UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
12 2
- Cosmic Bowling preK-4
19 - Cosmic Bowling 5-8
20 -Catholic Man Night
27 - Parish Picnic
OCTOBER
7 - PSR Mass, 6:45pm
CASTING NETS
PARISH MISSION
11 - 6PM Pot Luck, 7PM talk
12 - 7pm talk, punch & cookies
13 - 7pm talk, wine & cheese
14 - 7pm , Teens & Parents Talk
17 - CYM Soup & Chili Cha!enge
24 - SMCS Fun Night
27 - Mark Scripture Study starts
NOVEMBER
7 - Playground Build Date
8 - HC Bel Canto @ 10:30 Mass
15 - Turkey Dinner & Bazaar
22 - Stewardship Commitment

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

Above: On May 31st St. Mary & Our Lady of
Guadalupe High school students receive the
sacrament of confirmation at the Cathedral
Right: On May 3rd children receive their first
communion with Fr. Jim Mainzer.
Fr. Jim is doing we! at his new assignment at St. Jude
in Wichita. He keeps you a! in his prayers.

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

IN HIM
ALONE IS OUR

HOPE

“With the Eyes of Mercy”
Parish Mission October 11-14
A wonderful week for all, read more on - p. 3
•
•

This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. The next issue is scheduled to be
printed on December 1st. The deadline for submitting is Nov. 15th. To submit articles, photos or story ideas, contact
Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org Do you have a
talent that could help the newsletter? Writer, Photographer, Editor or Design? We would love to have YOU in our next issue!
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Welcome Fr. Voelker!
Full Interview - p. 14
PSR, Faith Formation for the
Family!- p. 6
CYM, Launching Young
Disciples! - p. 7
Fiscal Year end report - p.8
New Bi-Parish Council - p.9

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

September
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Bishop Kemme
Visits SMCS - p. 11

Parish Picnic - p. 10
MOMs group revitalized - p.5
Catholic Man Night - p.5
College Ministry - p.4
2014-15 Financial Report - p. 8
St. Vincent de Paul, celebrating
it’s 1st anniversary! - p. 12
A life of service - p. 13

Your Parish is now subscribed to
the latest and greatest in OnLine Faith Formation. - p. 4
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In Him Alone is our Hope…
My Dear Friends in Christ,
It has been a great honor for me
these past few weeks to begin this
journey of Faith, Hope and Love with you
that the Holy Spirit has called us to.
I would like to thank the staff and the
volunteers who have made me feel so welcome and the
tremendous amount of work that they have done to
the rectory. I am eternally gratefully.
When Fr. Jim Mainzer began the Parish
Newsletter, he called it “Finding the Way” after the
movie “The Way” with Emilio Esteves and Martin
Sheen. This movie featured the Camino de Santiago,
a great Pilgrima ge of Faith to the shrine of
the apostle St. James the Great in the Cathedral
of Santia go de Compostela in Galicia in
northwestern Spain.
We are all on our own personal pilgrimage in
this life. And both our way and our goal is Jesus our
Saviour who is the “way, the truth and the life.” (Jn
14:6)… which is why this newsletter will be called “In
Him Alone is our Hope” after the title of talks given

by Pope Francis to the Spanish Bishops during Holy
Week when he was Archbishop of Buenos Aires.
I would like to leave you with two thoughts which I
have adopted as vision statements, or our roadmap.
May God who has begun this good work in you all,
bring it to fulfillment.
“The Church was founded by Jesus Christ to be the loving
mother of the whole human family and minister to its
s a l v a t i o n ” - B l e s s e d Pa u l V I “O n t h e C h u r c h "
(ECCLESIAM SUAM)
"Faith’s new way of seeing things is centered on Christ. Faith
in Christ brings salvation because in him our lives become
radica!y open to a love that precedes us, a love that
transforms us $om within, acting in us and through us."
- Pope Francis "Light of Faith" (LUMEN FIDEI)
God Love you,
Fr. Voelker
(Ful interview on p. 14)

The Latin Mass returns to St. Mary By Signe Rogers
Our new Priest, Father Nicholas Voelker, has brought
Mass in the Extraordinary Form (Traditional Latin
Mass) to our parish on Saturday mornings. I find it
very inspirational in a devotional sense. Being a new
form of Mass to me - and in Latin - and diﬀerent from what I am used to, I have also been bewildered
at times and downright lost trying to follow the
prepared short missalette. One of the features of
Traditional Latin Mass that I was totally unaware of
before experiencing it is that much of it is the Priest
praying silently followed by spoken responses. I
purchased a book he recommended which helped me
follow along much better.

I also found myself thinking during those longer
periods of silence, "how does anyone ever know what
is going on when there are no words that we hear?"
That thought was quickl y followed with the
realization that there are MANY, like one of my own
grandsons who is severely deaf and will never really
hear a church service or anything else for that matter
like we do. "Just because you don't hear the words the
Priest is praying does not mean something is not
happening" was the next thought! Christ is present.
We don't need ears to experience that, if we listen
with the voice of our heart. Silence. Listening &
receiving what God has to give us, in the silence. We
all need more of that.

About 50 people attended both weeks of Fr. Voelker’s Latin Mass School
in August, which helped explain this beautiful tradition. If you missed it
the full classes can be watched at youtube.com/stmarynewton

Study: Mark The Suﬀering Messiah
Fr. Voelker will be giving a 3 week Scripture Study on Mark. Come to
enjoy learning about this powerful Gospel and to get to know our new
pastor better. Tuesdays, 7:30 - 9:00pm in the Parish Center

Oct. 27, Nov. 10 & Nov. 17
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Get To Know Father Nicholas Voelker by Charisse Tierney

“With the Eyes of Mercy”

Devout Family Foundations
“If there’s anything I’ve left you, I hope it’s faith.”
Father Nicholas Voelker says he’ll never forget those
words his dad spoke. Born and raised in Kansas, our
new pastor says that his parents’ “radical adherence to
the faith” played a big part in his formative years.
Even while growing up in a busy household with his
seven siblings, Father Voelker’s parents made time to
take him to Adoration and maintain a strong devotion
to the Church. Father’s enrollment in Catholic
elementary school led him deeper into the faith and in
his love for the Mass. Although he jokes that he “was
probably the worst altar server in the Catholic diocese
of Wichita,” he still remembers serving as a lifechanging experience.
“I wouldn’t say it’s important, I’d say it’s essential,” he says,
when asked if he thinks it’s important that our youth
take advantage of the opportunity to serve at Mass.
“Altar servers can better discover the sacredness of the Mass.
It’s like they open the treasure and a! the graces come out.”
As a young altar server, Father experienced these
graces himself when he was chosen to help wash feet
at a Holy Thursday service. He said he vividly
remembers the humbling moment as an opening for
God to speak to him in “various and fragmented ways”
(see Heb 1:1) -- a moment when he was beginning to
hear the whispers of God, nudging him toward the
priesthood.

Parish Mission Schedule *Childcare will be provided*
All talks will be held in the church starting at 7pm

A Quinceañera in honor of Alondra
Torres-Hernandez on August 8th
A Love of the Liturgy
It has now been 13 years since those whispers
from God elicited a commitment to the priesthood.
Over those years, Father Voelker has developed a
special passion for the liturgy of the Mass. Much like
one of his favorite popes, Blessed Paul VI, Father
enjoys making the Mass more accessible to the people
by oﬀering both the ordinary form and the Extraordinary form, or Latin Mass. His knowledge of the

SUNDAY, OCT. 11
*Parish Pot-Luck, 6pm in the gym BEFORE the TALK

1 The Message of Mercy

TALK ,

What is the Message of Mercy proclaimed by the Holy
Father in light of the messages of the Divine Mercy?
This talk will focus on how He has not only called us to
accept His Mercy and Forgiveness, but to extend that
Mercy and Forgiveness to everyone around us.

