
“I am grateful to God and to my parents for giving
me the opportunity to attend a Catholic school. In a
Catholic school, everyone works hard, prays hard, and
plays hard. It is a true privilege to attend St. Mary
Catholic School.”
“The staﬀ cares for each and every student and does
the best in their power to
help us become the
smartest students we can
possibly be.”
“Every minute of this
school is a blessing, even
though we may not see it
sometimes.”
“I am proud when I put on
my uniform each morning.
When people see me
wearing my uniform, they
Happy Days!
know that I attend a Catholic
school and that will always be a proud feeling for me.”
“I couldn’t have asked for a better school to go to.”
Sixth grade students noted:
“I really like how in a Catholic School we keep God in
everything we do, like how we pray in the morning,
afternoon and when we start new classes. I am proud
to attend a Catholic School because we are all like one
big family and help each other through our needs.”
“When I wake up in the morning I am happy to go to
school.”
“I especially like the Religion classes because I can
learn more about my faith and Jesus’ life. My
relationship with God gets stronger and I get closer to
Him.”
“It is always fun when we’re in a diﬀerent subject and
there is a connection to religion so we’re learning
about both at the same time.”
Seventh grade students added:
“I am proud to attend a Catholic School because we
get to learn about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
It will teach me the correct morals and decisions I
need to make in order to be successful in life.”
“We are given the chance to go to Mass and praise the
one we love the most. I thank Jesus everyday!”

The Greatest Show
on Earth is coming
to St. Mary.
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STEP
RIGHT
UP!

The annual St. Mary School Auction
will be held “Under the Big Top” on April
25th, 2015 in the school gymnasium. Doors will
open at 5:00 pm for auction item previewing,
silent auction bidding, and beverages. A prime rib
dinner will be served at 6:15 pm with the live
auction beginning at 7:30 pm. Don’t miss out on
bidding on a Louisville Bourbon Tour trip and an
Opryland Nashville trip.
Also available will be Kansas City Chiefs
tickets, autographed KU & KSU sports items, a
Green Bay Packers football autographed by Jordy
Nelson and many other great items! Dinner
tickets are $40 per person or $280 for a table of
eight and can be purchased from the school oﬃce
at 316-282-1974.
If you are unable to join us for the auction,
there are other ways to help out. St. Mary School
students will be oﬀering raﬄe tickets for a suggested
donation of $5 per ticket which gives you the chance
to win one of 3 prizes • Microsoft Surface Pro 3
• $1,000 cash
• Choice of four diﬀerent trip packages
• Wine Country for 2 – Sonoma, CA – 4 days &
3 nights – $800 airfare allowance included
• Country Music Awards Trip for 2 – Nashville,
TN – 3 days & 2 nights (Nov 2015)
• Mountain Village Enclave for 4 – Telluride, CO
– 5 days & 4 nights
• ESPY Awards Trip for 2 – Los Angeles, CA – 3
days & 2 nights (July 2015)

Donations of cash, items and services for
the auction are also being accepted at this time. If
you have an item to donate, please fill out a
donation form on-line at the website shown below
and drop the form by the school or call the school
oﬃce at 316-282-1974.
Proceeds from this year’s auction will be
used to replace the bleachers in the gymnasium
and to upgrade the playground. Please join in to
help us with these worthy causes. For more
information please visit the auction website at
http://www.smcsauction.org/
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March for Life Pilgrimage

In my years of going to a Catholic school I had never
imagined abortion ever being such a controversial
topic. I was taught, raised and now believe abortion is
not just a religious view point, but a moral one. It
amazes me how many people in this world still haven’t
been able to open their hearts and have merciful love
towards the gift from God and understand that a child
is not a choice. Standing outside the abortion clinic
with the rosary in my hand and the cold air across my
face, I felt blessed. I felt like a soldier of Christ
standing up for my faith, an innocent child, but most
importantly God. It was cold and I was out of my
comfort zone praying for all the women who entered
that building to have their abortion or schedule an
appointment. My heart raced at the thought of one
simple prayer of mine potentially changing their
mind… More importantly saving the life of a child.
March for Life was not only a memorable experience,
but one every soldier of Christ should have.
- Elena Valdes Claasen, HS pilgrim
Rally at the D.C. Armory before the March

