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• Works of Love
New Playground Complete! - p. 6&7

• Advent at St. Mary
Beginning a year of Mercy p. 2-4

• Women’s Retreat
4th annual, Jan 29 & 30 - p.5

• Trusting His Plans
The Van Zelfden Family share their
story of the past 14 months - p.8

• Building Projects
There’s been a lot going on - p.9

• Restored Statues
The Altar Society is raising funds to
restore the statues in the church - p.10

• Set the world a fire!
New Year’s resolutions - p.11
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Church. When she spoke to Pope Leo XIII of the needs of
the missions, the Pope – he was a very wise Pope! – asked
her pointedly: “What about you? What are you going to
do?” Those words changed Katharine’s life, because they
reminded her that, in the end, every Christian man and
woman, by virtue of baptism, has received a mission. Each
We all have dreams and goals in our lives. But are
one of us has to respond, as best we can, to the Lord’s call
they what Christ wants for us? Pursuit of our dreams and
to build up his Body, the Church.
the Kingdom of Christ should not be mutually exclusive.
First, those words – “What about you?” – were
Desiring a happy, quiet life is not what Christ
addressed
to a young person, a young woman with high
wants. He wants us to follow Him unreservedly. Christ
ideals, and they changed her life. They made her think of
desires us to build his kingdom within the context of our
the immense work that had to be done, and to realize that
families and our community and make them places of
she was being called to do her part. How many young
peace, justice, joy, and mercy.
people in our parishes and schools have the same high
In the Second Week of the Spiritual Exercises by
ideals, generosity of spirit, and love for Christ and the
St. Ignatius of Loyola, we are encouraged not to treat our
Church! I ask you: Do we challenge them? Do we make
faith as a spectator sport. St. Ignatius tells us that Christ
space for them and help them to do their part? To find
calls us to action with the words, “whoever would like to
ways of sharing their enthusiasm and gifts with our
come with Me is to labor with Me, that following Me in
communities, above all in works of mercy and concern for
the pain, he may also follow Me in the glory." St. Ignatius
others? Do we share our own joy and enthusiasm in
further urges us to action with the words, “Those who will
serving the Lord?”
want to be more devoted and signalize themselves in all
What about you? A Catholic in Newton, Kansas.
service of their King Eternal and universal Lord, not only
How is Christ calling you in a very concrete way like St.
will offer their persons to the labor, but even, acting
Ignatius of Loyola, St. Katherine Drexel, or Pope Francis
against their own sensuality and against their carnal and
as you prepare for his coming and answer his call to build
worldly love, will make offerings of greater value and
up his Kingdom here on earth? Listen to Christ through the
greater importance.”
Holy Spirit speaking deep within you. And then, do as he
One of the great challenges facing the Church in
says. “In Him Alone is Our Hope.”
this generation is to foster in all the faithful a sense of
May these Advent and
personal responsibility for the Church’s mission, and to
Christmas
seasons of Jesus our Savior
enable them to fulfill that responsibility as missionary
be a time for all of us to radically
disciples, as a leaven of the Gospel in our world.
adhere to Christ and to build His
During his visit to the United States for the World
Kingdom!
Meeting of Families this past September, our Holy Father

Our Faith Is Not A
Spectator Sport

Pope Francis shared a story of one of the great missionary
disciples, St. Katharine Drexel:
“Most of you know the story of Saint Katharine
Drexel, one of the great saints raised up by this local

HOLY
HOUR
OF
MERCY

God Love You…
- Fr. Voelker

Holy Hour of Mercy, 6-7pm
Wednesdays Dec. 2nd, 9th & 16th
To help us joyfully prepare for Christ’s birth, Fr. Voelker
will offer a “Holy Hour of Mercy” each week, with
Adoration in front of the Blessed Sacrament and the
opportunity for confession and spiritual direction.

Penance Service Dec. 13th 6pm @ OLG

Immaculate Conception
Holy Day of Obligation

Monday Vigil Dec. 7 - 5:30pm
Tuesday Dec. 8 - 8:00am & 7:00pm

Christmas Masses

Thursday Dec. 24th - 6:00pm & Midnight
Friday Dec. 25th - 10:00am
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Year of Mercy
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Christmas Book
Give-a-way