Fr, Voelker and the 2015 Totus Tuus
team, after the epic water fight!
Latin Mass is impressive, but he says this wasn’t always
so. “I was just as lost as the next person” he says of the
first few times he attended a Latin Mass. Several years
ago, he was asked by Monsignor Hemberger to learn
to celebrate the Latin Mass in order to better serve a
group devoted to the form at St. Anthony’s parish.
Father Voelker says he felt hesitant because, “I didn’t
think I had the intellectual tools.” But after about
three months of study, Father was ready to
celebrate the Extraordinary form of the Mass and has
grown to love it’s rich, contemplative nature.
“The ordinary form is like Martha, and the extraordinary
form is more like Mary. Both are essential, but diﬀerent
people may have more of a devotion to one or the other.”
Why He Loves St. Mary’s
When asked what he loves about being a part
of St. Mary’s, Father Voelker immediately used the
word “thriving” to describe our parish. The increase in
students attending St. Mary School and Bishop Carroll
High School, active involvement in parish life, and a
wealth of faith formation opportunities right here in
our own church point to what Father calls “a lot of
spiritual maturity” at St. Mary’s. He sees a deep
connection to the Church and a love of the Eucharist-which means we already have a lot in common with
our new priest.
Pope Francis said in his document Light of Faith:
“Faith’s new way of seeing things is centered on Christ. Faith
in Christ brings salvation because in him our lives become
radica!y open to a love that precedes us, a love that
transforms us $om within, acting in us and through us.”
This must have been the kind of faith that
Father Voelker’s dad wanted to leave to his son. As
Father said about his parents’ influence, “They did a
good job,” and now we at St. Mary’s are blessed to have
a shepherd who will continue to guide us to the “love
that transforms us from within.”

Casting Nets Ministries, a non-for-profit lay
apostolate, is a refreshing look at evangelization and
catechesis. Casting Nets is dedicated to the challenge
of the New Evangelization. Our ministry is to be a
resource for individuals, organizations, and parishes
who want to answer the challenge of the New
Evangelization. Tony Brandt and Chris Stewart have
over 30 combined years of experience in almost every
level and form of ministry, from the youth to college,
and from RCIA to adult formation. They have
applied their unique approach to ministry with
astonishing success and in a variety of settings,
including retreats, lecture series, key notes at
conferences, and the classroom. NOW they are
taking their ministry to St. Mary Oct. 11-14
Chris Stewart is a loving husband, father,
and dynamic speaker who has engaged youth and
adults with captivating talks for almost 20 years. He
and his beautiful wife, Maria, have been married for
16 years, homeschool their seven children, and live in
Wichita, Kansas. Chris’ experience with youth,
family life and death, and his ability to connect with
his audience no matter what age or walk of life, has
made him a sought out speaker for years.
Tony Brandt is a dedicated husband and
father of six, who has been inspiring audiences young
and old for almost 20 years. He has spent the last 14
years married to his beautiful wife Kelly in Wichita
Kansas. His many experiences of being raised in a
large adoptive family and helping many people in
need over his life, arms him with stories to captivate
any audience. His talks are not only inspiring and
challenging but also exiting and entertaining making
him a speaker many hire to come back year after year.
The Casting Nets Book, recently published,
will be available.

MONDAY, OCT. 12
TALK

2, The Methods of Mercy

The Sacrament of the New Evangelization is the
Sacrament of Confession. This talk will reveal the
incredible power of being reconciled through this
beautiful life-giving sacrament.
*AFTER the TALK - Fruit Punch & Cookies in the Gym

TUESDAY, OCT. 13
TALK

3, The Mission of Mercy

The Mission is to Evangelize with the Eyes of Mercy,
the Eyes of Christ Crucified. If we are to go out to all
nations and spread the Good News, we must realize
that the Good News is a message of Mercy. Our
Mission is then to be instruments of Christ's Mercy as
we seek the salvation of souls.
*AFTER the TALK - Wine & Cheese in the Gym

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 14
2:30 - Talk with SMCS middle school students
3:30 - In-Service with SMCS teachers
TALK

4, Choose, The Truth At Hand

The Truth of the Gospel can be broken down into a
few simple points. These points are easy to remember
because they are shown on the fingers of our hands.
Sharing his testimony, Tony shows how this method
then becomes one of the most powerful ways to share
our witness of how Christ has shown His face in our
lives. (This final talk will be specia!y directed towards
students in middle & high school students and their parents)
*Extra opportunities for Reconciliation wi! be available*
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How many of you have smartphones – or iPhones ?
Have you ever use tablets to look at the internet?
How many of you have computers at home? Well, we
are excited to announce that our parish has subscribed
to a dynamic new online platform called FORMED.
Every parishioner will have 24/7 access to the best
Catholic teaching content on any device, including
your computer, smartphone and tablet with internet
access. With FORMED you’ll find video programs
that explain the Catholic faith, explore the deepest

meaning of marriage, receive Bible studies on a variety
of topics, and have access to inspiring audio talks.
You’ll find presenters like Dr. Tim Gray, Dr. Edward
Sri, Dr. Mary Healey, Chris Stefanick, Dr. Scott Hahn
and a lot more.
They’re all part of our parish subscription.
We’ll be using a lot of these videos as part of our
catechesis and study groups here in the church.
Considering the amount of programs out there that
undermine our faith at every opportunity, FORMED
is a great way to bolster what we believe, why we
believe it and how to live it out every day. FORMED
truly is the Catholic faith - on demand.
Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED: go to
www.FORMED.org. You should see the registration
box for parishioners. Type in the parish code 9c058e.
Now set up a username – whatever username you’ll
remember - and a password. You can keep it simple
now and change it later if you want. Now you are all
set to use all the great programs on FORMED.org
anytime by simply logging in. It’s that easy!

Making the connection with
co!ege Catholics.
"Once one chooses to become a disciple
of Christ ... Stewardship is not an option."
This year’s Stewardship renewal will include filling
out the Stewardship of Treasure form during Mass in
No v e m b e r. T h e Ti m e & Ta l e n t f o r m w i t h
corresponding ministr y guide wil l be mailed.
Commitment Sunday is Nov. 22nd.

This year’s Stewardship theme
challenges us with this painting of
Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler

Fr. Voelker has been making the eﬀort to be seen
around the campuses of our two local colleges, leading
a prayer chapel service at Hesston College and
starting a Bible Study at Bethel. He encourages
students he meets to be leaders and embrace the
fullness of the truth that the Catholic church teaches.
Please pray for these young people in this very formative time
of their life, and if you see someone young and new at Mass,
introduce yourself and welcome them to our parish family!

On Nov. 8th at the 10:30 Mass the Hesston
College Bel Canto Singers will be at St.
Mary, sure to be a very special celebration!

12 September 2015

IN HIM ALONE IS OUR HOPE

IN HIM ALONE IS OUR HOPE

SVdP Celebrating 1 year!
Your Vincentians are about to have a birthday.
Our Lady at Newton Conference oﬃcially began
October 1, 2014. We have sustained a membership of
about 25 Vincentians who are active in the ministry
and belong to both Our Lady of Guadalupe and St.
Mary parishes. Our primary activity continues to be
the home visitations to the poor of our Harvey county
community and the provision of financial assistance to
these guests. In addition, the ministry to those
incarcerated at the Harvey County Detention center
continues to grow with each weekly meeting. Our
plans include being more involved in visiting those in
nursing facilities and advocating for the poor.
We have acquired considerable experience over
these past several months. During the first six months
of operation we learned a great deal about resources
available in the communities we serve. This has helped
us provide useful information to those we call on
which in turn we pray helps them stabilize their
s i t u a t i o n s . We h a v e l e a r n e d t h e t r e m e n d o u s
importance of enhancing the dignity of the guest by
encouraging their participation in developing the
immediate plan to remedy the crisis. Most importantly,
we have grown in the capacity to trust Jesus to see to it
that we are provided the resources we need.
We have had experiences of great joy and great
disappointment. We have had moments of exhaustion
and more moments of celebration. We have had tears
and then laughed ourselves silly at times.