Praying a Rosary outside of Planned Parenthood

The March for Life pilgrimage was life-changing
for me. It opened my eyes to so many new
subjects about the Catholic faith. During my time
in D.C. the biggest thing I took away from the
trip was that we are not alone on this subject!
700,000. That was the number of people who
were in D.C. making their voices heard! I
guarantee that in America many more people
would have loved to do the same. Don’t ever stop
protesting the law! Innocent lives are being lost
every day and we have to do something about it! I
would recommend everyone to take at least one
trip to D.C. during the March and witness that so
many people are fighting right alongside with you.
One more thing I took away was the hatred
certain people can have toward you. When we
were praying in front of an abortion clinic I was
yelled at, flipped oﬀ, and given dirty looks. When
those people did that, it just motivated me to
pray even harder. It was truly a blessing for the
trip.
- Jonathan Weber, HS pilgrim

Come to the Parish Dinner
on March 7th to hear and see more.
I am so thankful that I was given the opportunity
to attend March for Life. It was an amazing
experience and it was very eye-opening. Being
there, in the moment, just makes you realize how
fortunate you are for all the things you've been
given and I couldn't be happier with how it went.
Not only was the trip very serious, but we were
also able to have a good time. We made friends
with a youth group from the cathedral in Wichita
and Elena and I attended their youth group last
weekend (the 2nd). I enjoyed the trip very much
and I am so grateful to the generous people who
donated money for our trip.
- Emmaleah Smet, HS pilgrim
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CYM news By Bi" Weber
On March 6th & 7th we will
host Project Freedom, an over
night chastity retreat for 8th graders,
oﬀered through the diocesan Oﬃce of Faith Formation.
While at Project Freedom children will learn more
about the virtue of chastity, deepen his/her relationship
with Christ through the sacraments, participate in
games and skits, and hear testimonies from the Project
Freedom retreat team!
Project Freedom is unique in that a parent
retreat is oﬀered during the Saturday portion of the
program. The parent retreat will take place on March
7th and during their time at Project Freedom, they will
hear from a parent who has dealt with the struggles of
living chastity within their marriage, raising chaste
teens, and will provide resources to help face these
challenges. Additionally, there will be an opportunity
for confession and Mass. If at all possible, it is highly
recommended that both spouses attend the parent
retreat.
At the end of the retreat, both parents and
children will participate in the closing Mass and
Commitment Ceremony. During the Commitment
Ceremony, parents will present their son/daughter with
a memento (chastity ring, saint medal, scapular, etc.)
from the weekend, serving as a reminder to your child
to live a life of chastity.
Comments from parishioners who have
attended this retreat in the past:
“I was impressed with the retreat and liked that the
parents experienced the retreat &om diﬀerent presenters. My
kids thought the young married couple was good and
relatable” (Tami Carlgren)
“It is a blessing to have a program to combat the
negative influence of the media and give our youth practical
ways to counteract this influence with the truth– so they wi"
know the truth, and the truth wi" set them &ee – to live God’s
perfect plan for their lives.” (Monica Davis)
“I liked the retreat, especia"y the ending ceremony
where the youth were presented a Chastity Pledge Certificate
and a purity/chastity ring.” (Deb Henning)
*Volunteers are needed to help with meals for
the retreat as well as chaperons. If you are
interested in helping or want to register to
attend,contact the church office.

CYM has been busy! To bring 2014 to a
close, we held a Christmas party which included
pizza, ice skating, and toy shopping for the kids
of the Harvey County Homeless Shelter to whom
we delivered wrapped presents for their
Christmas party.
Coming up, we will be gathering with
other CYM groups from nearby for a Thunder
Hockey game at Intrust Arena on 2/15 - tickets are
free! The Diocesan Catholic Youth Conference is
coming up on March 14th & 15th. Also, the
annual "Variety Acts of the Apostles" supper and
show will be showcasing talent from our group
and alumni. Mark your calendar for April 12th,
and be sure to get your tickets early! Thanks for
your support of our High School Youth!
Congratulations to
Bill & Carrie Weber
who are now the
CYM Region 2
coordinators for the
Wichita Diocese!
Thank you for your
leadership.