By: Carolin Moore
I have the pleasure of watching my granddaughter, Abby.
The other day we had a disagreement regarding bath time
and Abby was placed in timeout. After only two minutes,
she was fine with sparkling eyes and a happy little laugh
that is irresistible. What would our world be like if all
hurts, angers, and resentments could be resolved with a
timeout to meditate?
Pope Francis encourages us to be “Merciful Like
the Father” and to meet people's “real needs with concrete
assistance”. He has proclaimed a Holy Year of Mercy
beginning on December 8th the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception (which also happens to be Abby's
3rd birthday!). This event will be marked by the opening
of the Holy Door of Mercy in the Basilica of St. Peter in
Rome along with symbolic Doors of Mercy opening
throughout the world.
So how do we actively participate in this Jubilee?
Along with prayer and the Eucharist, a way to prepare for
the Year of Mercy is to attend the Holy Hours of Mercy
during Advent and go to confession. Destructive thought
patterns and repressed anger take their toll on our lives.
We all need forgiveness – sometimes forgiving ourselves
is the hardest.
Obviously we need to show compassion to others.
You know that line in the Our Father: “forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespasses against us”.
That line always gives me pause for reflection. Be
inspired by others and reflect on how mercy goes beyond
justice by reading Everybody Needs To Forgive Somebody,
to be distributed at our Christmas Masses.
There are many ways to provide concrete
assistance to people. Consider going on home visits with

members of the St Vincent de Paul Society, contributing to
the Food Pantry, assisting shut-ins, visiting the sick or that
lonely neighbor.
While striving to be merciful, rejoice in the words
of Pope Francis. “Do not forget that God forgives all, and
God forgives always.” Choose to forgive and be forgiven
during the Year of Mercy and always.

Advent talk with
Sr. Faustina, Dec. 9th

Pictures with Santa
Sunday, Dec. 6th

Advent is a time to prepare for Christ’s coming and He
desires to come to us, not just on December 25, but every
day of our lives. Sister will explore these “comings of
Christ” and how we can best prepare for them. This talk
will help us open our hearts to God’s grace this Christmas
Season and every season henceforward.
Talk to be held in the
school gym starting at
6:30pm.
Sr. Faustina
IHM is a religion teacher
at Bishop Carrol and our
regular catechist for high
school youth ministry.

"Forgiveness will unleash a
power in your life that is
underrated, often ignored. It
is underrated mainly because
it is underused. We fail to
capture the power of forgiveness because we are
afraid of it, because we have
grown comfortable in our
familiar wounds, or because
we are sinfully stubborn. But
the power is there waiting
for us."

Every family attending a Christmas Mass at St. Mary will
receive as a gift from the parish this inspiring book. If
you know you will be traveling during Christmas but
would still like a book please stop by the church office
before Christmas. This is St. Mary’s 3rd year of this
tradition.

Following each of the
Sunday morning Masses
professional pictures (taken
by Red Room Studios) with
Santa will be available in
the Parish Center. This is
an annual fundraiser for our
CYM group. Proceeds go
towards
the
Adopt-AFamily project. Come out
and have you and your
family’s picture with the big
man in red!

4 December 2015
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8 Ways To Make Your Advent More Christ-Centered
By: Charisse Tierney
St. Mary Church is a welcome respite during the
Advent season. Peaceful. Uncluttered. One, simple
wreath of candles. Room to breathe. Jesus. This is how
Advent should be. Not the harried, stressed, consumerist
mentality that lies just outside the stained glass windows.
Advent is the emptiness that lies within. It is the
expectation that awaits the fullness of a miracle.
Advent is meant to be a time of fasting, prayer,
and reflection as we prepare for the birth of our King. But
how can we maintain a little of our church’s peacefulness
as we go about our lives during this busy time of year?
Here are eight ideas to help you have a more Christcentered Advent:
Get your shopping done early.
Exchanging gifts reminds us of the gifts Jesus received on
the day of His birth. They are a gesture of Christ-like love
toward one another. But finishing as much Christmas
shopping as possible early on in the Advent season will
prevent a consumerist culture from consuming you.
Hold off on the decorations.
Start Advent with an Advent wreath and a simple, bare
nativity stable. Don’t cut your tree until a few days before
Christmas. Gradually add decorations throughout the
Advent season, or have a family tree-trimming/decorating
party on Christmas Eve--the day before the Christmas
season actually starts.
Count down the days with a Jesse Tree.
A Jesse Tree moves through Jesus’ ancestry with Bible
stories and symbols. Children love adding Jesse Tree
ornaments to a special tree or wall hanging, knowing that
with each one added, the big day is drawing nearer. (see
holyheroes.com for downloadable Jesse Tree ornaments.)