Thanks to your donations the Garage Sale was
the biggest fundraiser of the year!
From October 1, 2014 to July 31, 2015, the expenses (assistance
given) of the St. Vincent de Paul Society totaled $35,521. The
society assisted Harvey County residents with their rent,
utilities, vehicle expenses, food, medical expenses, and
partnered with other SVdP conferences to assist with
exceptional needs (twinning). The total resources $om
October to July totaled $41,519. These included parishioner
contributions, Vincentian donations, co!ections ($om Ash
Wednesday and Thanksgiving), monthly parish contributions,
direct donations, seed money ($om the Diocese), secret
co!ection (taken at each meeting), and various fundraisers*.

Below you will see our first 10 month’s activity
report. But before turning to this we want to share
some observations and insights we have gleaned over
this past year:
“We have rea!y enjoyed doing the home visits and seeing the
needs of the people of Harvey County. There is such a need in
our communities. One way we help is to inform about the
many resources available. The Society is a blessing to our
communities.” C&JR
“It is so true that “in giving we receive”! It has been a blessing
to be part of this group and engaged in the work that it does. I
trust that we are making a diﬀerence in our community one
person at a time.” KS
“It is humbling to meet people that are in such need compared
to a! of my life’s blessings. It makes me grateful for God’s St.
Vincent de Paul Society. The look on the faces of those that feel
our love when they are helpless and sometimes hopeless makes
it very worthwhile.” CB
“Early on I learned that some of the most caring people are
those we serve. O)en we hear how even in the face of their
own destitution they have been providing for others.” JM
“Just because I am a Vincentian does not mean that I am a
saint. Instead, I can be someone who jumps to judge others. I
try to turn instead to listening. Sometimes people are so
needing to te! their story. When we leave we promise our
prayers for them and their family and some are so surprised
that we would do that for them.” BL
“Only God could create beings that possess so much resilience
in the face of continued hardship. I am amazed at the strength
of so many of those we ca! upon.” JM
RESOURCES
Parishioner Contr. $10,575
$41,519
Vincentian Donations $7,658
Collections $5,473
Garage Sale $5,185*
Parish Contribution $4,125
Direct Donations $2,230
Seed Money $2,000
Secret Collection $1,420
Dessert Raffle $1,370*
Breakfast $860*
Bake Sale $746*

ASSISTANCE
$35,521
Rent $14,243
Utilities $15,737
Vehicle $1,032
Food $1,295
Medical $253
Twinning $875
Other $1696
Admin $291

MOM’s Group Revitalized!
The MOM’s Group exists to provide emotional,
spiritual, and physical support to one another as we live
out our vocation as mothers. Our mission includes helping
moms to experience a community of peer support, providing
fe!owship and service opportunities that respect the
demands of family life, and encouraging one another to
grow in our Catholic faith and strive for holiness within
our vocation.

Playgroups will meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday
of each month at 9:30am.
Mom’s Night Out will take place on the 2nd
Thursday of the month. We will begin with some
prayer time at 8:00pm, then enjoy some social time
at a local restaurant or coﬀee shop around 8:30pm.
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Service Projects will include providing meals for
new moms in our parishes and serving our parish
families through involvement with the Altar Society.
Bible study will meet on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month at 9:30am. This fall we are
studying St. John Paul II’s Letter To Families.
While all of the above activities can help us form a
well-rounded spirituality, moms are encouraged to
attend as they are able. Caring for our families is
our priority, and the various Moms’ Group meetings
are available to supplement that priority. We
welcome you whenever you are able to come!

Altar Society Turkey Dinner and Bazaar
Nov. 15th A full turkey and dressing dinner with

all the trimmings, dessert and drink is provided. The
cost is $10.00 for a large plate and $7.00 for a small
plate. We also deliver meals for those unable to attend.
There will be many wonderful
Playgroups meet the 1st & 3rd Wed. at 9:30am
items donated by our
Bible Study meets 2nd & 4th Wed. at 9:30am
generous parishioners for
the raﬄe. Raﬄe tickets are
Mom’s Night Out is the 2nd Thurs. at 8:00pm
$1.00/ea. Or 6 for $5.00.
Watch the bu!etin, find us on Facebook at:
Games and craft booths.
St. Mary/OLG MOM’s Group, or contact
Fun for all ages!

Charisse Tierney (316-283-1414) for more details.

Sept. 20
6:30pm
What did we discover at the the first Catholic Man
Night on June 19? Surveys indicated the following:
Our Catholic men hunger for a closer personal
relationship with Jesus. They have a gut level craving
for reconciliation in order to strengthen that
relationship. They desire Christian-centered
fellowship with other men. Spending time with Jesus
in Eucharistic Adoration in the company of other
men is...well, awesome.
Men, Catholic Man Night is designed for you.
Come and bring a friend. We will be centering on
leadership for men in the family, in the Church and in
our society at large. All this in the context of building
a stronger relationship with Jesus Christ. There has
never been a more important time for Catholic men
to indeed be the men we are called to be.

RSVP by Sep. 16th to
Jim Schwarzenberger
at 316-207-3713
The second Catholic Man Night will be on
Sunday evening, September the 20th beginning at
6:30pm in the St. Mary church, cost $10. There will
be Eucharistic Adoration, the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, a presentation by Fr. Voelker, small
and large group discussion, raﬄe, a man-sized meal
and refreshments prepared and ser ved by the
Knights. After the talks we will put on the Sunday
night NFL football game (Green Bay vs. Seattle - should
be a good one!) which you are welcome to stay and
watch with the men you have gotten to know better.
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This year we are expanding our eﬀorts in PSR
to truly help the Faith Formation of the Entire
Family and not just the students in their classes.
We are called, as parents, to be the primary
educators of our children: “Family catechesis
precedes, accompanies, and enriches other forms of
instruction in the faith. Parents have the mission of
teaching their children to pray and to discover their
vocation as children of God.” (CCC, 2226)

There will be 3 critical components in order
to ensure the success of this PSR model
1.) WEEKLY STUDENT CLASSES
Students will be put in their grade level
classes with a trained Catechist using the
Diocesan recommended text series “Faith
& Life.” Regular attendance is VERY
important as well as completing homework
that is assigned.
To r e g i s t e r y o u r
family in the PSR
program pick up a
form in the back of
church or call Parish
C o o r d i n a t o r, Ro b
Tierney (620-960-5602)

2.) MONTHLY ADULT FORMATION
The PSR model is to help form the entire family. Once a month
we will have a special class for all parents (unless already helping in a
classroom). While students go to their classrooms, parents
will meet at the school caf or gym, enjoy refreshments
and hear a presentation for their own continual faith
formation. Childcare for young children wi! be provided.
3.) RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Once a month, usua!y the week before an adult formation night,
the Religious Education Committee will meet during PSR time to
discuss and support the PSR model. Duties of the committee
would include: Providing Re$eshments for Adult Formation Nights,
Arranging Childcare for young children on Adult Formation Nights,
Support Classroom Teachers, Set & Prop decoration for Christmas Pageant,
and other duties as needed.