PSR Christmas Gala
The 2nd annual PSR Christmas Gala was held on
Dec. 17th. PSR students presented the traditional
nativity play accompanied by the praise band.
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A Journey
to the
Truth
By Carolin Moore
Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where
you don’t know
and never be the same?
(The Summons)

Perhaps summoned a little later in life than
some, Gary Chaﬀee is proud of his journey to
Catholicism. Gary was born in Newton and baptized
as an infant in the Presbyterian Church. This he
comments was “a gift from his parents.” He has three
brothers and attended public elementary school in
Newton along with Sunday school and Bible school on
Tuesday mornings. Gary's family moved to El Dorado
when he was 12 and Gary liked it there. He was not
pleased when the family moved back to Newton three
years later. At 16 he went to live with an aunt and
uncle in southern CA where living on the ocean suited
him perfectly.
He worked as a lab tech for the city of Los
Angeles but in 1962 joined the Peace Corps and went
to Brazil. He had studied Latin in high school and
French in college and learned Portuguese while in
Brazil.
Upon returning to Newton, Gary worked in
sales for the Congoleum Corporation where he met
his wife Claudia whom he married in 1968. Gary was a
member of the Kansas Army National Guards. His
unit was called up to Vietnam where he functioned as
a field med regulator working with doctors to classify
patients and communicate with headquarters. Gary's
son Paul was born while Gary was in Vietnam.
After serving his country, Gary continued
working for Congoleum as a general manager in North
Carolina for five years. While in NC, he and Claudia
had a son who died of meningitis at one year of age.
The family returned to Newton in 1975. In
1986, after working at Congoleum for 21 years, Gary
began working at LifeStyle Interiors and retired 20
years later. He currently works for Liberty Taxes.
Claudia assists in the St Mary school cafeteria. They
have three grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.

Gary stopped attending church in his teen
years but around age 60 began feeling the call and
started investigating religions. Claudia was raised in
the Nazarene Church but never baptized; one of
Gary’s brothers had married a Mennonite and joined
the Golden Plains Free Methodist Church along with
Gary's parents. Another brother had married a
Catholic and joined the Catholic faith. Gary
wondered, “Where do you find the truth?” He had
always liked history stating, “You don't study history
without studying the Catholic Church.” He also
recalled his philosophy course, searched for resources
and read extensively. Gary throws out names of
philosophers, theologians, and authors as though they
are old friends. One evening while “exercising his
thumb” (channel surfing) he also discovered the
program Journey Home. Gary became convinced that
Catholicism “is the truth” and Claudia was receptive.
One day while visiting with Kyle Kientz at his
auto shop, Kyle suggested he contact Carol Mead, the
RCIA sponsor at the time. Thus began his formal
instruction. He told Father Hotze that he was “here
to see if you will take me.” When it was time for Gary
to make his first confession Claudia told the priest he
should “bring a sack lunch”. Gary and Claudia entered
the church on Easter of 2003 and their son Paul and
daughter-in-law Shellie became members in 2005.
Will you use the faith you’ve found
to reshape the world around

St Mary is blessed to have Gary as an integral
part of our instruction program. He began working
with the RCIA program in 2006 sharing his journey of
faith, knowledge and service while meeting interesting
people. This year there is a fantastic new program
with professional videos. Gary is also the recorder for
the Knights of Columbus and an extraordinary
minister.
Lord your summons echoes true
when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you
and never be the same.

“I haven't learned to say “No” when asked to
do something for the parish... I am still flabbergasted
to be here. This is a wonderful diocese and I love this
parish.” Gary's journey clearly demonstrates his
response to the Lord's summons.
There has been a terrific response to the RCIA
program this year! TWELVE catechumens/
candidates are working with their sponsors on
entering the Church this Easter.
Please keep them and Gary in your prayers.
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Catholic Schools Week 2015
January 26 -30 was a fantastic week! On
Monday, we had our family lunch day with nearly 300
people. What a great turnout! We listened to Ron
Willis’ positive message about focusing on what’s
important in life and always having a kind word.
Teachers had an additional time with Mr. Willis after
school to discuss being there for our students.
On Tuesday, we were treated by the Order of
St. John, with an Irish priest, Fr. Anthony, coming from
New Zealand to lead us in Children’s Adoration.