Instead of Elf on the Shelf, try this.
Each morning, have your children look for the three wise
men as they make their way around your house toward
your nativity scene. Pose them playing with your
children’s toys, exploring your pantry, or doing other fun
things. The fun doesn’t stop until we’ve completed the
twelve days of Christmas on Epiphany.
Celebrate St. Nicholas’ feast day.
December 6 can become a fun family tradition as your
children wake to find their shoes filled with candy or small
toys. And, it highlights the real St. Nick--a model of
holiness for us all. (see stnicholascenter.org for ideas.)
Celebrate Guadete Sunday.
Better known as “the Sunday that Father wears pink, and
we get to light the pink candle” around our household,
Guadete Sunday is celebrated on the third Sunday of
Advent. The rose colored vestments are a sign of
encouragement, a reminder that we’re “almost there” as
we continue on through the penitential season of Advent.
The Latin “Guadete” comes from the entrance antiphon for
that Sunday that reminds us to “rejoice”. Do something
special with your family, and remember to focus on the
source of true joy during this season.
Recite the “O Antiphons”.
The anticipation intensifies during the last week before
Christmas. Recite the “O Antiphons” as a family each
evening from December 17-23, just as the Church has
been doing since at least the eighth century. (See below)
Allow yourself to be drawn into the many ways God has
shown mercy throughout salvation history, and increase
your longing for His arrival on Christmas Day.
Take advantage of what your own parish has to offer.
In addition to this list, there are several opportunities
available at our own St. Mary parish to deepen your
Advent experience: see p. 2 & 3 of this newsletter.
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“I just love women who are becoming more and
more fully realized as they mature. Just as Mary is a
manifestation of what the Holy Spirit is doing in the world,
women answering His call are showing us His glory. It’s
such a pleasure to have something to give to women,
knowing they are multiplying out into the world all that
comes their way.” Charlotte Ostermann
This sentiment is the feature of Charlotte’s
upcoming women’s retreat presentation, “The Holy Spirit
Wants YOU!” Her three talks will include “The Holy
Spirit Wants You BEAUTIFUL!”, “The Holy Spirit Wants
you EFFECTIVE!” and “The Holy Spirit Wants You
POWERFUL!”.
In addition to Charlotte’s presentation, the retreat
will feature a wine and hors d’Oeuvres social Friday
evening, breakfast Saturday morning and a very special
Taize session with confession before lunch.
“We hope you come and enjoy learning more about how
special you are as a woman of Christ,” said Jessica Stucky,
planning committee member. “This is also an
extraordinary opportunity to strengthen the bonds of
friendship with the very women with which we worship.”
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Charlotte Ostermann is a Catholic convert, freelance
writer and editor, homemaker, poet, humorist, veteran
educator, and spiritual mentor.
Her book, Souls at Rest: An Exploration of the
Eucharistic Sabbath, has received the Catholic Writers
Guild Seal of Approval, and the enthusiastic
recommendation of her priests, spiritual director, and
others. The second edition of Souls at Rest was published
by Angelico Press in the fall of 2014. Its sequel, Souls at
Work: An Invitation to Freedom, is now available through
Angelico, and via Amazon.com. The Catholic Truth
Society published her booklet, Making Sunday Special in
2013.
Charlotte lives with her husband, Russ, and four of
their eight children on a ‘farm wannabe’ north of
Lawrence, Kansas. She sings in the Sursum Corda
Polyphony Ensemble and at her home church, the St.
Lawrence Catholic Campus Center. She’s a founding
member of the Catholic Creatives Salon and the
Contemporary Religious Artists Association. She is a
member of and spiritual mentor with the Family of the
Apostles of the Interior Life, in Kansas City, Kansas.
Charlotte has spoken for home educators,
women’s retreats, moms groups, C.S. Lewis Conferences
and more. She is thrilled to come and meet the women of
Harvey county and help them grow in their Catholic faith.
Watch the bulletin for the registration form.

6 December 2015
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The Blessing of

COMMUNITY
Coming together to build a dream

Over 85 school, church and community volunteers
gathered on an unseasonably warm Saturday, beating
sunrise and outlasting sunset to refurbish the St Mary
Catholic School playground on November 7, after months
of planning and years of dreaming. The team installed a
new multilevel play structure, purchased with donations
and a Let’s Play Community Construction Grant presented
by KaBoom! and Dr Pepper Snapple Group. Students and
other children had their first opportunity to provide their
approval on November 12th, after the grounds passed
installation and safety inspections.

In addition to a new play structure, volunteers
installed a canopy for outdoor learning and shade; spread
400 cubic yards of mulch to provide ADA accessible
ground surfacing; and updated existing equipment with
fresh paint so all equipment matches the school colors. A
certified playground installer supervised proper installation
and safety.
Local businesses volunteered their services,
products and employees to ensure a successful project
within budget. “One local company relieved a major
expense when they delivered the structure from Wisconsin,

and another company brought
over 20 volunteers to build day
as its community service project.
“It is an example of true
volunteerism
in
Newton,
Kansas,” said Philip Stutey, St
Mary
School
principal.
Volunteers filled many roles.
While some worked on the
structure and grounds, others
kept everyone energized with
meals and snacks; and others cared for the children of
hardworking volunteers. The children’s choir even sang
towards the end of the day to keep everyone’s spirits high!
Those who devoted their Saturday enjoyed it even
if it they worked hard and beyond scheduled completion.
“I’m filthy and will be really sore tomorrow, but the job we
did today is going to benefit an entire generation of
children in our community, and that makes it all worth it,”
said Scott Oden, St Mary School parent and father of three
children. A community blessing ceremony was held after
the 10:30am Mass on Sunday, Nov. 15th. The playground
is open to the community after school and on weekends.
Families are encouraged to enjoy the picnic area under the
shade structure and enjoy family time together.