Pipe Organ Encounter
By Ryan Littlejohn
This past summer I had the opportunity to
spend a whole week learning about the organ and
helpful tips on playing the organ just a few miles away
from home. Thanks to the amazing American Guild of
Organists (AGO) and the American Guild of
Organists Chapter of Wichita, I met college teachers
and organists my age from all across the United States.
The rich history of organ playing is closer to us
than we think. The camp was from June 14 to June 19.
It was a week of organ playing and learning about the
organ history in Kansas. We lived the college life in
Shocker Hall, and ate in Shocker Hall Cafeteria along
with potlucks at diﬀerent churches. New friends were
made, and I was able to experience what we have to
look forward to in college. I, and a few other student
organists from St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton and St.
Francis of Assisi were able to have a hymn playing
session on how we should play and look at our music
for Mass. It was a great experience, and I learned so
much. I am thankful I can use the skills I learned
playing the organ for Mass. St. Cecilia, Pray for us.

At the WSU Pipe Organ with his teacher Dr. Ann
Veliger. Ryan received a full scholarship for $425 to
attend. He can be heard at the 10:30 Mass on the
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month.
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RUN
MUCH!
Sharon Er win
and her son
Koelton Erwin, a
1st grader at St.
Mary (6 yrs).
Camp Hawk Directions: Take 135 to Exit #28 (36th Street) continue
2 miles west. Drinks & service ware provided. Parish members with
last name beginning: A - M Meat & Dessert, N – Z Meat & Side
Dish. Bring your lawn chairs! Foot ware / bug spray advised.
• Kids lawn games start at 3:00 pm: flying chicken, ring-toss, whiﬄe
ball, clown face, yard darts, kick ball. Fun for the whole family!

COMMUNITY BUILD DAY - NOV. 7TH

St. Mary parishioner, Sharon Erwin,
completed her first ultra marathon this
summer on June 27th. The Kansas Gravel
Grind 50k covered just over 31 miles
through the gravel roads of Butler
County. Sharon finished the course in 5
hours and 47 minutes.
The St. Mary PTO has been raising funds
for years, and thanks to a $15K grant they
will be able to make their dreams a reality.
But they still need help! The $15K
grant is only part of the $49,500 raised so
far. A total of $60K is needed to complete
the project. Would you consider making an
extra donation to go towards the new
playground equipment? Would you like to be
involved on the build day? Contact the
school office at 316-282-1974

Are you ready for ADVENTURE?
Sign up for Scouting! St. Mary Parish sponsors
both a Cub Scout Pack (1st through 5th grade boys)
and a Boy Scout Troop (6th grade – 18 year old boys).
Both the Cub and Boy Scouts had great camping
experiences over the summer despite the Boy Scouts
having their first campout washed out by torrential
rains – an experience that the boys and leaders won’t
soon forget! The Boy Scout’s next adventure was much
more enjoyable. They spent a week at Quivira Scout
Ranch in Sedan, KS where they completed a five mile
hike, earned their Tenderfoot, Second Class and First
Class ranks, canoed, swam, fished, threw tomahawks,
and designed video games. One boy even earned his
Rock Climbing merit badge.
Several of our older Cub Scouts camped at Camp
Kanza for three days and two nights while others
attended a two day Day Camp. They had a great time
swimming, fishing, shooting bow and arrows and BB

guns, doing leather crafts, listening to nature talks,
building homemade rockets and eating lots of S’Mores.
The older Cubs at Camp Kanza all earned their
Whittling Chip which taught them how to safely carry
and use a pocketknife.
The last outing we had was a combined Cub and
Boy Scout campout at Kelso’s pond. We canoed,
caught some monster catfish, played human foosball,
and had a massive water balloon fight to cool us oﬀ on
a hot day.
Scouting provides an opportunity to build
character, develop citizenship skills, achieve personal
fitness and learn outdoor skills. With over 130 merit
badges the Boy Scouts can earn, they can learn about
sports, crafts, sciences, trades, business, future careers
and the great outdoors. If you’d like to get in on the
adventure and get involved in the Scouting program,
please call Mike Ruggiero at 772-7896.

September 2015 7

What are the 5 basic needs of teens?
Introducing:

What if we were to tell you that there is a strategy you can employ
right now to greatly increase the chances of your teenager
achieving happiness and success? Is that something you would be
interested in hearing?
What does success look like?
Teens who are able to thrive, regardless of their circumstances,
have a strong self-concept and strong character; they are
responsible, capable, caring, and other-centered.
Where do you start?
First, it is important to understand the basic needs of your teens:

1.The Need to Be Understood: For the most part, the adults
in the lives of teenagers are there to manage them. Few if any are
seeking to understand and know the teenagers personally. This is
the reason peers and popular culture can have such an influence
on them.

How do you
meet the basic needs of your teenager?
There are three influencers that help meet
these basic needs.

2.The Need to Belong: Teens have a great need to experience a

1.Communication and encouragement

welcoming and supportive environment among their peers.

from parents.

3.The

2. A small group of friends committed to

Need to Be Transparent: Teenagers rarely have the
opportunity to share their concerns, needs, problems, and hurts
because they have not experienced trust and transparency with a
small group of friends.

4.The Need to Engage Critical Thinking About Faith and
Life: Teenagers are naturally evaluating everything they were
raised to believe. They are capable of abstract thinking and are in
the “searching” stage of faith development. This is the time to
get them to think about what they believe and why. However,
they don’t necessarily want to be taught. Rather, they seek
dialogue, encouragement, and validation.

5 . The

Need for Guidance: Adults need to guide teens in
building strong relationships with one another. In addition,
adults need to guide teenagers in thought-provoking discussion
and faith sharing so they can take ownership of their faith and
principles.

Sr. Faustina Returns for year 3!!!
Sr. Faustina is an IHM sister from
Wichita who leads amazing talks with
our CYM on Wednesday nights. She
will start a series of talks beginning
Sept. 16th in the school caf. Like last
year, every week we will serve PIZZA
for the students attending.
To watch Sr. Faustina’s talks
from last year, go to:
youtube.com/stmarynewton

one another and to honest sharing.

3.An

adult mentor(s) who facilitates the
group, establishes trust, and guides faith
discussions.
Our parish believes that the most eﬀective way to
meet these basic needs of your teenager is sma!
group discipleship.
What is small group discipleship?
• Small groups are environments where
teens feel known and loved.
• Discipleship involves a caring adult
mentor(s) who leads the small group as
teens grow in their relationships with
one another and with God. The goal is
to develop the habits to
become devoted disciples of Jesus
Christ, taking ownership of their faith.
• Our parish has subscribed to YDisciple,
a website that provides the training
needed for mentors, dynamic video
presentations of the faith, and wellcrafted discussion questions that engage
critical thinking and dialogue in the
small group.
What can you do to get your teenager
in a discipleship group? Sign up for
CYM, we will work together to find the
right small group for your teen!
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“Big Doors swing on small hinges”

Financial
Report 2014-15

If you’ve ever been to our beautiful Cathedral, picture for a moment the big, heavy bronze doors that must
stand at least 10 feet tall and weigh enough that it takes some eﬀort to swing them open. In your mind, do
you see what is holding those huge doors? It’s four little hinges, and even though they don’t really add to the
impressive nature of the doors and their incredible appearance, they are absolutely necessary for the doors to
function properly. Have you ever realized that big doors swing on little hinges? Below you wi! see financial
statistics $om last year. The most impressive thing about our success is that even though our expenses went up by over
$120,000 $om the year before, we handled it in stride thanks to the eﬀorts of a! the little hinges that hold the doors up.
Obviously, this means that we are doing what needs to be done, and that’s something to be thankful
for. What it also means is that if you’ve helped, we need you to remain dynamic as needs arise, or as creative
solutions to inevitable problems will be needed. The Parish owes you a debt of gratitude. Thank you,
sincerely, to all of you who sacrificed to give even a little.
Now, again, think about the four little hinges on those big, heavy doors. How much harder would it
be for those doors to be opened and to operate if one of those hinges only worked some of the time? How
much harder still if another hinge gave up, just quit, or didn’t bear any weight at all? Remember, even being
little, you can make big things happen. “Big doors swing on little hinges.” - Bi! Weber, Finance Council Member