Comments from the students included: “I learned that
Jesus thirsts for love” and “Even though Fr. Anthony’s
lecture was simple, it was moving and I realized how
much God loves us”. The cheerleaders led a fun, action
packed assembly at the end of the day with the Spirit
Stick awarded to our 8th grade class. Our student
council members Elizabeth Mick, Keegan Steinmetz
and Eli Blaufuss attended the city council meeting in
which the mayor read a proclamation declaring the
week as Catholic Schools Week in Newton.
Wednesday, we held our buddy class religion

bowl. Students answered questions about our faith. In
the afternoon students were treated to a movie and
popcorn provided by our PTO.
Thursday, we had our school spelling bee.
The top three students in order for grades 5-8 were
Elizabeth Mick, Nathan Dominguez and Eli Blaufuss.

Stewardship Fair
Elizabeth will represent our school in the diocesan
spelling bee. The top three students in order for
grades 1-4 were Sophia Stutey, Skylin Sartain and Elena
Bowling. All of our spelling representatives (two per
class) will compete in the Valley Nine Spelling Bee.

Our 7th and 8th grade religion bowl teams also
competed in the diocesan competition on Thursday.
Both teams went 8-3, with 12 teams in each grade
division. The 7th grade team placed 3rd, earning
medals. The 8th grade team tied for 2nd, but placed
4th due to tie breakers on a 3 team tie. Team members
included Eli Blaufuss, Nathan Dominguez, Madeline
Eustace, Connor Schommer and April Vidacs for 7th
grade and Amber Cox, Gabe Lies, Elizabeth Mick,
Aaron Milton and Leslie Warren in 8th grade.
On Friday, St. Mary graduate, Abbey
Pomeroy, returned to St. Mary as
Miss Rodeo Kansas. She shared
with the students a book and talked
about what her position means as
well as introducing barrel racing to
the students. We concluded the
week with a friendly 8th grade vs.
the staﬀ volleyball game.
We had our all school
Masses on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday as we do every week. We
appreciate the opportunity to attend Mass and receive
our Lord in the Eucharist. Did you know that if you
attend St. Mary &om kindergarten through 8th grade, you
would have nearly 1,000 extra opportunities to attend Mass!
Wow!
Students also wrote thank you cards to our
many helpers during the week. We raised money for
the St. Katharine Drexel fund, which helps Catholic
schools in the Wichita diocese with economic
challenges.
Thank you to everyone who made the week special!
- Philip Stutey, SMCS Principal

The 2014
Stewardship
Fair was held in
the school gym
following each
Mass which
was also held in
the gym. The
fair highlighted
the over 40
diﬀerent
ministries at St.
Mary. Thank
Receiving the Bread of Life!
you to all who
participated and continue to make our parish a
thriving center for Catholic life!
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Save the date: TOTUS
TUUS - July 5-10
St. Mary will again host Totus Tuus during the first full
week of July. Fee is $10 per student, or $25 per family.
Grades 1-6 go from 9am-3pm Mon. - Fri. Grades 7-12
are 7:30pm - 9:45pm Sun - Thu. Watch bulletins in
May for registration information.

Totus Tuus team from Summer 2014

Dillons Stores’ Ending Popular Gift Card Program;
won’t have to do a thing except use your Dillons
New Program will Benefit you
Plus Shopper’s Card when purchasing items.
St. Mary Church * To designate St. Mary to receive funds from Dillons
Many St. Mary families shop at
Dillon's. We are excited to
inform you that your normal
grocery shopping could make a
big impact on St. Mary Church.
Dillons is ending the
“Neighbors” gift card program,
also known as the reloadable gift
card program, and launching “Community Rewards” on
February 1. You can easily help. St Mary earns funds
by registering your existing Plus Shopper’s Card!
Enrollment is fast and simple.
Last year alone, Dillons stores contributed more
than $17,000 directly to St. Mary through their
“Neighbors” reloadable gift card program.
The Dillons Division based in Hutchinson, KS
includes all Dillons Stores in Kansas, Bakers in Omaha,
Nebraska, and Gerbes in Missouri. This division will be
paying out $500,000 at the end of each quarter to nonprofits in the division based on shoppers’ purchases
during that quarter. That’s $2 million to charities
located in Kansas, Omaha, and parts of Missouri. It is
our hope that with our
parish families, we can
take full advantage of the
program.
Signing up is simple, and

based on your purchases:
• Make sure you have a Dillons Plus Shoppers Card
(Available at any Dillons/Bakers/Gerbes Checkout)
• Visit : https://www.dillons.com/communityrewards
• Sign in to your account or create an account if you do
not yet have one , Click “Enroll Now”
• Type St Mary (no dot) in the search box or search
using St Mary’s Community Rewards Number: 10426
• Select St. Mary in the search results and click “Enroll”
You will need to complete this process once each year.
Thank you! We will send a reminder when it is time to
re-enroll for next year. If you have questions about
Community Rewards, Contact the Church oﬃce
The distribution of the $2 million is not based
solely on your purchases, but also on numbers of
individuals that enroll. The organization with the
biggest percentage of qualifying purchases by dollar
amount will receive the biggest percentage of the
$500,000 each quarter!
*You will start earning rewards for the church right
away on qualifying purchases made using your Plus
Shoppers Card (Restrictions include: Fuel, Dillons gift
cards, postage stamps, reloadable gift cards such as
VISA or Mastercard gift cards, alcohol, tobacco, sales
tax and lottery tickets)
*There is no cost to enro", and the Community Rewards
enro"ment wi" not aﬀect your fuel points or coupon discounts.
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FUN RUN - March 28th

3rd Annual St. Mary
Women’s
Retreat:
A Time to Get to Know Mary and Each Other
By Charisse Tierney

By Mandy
McNei"

The St. Mary Fun Run will be held Saturday
March 28, 9:00 am at Harvey County Camp
Hawk. Sign up now to join in on the fun! This
event is for all ages. Walkers, joggers, runners, and
strollers are all welcome! There are two ways to
register...contact the school office for a
registration form or register online at
2015stmaryfunrun.eventbrite.com.

2014 Sacramental Totals
Baptisms - 23
3

3

17

0-1 years
1-7 years
7+ years

4 (not a regular confirmation year)
1 Communion - 27
Marriages - 2 Catholic, 3 Mixed rel. TOTAL 5
Confirmations st

To come to the Church through RCIA:

1 Catechumen, 2 Candidates

The 3rd annual St. Mary Women’s Retreat
brought 54 women from 6 diﬀerent parishes together
for a weekend of refreshment and rejuvenation.
With Mary Our Mother as the theme, presenter
Gayle Bueke brought retreat attendees into deeper
relationship with Mary through pictures and stories
of our Blessed Mother’s daily life in Nazareth, as well
as her more recent apparitions and miracles. Gayle’s
co-presenter, Sister Kathy Vasselli, brought a fresh
perspective on prayer and spirituality through art and
writing. The retreat
team, led by Kathy
Schwarzenberger,
created a space at
Our Lady of
Guadelupe church
that evoked Mary’s
peace and holiness,
and each attendee
Sr. Kathy Vasselli
received a gift box
filled with goodies, including a beautiful handmade
decade Rosary. Tears and laughter, friendship and
food, prayer and poetry--all part of an enriching
weekend and a growing tradition at St. Mary parish.
Be sure to reserve the last weekend in January
next year for this wonderful event!