77.5%

Fiscal Year 2015 RECEIPTS

10.6%
2.4%

Regular Weekend Collections - $754,676
Special Collections - $103,515
Bequests - $23,000
TOTAL
Dillons Cards - $13,361
$973, 170
Gifts - $17,755
Other - $60,863

1.4%
1.8%
6.3%

48.4%

Fiscal Year 2015 EXPENSES

19.0%

School (HS & ES) - $481,151
Personnel - $181, 618
Stewardship - $72, 553
Facilities - $55,332
Programs - $34,798
Other - $23,793

9.5%
5.8%
4.0%

TOTAL
$969,598

SURPLUS
$3,572

13.2%

GIVING BY MONTH
Budget
$62, 586/Month
Actual
Collections

JUL

NOV

JAN

$69,903
$64,119 $61,727 $57,953 $62,453$60,942
$59,118
$52,696

Surplus
Deficit

SEP

-$859 -$4,633 -$133 -$1,644

$59,370

$9,105 $5,398 $4,133

$7,317

$1,533
-$9,890

MAR
MAY
$71,691 $67,984 $66,719

-$3,468

-$3,216
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NEW - Bi-Parish Finance Council Formed
In order to continue to develop a spirit of Christian
This council is designed to develop the spirit of
Charity along with more transparency and
cooperation, communication, and transparency so
cooperation, The Priests of Newton have decided to
that both parishes fully understand the level of
form a Bi-Parish finance council to review all the
support required for the schools and the resulting
financial subsidies and budgets of the schools (St.
impact that it has on the financial results of both
Mary Catholic School, Bishop Carroll High School,
parishes. Working together in such a manner
Kapaun Mt. Carmel), the financial viability for both
will ensure that Catholic education in Newton
parishes and to communicate about other Parish
thrives for generations to come.
building projects.
The members of this newly formed Council are: Fr. Nicholas Voelker, Fr. Juan Garza, Philip Stutey,
Mary Helen Baker, Philip Blann, Vicki Short, Joanne Ruggiero, Lee Llamas, With the assistance of
Bryan Coulter, Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese
St. Mary School Actual Costs per Student - $4,496
July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015
Number of Students - 149 total

-$3,468

-$3,216

Subsidy Paid per Budget - $669,924 total

St. Mary - $430,469
Our Lady - $228,595
Other - $10,860

St. Mary - 76
Our Lady - 67
Other - 6

The mission of St. Mary asks
us to take on greater costs of
the school building
St. Mary School Projected Costs per Student - $4,162
July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016

Fiscal Year 2015 EXPENSES

19.0%

September 2015 9

Number of Students - 170 total
St. Mary - 87
Our Lady - 76
Other - 7

Subsidy Paid per Budget - $707,707 total
St. Mary - $461,612
Our Lady - $228,595
Other - $17,500

This year there will be no
increase for OLG’s subsidy as
an act of generosity to help
with their building campaign

Testimony of a Bishop Carroll High School Student
“Dear fe!ow parishioners of St. Mary's and Fr. Voelker, thank you for your generosity in supporting our
parish and, through our parish, a! the students at St. Mary's, and a!owing me and my fe!ow students at
Bishop Carro! to continue our Catholic education through high school. I am truly blessed to live in this
diocese that a!ows me this opportunity to go to such a great school. I am thoroughly enjoying Bishop
Carro!, particularly the wonderful people that I have become $iends with. I am able to keep Christ at
the center of my life by going to a school with Mass and confessions twice a week, and studying our faith
each day.” - Joseph Mick, Bishop Carroll High School Junior
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RUN
MUCH!
Sharon Er win
and her son
Koelton Erwin, a
1st grader at St.
Mary (6 yrs).
Camp Hawk Directions: Take 135 to Exit #28 (36th Street) continue
2 miles west. Drinks & service ware provided. Parish members with
last name beginning: A - M Meat & Dessert, N – Z Meat & Side
Dish. Bring your lawn chairs! Foot ware / bug spray advised.
• Kids lawn games start at 3:00 pm: flying chicken, ring-toss, whiﬄe
ball, clown face, yard darts, kick ball. Fun for the whole family!

COMMUNITY BUILD DAY - NOV. 7TH

St. Mary parishioner, Sharon Erwin,
completed her first ultra marathon this
summer on June 27th. The Kansas Gravel
Grind 50k covered just over 31 miles
through the gravel roads of Butler
County. Sharon finished the course in 5
hours and 47 minutes.
The St. Mary PTO has been raising funds
for years, and thanks to a $15K grant they
will be able to make their dreams a reality.
But they still need help! The $15K
grant is only part of the $49,500 raised so
far. A total of $60K is needed to complete
the project. Would you consider making an
extra donation to go towards the new
playground equipment? Would you like to be
involved on the build day? Contact the
school office at 316-282-1974

Are you ready for ADVENTURE?
Sign up for Scouting! St. Mary Parish sponsors
both a Cub Scout Pack (1st through 5th grade boys)
and a Boy Scout Troop (6th grade – 18 year old boys).
Both the Cub and Boy Scouts had great camping
experiences over the summer despite the Boy Scouts
having their first campout washed out by torrential
rains – an experience that the boys and leaders won’t
soon forget! The Boy Scout’s next adventure was much
more enjoyable. They spent a week at Quivira Scout
Ranch in Sedan, KS where they completed a five mile
hike, earned their Tenderfoot, Second Class and First
Class ranks, canoed, swam, fished, threw tomahawks,
and designed video games. One boy even earned his
Rock Climbing merit badge.
Several of our older Cub Scouts camped at Camp
Kanza for three days and two nights while others
attended a two day Day Camp. They had a great time
swimming, fishing, shooting bow and arrows and BB

guns, doing leather crafts, listening to nature talks,
building homemade rockets and eating lots of S’Mores.
The older Cubs at Camp Kanza all earned their
Whittling Chip which taught them how to safely carry
and use a pocketknife.
The last outing we had was a combined Cub and
Boy Scout campout at Kelso’s pond. We canoed,
caught some monster catfish, played human foosball,
and had a massive water balloon fight to cool us oﬀ on
a hot day.
Scouting provides an opportunity to build
character, develop citizenship skills, achieve personal
fitness and learn outdoor skills. With over 130 merit
badges the Boy Scouts can earn, they can learn about
sports, crafts, sciences, trades, business, future careers
and the great outdoors. If you’d like to get in on the
adventure and get involved in the Scouting program,
please call Mike Ruggiero at 772-7896.
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This year we are expanding our eﬀorts in PSR
to truly help the Faith Formation of the Entire
Family and not just the students in their classes.
We are called, as parents, to be the primary
educators of our children: “Family catechesis
precedes, accompanies, and enriches other forms of
instruction in the faith. Parents have the mission of
teaching their children to pray and to discover their
vocation as children of God.” (CCC, 2226)

There will be 3 critical components in order
to ensure the success of this PSR model
1.) WEEKLY STUDENT CLASSES
Students will be put in their grade level
classes with a trained Catechist using the
Diocesan recommended text series “Faith
& Life.” Regular attendance is VERY
important as well as completing homework
that is assigned.
To r e g i s t e r y o u r
family in the PSR
program pick up a
form in the back of
church or call Parish
C o o r d i n a t o r, Ro b
Tierney (620-960-5602)
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Bishop Kemme visits St. Mary School Photos by: Beth Lowry

2.) MONTHLY ADULT FORMATION
The PSR model is to help form the entire family. Once a month
we will have a special class for all parents (unless already helping in a
classroom). While students go to their classrooms, parents
will meet at the school caf or gym, enjoy refreshments
and hear a presentation for their own continual faith
formation. Childcare for young children wi! be provided.