Financial Peace
University
Saving money and paying oﬀ debt are two of
the most common New Years resolutions. If you are
one of the many people who vowed to improve your
financial situation this year, Dave Ramsey and the
Financial Peace University program can provide the
direction you need to help you reach your goals. The
class is an education program
that teaches families how to
handle money using Biblical
principles.
9 week course starts
Monday March 2nd
Fo"owing a successful Fa"
class, Tyler & Kari Sauerwine
wi" once again lead this class.
To register go to:
stmarynewton.org
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Letter from
Father Jim
What are you doing for Lent? Ash Wednesday
is this week. How about going on a 33 day retreat?
You don’t have to leave Newton. You can do most
of it at home as a family or individually. It will take
you through most of Lent, almost up to Holy Week.
The retreat is called 33 Days to Morning Glory,
after the book written by Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC.
Fr. Gaitley is a young priest who belongs to the
Congregation of the Marian Fathers of the Immaculate
Conception. His book outlines 33 days of meditations
from the writings of four great saints as a preparation
for consecration to Jesus through Mary. It was
inspired from St. Louis de Montfort’s 33 day
preparation for consecration.
You might be thinking, “Why would I want to
consecrate myself? I’ve already been baptized. Isn’t
that a consecration?” Yes, at Baptism we were “set
apart” and consecrated to God. We renounced the
powers of darkness and entrusted ourselves to God.
We now belong to Him and serve Him.
However, none of us lives our baptism to the full.
We compromise our baptismal grace through sin. The
vibrancy and ardor of our baptismal commitment
becomes lukewarm for many of us. We therefore
stand in need of a renewal of the grace of our
consecration. The 33 day preparation is a powerful
movement of grace. Jesus invites you and me to

entrust ourselves to His Mother. He was
the first One to entrust himself to her at
the Annunciation. Once we have
entrusted ourselves to Mary, she in
turn leads us into a deeper life with
her Son.
We will have copies of the books
available for families and individuals
who would like to make this 33 day
retreat in preparation for consecration.
St. Louis de Montfort teaches that
entrustment to Mary is the shortest,
easiest, and surest way of becoming a
saint. Our parish is under the patronage of
Mary, the Immaculate Conception. So it is
natural and desirable that we would make this
entrustment to Mary as a singular favor and privilege.
I have made this entrustment before but intend on
renewing it again this Lent. The day for
consecration is the Feast of the Annunciation,
March 25th. I invite and call you and
your families to join me in making this
retreat in preparation for
consecration.
May your journey be blessed!
Fr. Jim Mainzer
Thursday study classes will be led by Fr. Jim to
instruct & inspire you along your journey, meeting
every week beginning February 19th at 7pm
*Sign-up in the back of church to reserve your book

Parish Dinner - March 7th

6:00 pm - HAPPY HOUR!
7:00 pm - Dinner & Awards
8:00 pm - Performance by the St.
Mary Praise Band & Discipleship Talk
from students who attended the March
for Life Pilgrimage in Washington D.C.

Featuring:
Emmy
Pomeroy
singing with
the praise band

FREE for all St. Mary Parishioners
Catered by THE BREADBASKET!
Childcare Provided by CYM (includes pizza dinner)
Sign-Up in the Back of Church, or call the church office - RSVP by March 2nd

Cemetery Clean Up
Cleanup of the St. Mary Cemetery for the coming
mowing season is tentatively set for the morning of April
18, 2015. This requires picking up all the decorations in
the mowing area and family grave sites, raking up leaves
and limbs, some tree trimming, straightening monuments
that have tilted, filling holes and leveling graves. Please
remove all decorations or personal items you want to
keep prior to the cleanup. Volunteers should bring gloves,
rakes, shovels, wheel barrows, saws, and needed tools.
Watch for details in the April bulletins. For
more information contact Fred Kuestersteffen
(316-283-6414 h; 620-386-4036 c) or Carrol
Langenhorst (316-283-8909 h; 316-727-3025 c).

Serving the Poor
By Jim Moore, SVdP president
We are now well into our
second quarter as the Society and it is
heartening what we have had the
opportunity to do. Since Oct.1 we have made 42 home
visits. We have been blessed with the resources to
provide over $12,000 in assistance to these families. In
January alone, we have already provided services that
will help 44 individuals. Our average home visit
provides about $295 of financial assistance but more
importantly, as we grow in our understanding of the
community and the resources available, we are able to
make sound recommendations to our clients that will
provide even greater assistance. We could not do this if
we did not have the chance to know the clients
personally. Thus the wisdom of the home visit is
underscored each time one is completed.
We remain most appreciative of the support we
have received from our parishes. This support comes in
the form of prayer, verbal support, new membership
and financial support. Saying thank you often seems so
trite for what we feel.
We also receive support from our clients e.g.
the tears of appreciation when we notify them of what
we can do, the beaming smile on the young mother’s
face when a refrigerator shows up at her trailer and
walking out of a home visit knowing that we have
hopefully put into place initiatives to make the home
safe again.
Help support SVdP ministry by attending the
Burrito/ Pancake breakfast at St. Mary Gym
on Sunday February 22.

February 2015 11

PRAYER Traditions
Pt. 1, Why do we pray?
By Barb Bunting
The “Being Catholic” website reminds us of
the four reasons for praying: 1. Blessing and
Adoration (praising God) 2. Prayer of Petition (asking
for what we need, including forgiveness) 3. Prayer of
Intercession (asking for what others need) 4. Prayer
of Thanks-giving (for what God has given and done)
There are countless ways to pray privately or publicly
and the Harvey County Catholic Churches empower
us to do so through various vehicles.
When do I need God most? For me, those
are the prayers of petition and intercession. Our
community has a great tradition of supporting others
in need through Facebook comments, casserole
dishes and oﬀers of help. I’ve had people oﬀer or ask
for prayers, and when it’s private prayer, it may not
feel like “enough.” Our church has recognized the
importance of both private and “shared” prayer
through Mass or other formal rituals. But there is
more.
I believe that the
communion of saints/prayers is
solace.
It’s power. It’s a louder voice to
God. Our Prayer Line is a great
way to raise our voices to a new
volume. You may see “Prayer
Line” in the Stewardship Directory
but
aren’t sure what it means. You may be one of the
beads to the Rosary, but aren’t quite sure how it
works.
Do you know about the Prayer Blanket
ministry at Our Lady of Guadalupe? It’s one more
example of praying power. Do you like to sew and
want to use that talent to help others? Do you or a
friend have a hopeless pain that isn’t helped by
words? Is this something that might be of help?
And yet there is more. Mass intentions, both
within our parish and outside, are an option often not
well understood. Group prayer through the
Eucharist, specific to your initiation, can feel
magnified. How is this done? What are the benefits?
How can I participate?
Check out the next three St. Mary’s Newsletters for
articles on these ministries: The Rosary Prayer Chain,
Prayer Blanket ministry and Mass Intentions.

UPCOMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY
18 2
- Ash Wednesday
20 - Stations of the Cross
5:30pm every Friday of Lent
22 - SVdP Breakfast

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

MARCH
6,7 - Project Freedom
7 - Parish Dinner - RSVP, 3/2
14,15 - CYM @ DCYC
28 - Confirmation Retreat
29 - Palm Sunday*
29 - Penance Service @OLG 6:30
APRIL
2 - Holy Thursday 7pm
3 - Good Friday 7pm
3 - CYM Living Stations 12pm
5 - Easter Sunday*
12 - CYM Acts of the Apostles
14 - Ascension*
18 - Cemetery Clean-Up
25 - School Auction
29 - Parish Religion Bowl, 7pm
* = Day of Obligation

The voices of St. Mary children
filled the city of Newton in
December. The Cub Scouts
caroled at Presbyterian Manor, as
did the Little Flowers Girls Club
on 2 diﬀerent occasions. The
Children’s Choir toured with the
St. Mary school bus at Mid-Town
Towers, Asbury Park, Newton
Medical Center, Walmart and
finally at Wendy’s where they sang
for their complimentary frostee
treats as a reward for spreading
cheer in the Christmas season!
“Line up at the Bananas!”
instructions for where to sing at
Walmart -- many smiles that day!
This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. It normally appears the first week
of November, February, May, and August. Deadlines are the 15th of the month before publish date. To submit articles,
photos or story ideas, contact Betty Lanzrath, news editor, at 316-772-3177 or email at lanzrath51@cox.net. For other
inquiries, contact Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org
*Also special thanks to Carolyn Moore & Barb Bunting for additional help with this issue. Do you have a talent that
could help the newsletter? Writer, Photographer, Editor or Design? We would love to have you on the team!
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