Bishop Kemme has made it a goal to visit every Catholic school in the Diocese this year. His very first visit was
to St. Mary on Friday August 21st. He concelebrated Mass with Fr. Voelker, preached a beautiful homily to the
children and then toured every classroom of the school. Our beloved Bishop brings with him a calmness and
peaceful feeling wherever he goes. To see more pictures of the visit go to: facebook.com/stmarynewton

3.) RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Once a month, usua!y the week before an adult formation night,
the Religious Education Committee will meet during PSR time to
discuss and support the PSR model. Duties of the committee
would include: Providing Re$eshments for Adult Formation Nights,
Arranging Childcare for young children on Adult Formation Nights,
Support Classroom Teachers, Set & Prop decoration for Christmas Pageant,
and other duties as needed.

Pipe Organ Encounter
By Ryan Littlejohn
This past summer I had the opportunity to
spend a whole week learning about the organ and
helpful tips on playing the organ just a few miles away
from home. Thanks to the amazing American Guild of
Organists (AGO) and the American Guild of
Organists Chapter of Wichita, I met college teachers
and organists my age from all across the United States.
The rich history of organ playing is closer to us
than we think. The camp was from June 14 to June 19.
It was a week of organ playing and learning about the
organ history in Kansas. We lived the college life in
Shocker Hall, and ate in Shocker Hall Cafeteria along
with potlucks at diﬀerent churches. New friends were
made, and I was able to experience what we have to
look forward to in college. I, and a few other student
organists from St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton and St.
Francis of Assisi were able to have a hymn playing
session on how we should play and look at our music
for Mass. It was a great experience, and I learned so
much. I am thankful I can use the skills I learned
playing the organ for Mass. St. Cecilia, Pray for us.

NEW to the School

At the WSU Pipe Organ with his teacher Dr. Ann
Veliger. Ryan received a full scholarship for $425 to
attend. He can be heard at the 10:30 Mass on the
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month.

St. Mary Catholic School has a new
4th grade teacher, a new music teacher
and a new food service director. Miss
Ad d i e S m i t h g r a d u a t e d f r o m
Benedictine College and is our new 4th
grade teacher. She is a former Totus Tuus
leader, enjoys mission trips and calls the
state of Minnesota her childhood home.
Mrs. Shelby Unruh lives with her
husband in Peabody. She is a Kansas
State University graduate and completed
her student teaching at Goessel last year.
She joins us as our new music teacher.
Mr. Ryan Cavender joins our school as
the food service director. He attended
culinar y school at Johnson County
community college. He has had several
jobs as cook including one assignment in
Newton at Applebees.

Eagle Scout Project for SMCS
Future Eagle Scout, Chris Meister is raising
funds for his Eagle Scout project to update
the school stage area with new curtains &
lights by hosting 2 “Cosmic Bowling” events
at East Gate Lanes. Chris will be the DJ for
the events. Sep 12 for preK-4th grades,
Sep 19 for 5th -8th grades. $10
suggested donation. 72 slots available per
day. Call 316-283-0430 to reserve a spot!
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SVdP Celebrating 1 year!
Your Vincentians are about to have a birthday.
Our Lady at Newton Conference oﬃcially began
October 1, 2014. We have sustained a membership of
about 25 Vincentians who are active in the ministry
and belong to both Our Lady of Guadalupe and St.
Mary parishes. Our primary activity continues to be
the home visitations to the poor of our Harvey county
community and the provision of financial assistance to
these guests. In addition, the ministry to those
incarcerated at the Harvey County Detention center
continues to grow with each weekly meeting. Our
plans include being more involved in visiting those in
nursing facilities and advocating for the poor.
We have acquired considerable experience over
these past several months. During the first six months
of operation we learned a great deal about resources
available in the communities we serve. This has helped
us provide useful information to those we call on
which in turn we pray helps them stabilize their
s i t u a t i o n s . We h a v e l e a r n e d t h e t r e m e n d o u s
importance of enhancing the dignity of the guest by
encouraging their participation in developing the
immediate plan to remedy the crisis. Most importantly,
we have grown in the capacity to trust Jesus to see to it
that we are provided the resources we need.
We have had experiences of great joy and great
disappointment. We have had moments of exhaustion
and more moments of celebration. We have had tears
and then laughed ourselves silly at times.

Thanks to your donations the Garage Sale was
the biggest fundraiser of the year!
From October 1, 2014 to July 31, 2015, the expenses (assistance
given) of the St. Vincent de Paul Society totaled $35,521. The
society assisted Harvey County residents with their rent,
utilities, vehicle expenses, food, medical expenses, and
partnered with other SVdP conferences to assist with
exceptional needs (twinning). The total resources $om
October to July totaled $41,519. These included parishioner
contributions, Vincentian donations, co!ections ($om Ash
Wednesday and Thanksgiving), monthly parish contributions,
direct donations, seed money ($om the Diocese), secret
co!ection (taken at each meeting), and various fundraisers*.

Below you will see our first 10 month’s activity
report. But before turning to this we want to share
some observations and insights we have gleaned over
this past year:
“We have rea!y enjoyed doing the home visits and seeing the
needs of the people of Harvey County. There is such a need in
our communities. One way we help is to inform about the
many resources available. The Society is a blessing to our
communities.” C&JR
“It is so true that “in giving we receive”! It has been a blessing
to be part of this group and engaged in the work that it does. I
trust that we are making a diﬀerence in our community one
person at a time.” KS
“It is humbling to meet people that are in such need compared
to a! of my life’s blessings. It makes me grateful for God’s St.
Vincent de Paul Society. The look on the faces of those that feel
our love when they are helpless and sometimes hopeless makes
it very worthwhile.” CB
“Early on I learned that some of the most caring people are
those we serve. O)en we hear how even in the face of their
own destitution they have been providing for others.” JM
“Just because I am a Vincentian does not mean that I am a
saint. Instead, I can be someone who jumps to judge others. I
try to turn instead to listening. Sometimes people are so
needing to te! their story. When we leave we promise our
prayers for them and their family and some are so surprised
that we would do that for them.” BL
“Only God could create beings that possess so much resilience
in the face of continued hardship. I am amazed at the strength
of so many of those we ca! upon.” JM
RESOURCES
Parishioner Contr. $10,575
$41,519
Vincentian Donations $7,658
Collections $5,473
Garage Sale $5,185*
Parish Contribution $4,125
Direct Donations $2,230
Seed Money $2,000
Secret Collection $1,420
Dessert Raffle $1,370*
Breakfast $860*
Bake Sale $746*

ASSISTANCE
$35,521
Rent $14,243
Utilities $15,737
Vehicle $1,032
Food $1,295
Medical $253
Twinning $875
Other $1696
Admin $291

4 September 2015

IN HIM ALONE IS OUR HOPE

How many of you have smartphones – or iPhones ?
Have you ever use tablets to look at the internet?
How many of you have computers at home? Well, we
are excited to announce that our parish has subscribed
to a dynamic new online platform called FORMED.
Every parishioner will have 24/7 access to the best
Catholic teaching content on any device, including
your computer, smartphone and tablet with internet
access. With FORMED you’ll find video programs
that explain the Catholic faith, explore the deepest

meaning of marriage, receive Bible studies on a variety
of topics, and have access to inspiring audio talks.
You’ll find presenters like Dr. Tim Gray, Dr. Edward
Sri, Dr. Mary Healey, Chris Stefanick, Dr. Scott Hahn
and a lot more.
They’re all part of our parish subscription.
We’ll be using a lot of these videos as part of our
catechesis and study groups here in the church.
Considering the amount of programs out there that
undermine our faith at every opportunity, FORMED
is a great way to bolster what we believe, why we
believe it and how to live it out every day. FORMED
truly is the Catholic faith - on demand.
Here’s how easy it is to get FORMED: go to
www.FORMED.org. You should see the registration
box for parishioners. Type in the parish code 9c058e.
Now set up a username – whatever username you’ll
remember - and a password. You can keep it simple
now and change it later if you want. Now you are all
set to use all the great programs on FORMED.org
anytime by simply logging in. It’s that easy!

Making the connection with
co!ege Catholics.
"Once one chooses to become a disciple
of Christ ... Stewardship is not an option."
This year’s Stewardship renewal will include filling
out the Stewardship of Treasure form during Mass in
No v e m b e r. T h e Ti m e & Ta l e n t f o r m w i t h
corresponding ministr y guide wil l be mailed.
Commitment Sunday is Nov. 22nd.

This year’s Stewardship theme
challenges us with this painting of
Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler

Fr. Voelker has been making the eﬀort to be seen
around the campuses of our two local colleges, leading
a prayer chapel service at Hesston College and
starting a Bible Study at Bethel. He encourages
students he meets to be leaders and embrace the
fullness of the truth that the Catholic church teaches.
Please pray for these young people in this very formative time
of their life, and if you see someone young and new at Mass,
introduce yourself and welcome them to our parish family!

On Nov. 8th at the 10:30 Mass the Hesston
College Bel Canto Singers will be at St.
Mary, sure to be a very special celebration!
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A life of service
Dr. Jim Moore By Betty Lanzrath
If a person waited for Jim Moore to talk about
himself and his accomplishments, it would never
happen. Jim, St. Mary's Male Steward of the Year,
would never brag about himself, but talking about his
granddaughter, Abby, well, that’s another matter. Jim
makes sure to put family first. He has a successful
medical career as a psychiatrist and now in retirement
he continues a busy schedule doing telemedicine with
a correctional facility and as President of St. Vincent
de Paul, Our Lady at Newton Conference.
When doing his Family Practice residency
after medical school at the University of Kansas and
undergraduate at Notre Dame, a teacher asked if he
had thought about psychiatry because he appeared
comfortable at listening. This question prompted Jim
to take a look and brought about this career path
change.
Fast forward, Jim has 40 plus years in the
practice of psychiatry with the last 7 years working at
Hutchinson Correctional Facility. Doing correctional
facility work isn't commonly chosen by many
psychiatrists, so Jim is a unique individual.
When Jim approached Father Jim about what
he could do for the parish after retirement, he was
thinking janitorial jobs or lawn maintenance. What a
surprise when Father's response was to research
programs that would help the poor in our community.
After an extensive search, Jim supported SVDP as a
possible choice, an international society with a long
history of working to form a personal relationship
with the poor and to mentor people.
After 10 months of a busy startup of the
conference that brings together both Newton
parishes, Jim continues to be struck by how many
guests (the name given to those served by SVDP) have
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such a capacity to help others. He says, "When
working with a family unable to pay a utility bill, often
there is a response when questioned about how they
got into the situation, such as "Well, my sister needed
help" or you find a guest is caring for children of a
friend. From a financial perspective that is deleterious,
but our guests continue to try to help others."
Jim's three adult children do ask about his role
with SVDP. He found it “an opportunity to ask them
instead of buying Christmas presents for him, that
they give a donation to SVDP or another charity of
their choice."
When someone asks, “How do you know that
you are not just enabling people?”, Jim responds, "I
don’t think I have met one of our guests that wants to
be in the situation they are in. The problem is that
people don’t know the tools to change, don’t know
how to find solutions or how to plan. But if we
establish a relationship, we can provide hope and
support”.
When Jim is asked who in his life has had the
most influence to believe in God and trust in his
Catholic faith, he quickly responds, "My parents. My
wife, Carolin; we have individual perspectives making
her a great partner. And in college I had a couple
professors who took time to make me think."
Jim states, "I really appreciate the Steward of
the Year award, but I am uncomfortable about it
because I really think it should be the conference who
won the award. Carolin points out to me as we drive
home from meetings what good people we have in our
conference. No other conference in the Wichita
diocese has a jail ministry like we do here in Newton.
That’s a nice award that belongs to 25 people.”
Looking to the future, a goal of Jim’s is to get
younger people involved because it is crucial to our
long-term survival. There is a need for more members;
more people who will pray for the cause. Jim hopes to
lead the Newton conference to move to a more
comprehensive global approach to deal with poverty,
to think about systemic reasons for poverty, to
become more outcome based and look at the
unintended consequences that impact dignity when a
charity provides assistance. Even though SVDP seems
to have made real inroads into assisting those in need
in Harvey County, Jim has a vision for more.
Interested in becoming a Vincentian? Ca! Jim Moore at
316-283-5793. Meetings are First Monday at 7 pm at OLG,
Third Thursday at 7 pm at St. Mary Parish Center
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Get To Know Father Nicholas Voelker by Charisse Tierney
Devout Family Foundations
“If there’s anything I’ve left you, I hope it’s faith.”
Father Nicholas Voelker says he’ll never forget those
words his dad spoke. Born and raised in Kansas, our
new pastor says that his parents’ “radical adherence to
the faith” played a big part in his formative years.
Even while growing up in a busy household with his
seven siblings, Father Voelker’s parents made time to
take him to Adoration and maintain a strong devotion
to the Church. Father’s enrollment in Catholic
elementary school led him deeper into the faith and in
his love for the Mass. Although he jokes that he “was
probably the worst altar server in the Catholic diocese
of Wichita,” he still remembers serving as a lifechanging experience.
“I wouldn’t say it’s important, I’d say it’s essential,” he says,
when asked if he thinks it’s important that our youth
take advantage of the opportunity to serve at Mass.
“Altar servers can better discover the sacredness of the Mass.
It’s like they open the treasure and a! the graces come out.”
As a young altar server, Father experienced these
graces himself when he was chosen to help wash feet
at a Holy Thursday service. He said he vividly
remembers the humbling moment as an opening for
God to speak to him in “various and fragmented ways”
(see Heb 1:1) -- a moment when he was beginning to
hear the whispers of God, nudging him toward the
priesthood.

A Quinceañera in honor of Alondra
Torres-Hernandez on August 8th
A Love of the Liturgy
It has now been 13 years since those whispers
from God elicited a commitment to the priesthood.
Over those years, Father Voelker has developed a
special passion for the liturgy of the Mass. Much like
one of his favorite popes, Blessed Paul VI, Father
enjoys making the Mass more accessible to the people
by oﬀering both the ordinary form and the Extraordinary form, or Latin Mass. His knowledge of the

Fr, Voelker and the 2015 Totus Tuus
team, after the epic water fight!
Latin Mass is impressive, but he says this wasn’t always
so. “I was just as lost as the next person” he says of the
first few times he attended a Latin Mass. Several years
ago, he was asked by Monsignor Hemberger to learn
to celebrate the Latin Mass in order to better serve a
group devoted to the form at St. Anthony’s parish.
Father Voelker says he felt hesitant because, “I didn’t
think I had the intellectual tools.” But after about
three months of study, Father was ready to
celebrate the Extraordinary form of the Mass and has
grown to love it’s rich, contemplative nature.
“The ordinary form is like Martha, and the extraordinary
form is more like Mary. Both are essential, but diﬀerent
people may have more of a devotion to one or the other.”
Why He Loves St. Mary’s
When asked what he loves about being a part
of St. Mary’s, Father Voelker immediately used the
word “thriving” to describe our parish. The increase in
students attending St. Mary School and Bishop Carroll
High School, active involvement in parish life, and a
wealth of faith formation opportunities right here in
our own church point to what Father calls “a lot of
spiritual maturity” at St. Mary’s. He sees a deep
connection to the Church and a love of the Eucharist-which means we already have a lot in common with
our new priest.
Pope Francis said in his document Light of Faith:
“Faith’s new way of seeing things is centered on Christ. Faith
in Christ brings salvation because in him our lives become
radica!y open to a love that precedes us, a love that
transforms us $om within, acting in us and through us.”
This must have been the kind of faith that
Father Voelker’s dad wanted to leave to his son. As
Father said about his parents’ influence, “They did a
good job,” and now we at St. Mary’s are blessed to have
a shepherd who will continue to guide us to the “love
that transforms us from within.”
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In Him Alone is our Hope…
My Dear Friends in Christ,
It has been a great honor for me
these past few weeks to begin this
journey of Faith, Hope and Love with you
that the Holy Spirit has called us to.
I would like to thank the staff and the
volunteers who have made me feel so welcome and the
tremendous amount of work that they have done to
the rectory. I am eternally gratefully.
When Fr. Jim Mainzer began the Parish
Newsletter, he called it “Finding the Way” after the
movie “The Way” with Emilio Esteves and Martin
Sheen. This movie featured the Camino de Santiago,
a great Pilgrima ge of Faith to the shrine of
the apostle St. James the Great in the Cathedral
of Santia go de Compostela in Galicia in
northwestern Spain.
We are all on our own personal pilgrimage in
this life. And both our way and our goal is Jesus our
Saviour who is the “way, the truth and the life.” (Jn
14:6)… which is why this newsletter will be called “In
Him Alone is our Hope” after the title of talks given

by Pope Francis to the Spanish Bishops during Holy
Week when he was Archbishop of Buenos Aires.
I would like to leave you with two thoughts which I
have adopted as vision statements, or our roadmap.
May God who has begun this good work in you all,
bring it to fulfillment.
“The Church was founded by Jesus Christ to be the loving
mother of the whole human family and minister to its
s a l v a t i o n ” - B l e s s e d Pa u l V I “O n t h e C h u r c h "
(ECCLESIAM SUAM)
"Faith’s new way of seeing things is centered on Christ. Faith
in Christ brings salvation because in him our lives become
radica!y open to a love that precedes us, a love that
transforms us $om within, acting in us and through us."
- Pope Francis "Light of Faith" (LUMEN FIDEI)
God Love you,
Fr. Voelker
(Ful interview on p. 14)

The Latin Mass returns to St. Mary By Signe Rogers
Our new Priest, Father Nicholas Voelker, has brought
Mass in the Extraordinary Form (Traditional Latin
Mass) to our parish on Saturday mornings. I find it
very inspirational in a devotional sense. Being a new
form of Mass to me - and in Latin - and diﬀerent from what I am used to, I have also been bewildered
at times and downright lost trying to follow the
prepared short missalette. One of the features of
Traditional Latin Mass that I was totally unaware of
before experiencing it is that much of it is the Priest
praying silently followed by spoken responses. I
purchased a book he recommended which helped me
follow along much better.

I also found myself thinking during those longer
periods of silence, "how does anyone ever know what
is going on when there are no words that we hear?"
That thought was quickl y followed with the
realization that there are MANY, like one of my own
grandsons who is severely deaf and will never really
hear a church service or anything else for that matter
like we do. "Just because you don't hear the words the
Priest is praying does not mean something is not
happening" was the next thought! Christ is present.
We don't need ears to experience that, if we listen
with the voice of our heart. Silence. Listening &
receiving what God has to give us, in the silence. We
all need more of that.
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Capitol Campaign Launched
for Our Lady of Guadalupe
Fr. Juan Garza, Pa stor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church, is excited to announce the launch
of the Legacy of Faith Capital Campaign. Legacy of
Faith was chosen as the theme to honor the spiritual
roots of the parish, to celebrate its contemporary
outreach, and to inspire the transmission of the faith
to many future generations. Our Lady of Guadalupe is
delighted that Rosie Camargo, Martin Luna, “Willie”
Nunez and Connie Palacioz have agreed to serve as
honorary chairs for the Legacy of Faith Capital
Campaign. All four of them participated in raising
money for the church’s original building fund back in
1949.
Our Lady of Guadalupe seeks to raise
$850,000 to repair, beautify and renovate its worship
space. A plan to renovate the worship space began a
decade ago. In 2009, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
rallied with the Catholic community of Harvey

Fr. Voelker will be giving a 3 week Scripture Study on Mark. Come to
enjoy learning about this powerful Gospel and to get to know our new
pastor better. Tuesdays, 7:30 - 9:00pm in the Parish Center

Oct. 27, Nov. 10 & Nov. 17

County to fund improvements to St. Mary’s Catholic
School. Our Lady of Guadalupe is now refocusing its
eﬀorts. It has a strong leadership team, a solid plan and
a terrific start. Over $230,000 has already been
pledged by eleven Our Lady of Guadalupe families
before the oﬃcial kickoﬀ! The capital campaign kicks
oﬀ the last weekend of August and will conclude the
first weekend in October. To reach its goal, Our Lady
of Guadalupe is seeking your help. Please consider
making a donation to this important cause.
- Mike Thompson, consultant

25 Years of the Adoration Chapel
The Adoration Chapel which St. Mary
church shares with Our Lady of Guadalupe
celebrated an anniversary this past summer
of 25 years of perpetual adoration! The
week long celebration included a display of
over 140 poster displays of Eucharistic
miracles, the 1st Catholic Man Night, Teen
& Youth Adoration Events, and a Bi-Parish
Mass & Dinner with a grand unveiling of
the newly repainted chapel. What a
blessing we have here in Newton.

Happening at
Our Lady of Guadalupe:
• October 24: Altar Society
Art & Craft and Food Fair
(9:00am - 2:00pm in the
Parish Hall)
• October 31: Dia de los
Muertos (Day of the Dead)
• November 14: Newton
Community Children's
Choir to sing

MidWest Catholic Family Conference - Aug. 7-9
St. Mary Families enjoy a picnic lunch
together outside of the exposition hall

About 50 people attended both weeks of Fr. Voelker’s Latin Mass School
in August, which helped explain this beautiful tradition. If you missed it
the full classes can be watched at youtube.com/stmarynewton

Study: Mark The Suﬀering Messiah
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Over 4,000 attended Sunday Mass in the
Century II Exposition Hall, including St. Mary
parishioners Dave and Andrew Anderson who
played trombone in the symphony orchestra

UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
12 2
- Cosmic Bowling preK-4
19 - Cosmic Bowling 5-8
20 -Catholic Man Night
27 - Parish Picnic
OCTOBER
7 - PSR Mass, 6:45pm
CASTING NETS
PARISH MISSION
11 - 6PM Pot Luck, 7PM talk
12 - 7pm talk, punch & cookies
13 - 7pm talk, wine & cheese
14 - 7pm , Teens & Parents Talk
17 - CYM Soup & Chili Cha!enge
24 - SMCS Fun Night
27 - Mark Scripture Study starts
NOVEMBER
7 - Playground Build Date
8 - HC Bel Canto @ 10:30 Mass
15 - Turkey Dinner & Bazaar
22 - Stewardship Commitment

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

Above: On May 31st St. Mary & Our Lady of
Guadalupe High school students receive the
sacrament of confirmation at the Cathedral
Right: On May 3rd children receive their first
communion with Fr. Jim Mainzer.
Fr. Jim is doing we! at his new assignment at St. Jude
in Wichita. He keeps you a! in his prayers.
This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. The next issue is scheduled to be
printed on December 1st. The deadline for submitting is Nov. 15th. To submit articles, photos or story ideas, contact
Rob Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org Do you have a
talent that could help the newsletter? Writer, Photographer, Editor or Design? We would love to have YOU in our next issue!
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