IN HIM ALONE IS OUR HOPE
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8th Grade Pilgrimage
By, SMCS 8th grader: April Vidacs
The 8th Grade class pilgrimage began with a
long drive into the desolate Pilsen, Kansas, home of
Chaplain Emil Kapaun. The students entered the
magnificent church where Emil Kapaun spent a
large amount of his youth. Many stories were told
about his life. Students were surprised to hear that
even before entering the seminary, Emil was deeply
devoted to God. After a short lunch, the class
ventured into the Father Emil Kapaun museum. The
museum held many of his belongings. It was very The SMCS 8th grade class, Fr. Voelker & teacher Deb Henning
easy to see how close Emil Kapaun was to people’s hearts. The group was told stories of people who traveled across the
country just to deliver gifts to the church. They were also told of the acclaimed miracles that occurred through his
intercession. After touring the museum, the 8th grade ended their day with Mass, half of which was said in Latin. The entire
day helped the students realize Chaplain Emil Kapaun’s holiness. They all agreed that this tradition should continue for the
future 8th grade classes.

8 December 2015
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The Van Zelfdens - Living our Faith, Trusting God
In September of 2014, Clare Van Zelfden’s life changed
forever. Her head began to pound with pain, and her neck
gradually became weaker. Multiple tests revealed nothing,
and Clare lived with the mysterious pain for seven months.
In April of 2015, an MRI indicated cancer of the neck, but
upon traveling to Houston, Texas for treatment, specialists
discovered Clare actually had a benign giant cell tumor of
the bone. The tumor had eaten away her top two vertebrae
and part of her skull. Doctors fitted Clare with a halo
brace to keep her spine and neck straight and connected.
After six months, the tumor had shrunk enough to have the
halo removed. In November of 2015, she had a five-hour
surgery to remove the halo and insert an internal fixation
into her neck. The tumor is expected to remain for at least
another six to twelve months as Clare continues treatment
to shrink it. The prayer now is that the tumor will shrink
enough to be safely removed, or remain harmless and
dormant. Through all of this, Clare’s family has questioned
and grieved over their struggles, but they have also
rejoiced and given thanks for the many blessings they have
received. Here is a glimpse into their faith journey, written
by Clare’s mom, Kathy.
“The Lord is close to those who have suffered
disappointment. He saves those who are discouraged.”
Psalm 34:18
“I’m mad at God.” Clare looked at me, clearly
shaken by my strong words. It was too much. Watching
my child suffer through intense pain.
Seeing the
frustration of the doctors as they guessed at the source of
her pain. Trying to explain to my other children why we
couldn’t help Clare. I was tired of wondering “why?”, and
my faith was struggling beneath the weight of this cross.
Seeing Clare’s concern, I quickly added, “He’s
okay with my being mad. And just because I’m mad at
Him, doesn’t mean I don’t still trust Him.”
Over the past 14 months, our family has prayed
Rosaries and Divine Mercy chaplets, used prayer cloths
and holy water, received special blessings and anointing of
the sick from parish priests, including two priests on the
Father Kapaun walk, prayed for St. John Paul the Great’s
intercession, prayed with the Benedict cross, used Padre
Pio holy oil, and had Masses said to seek God’s guidance
and healing. Fr. Jim and the parish offered special
intercessory prayers to Father Kapaun, and Fr. Voelker has
been praying with us since his first day at St. Mary’s.
All of these prayers penetrated our darkest
moments through encouragement from our family, parish,
community, neighbors, 4 H clubs, friends, and scripture.
While at a prayer service, an elderly lady shared that her
son had a chronic illness when he was young and was “just

fine now.” A parish family took us out to eat after Mass.
Families sent cards of encouragement, gift cards, and care
packages. Fr. Jim offered support and urged us to trust that
God would care for us whether we were healthy or not. A
co-worker texted Proverbs 3:5-6 when I needed it most:
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on
your own understandings. In all your ways be mindful of
him, and he will make straight your paths.”
Living your faith is much harder than saying you
have faith. The Bible is full of people suffering for God’s
sake--trusting in God does not mean you will have an easy
life. And, so, my anger has given way to openness. I am
trying to learn what God may be asking of me. I have
learned that asking “why us?” or “why isn’t Clare given a
miracle?” is part of the grieving process. Accepting the
pain has been freeing. God has remained faithful to us
even without answers. For all who are living or supporting
someone with a chronic illness, do “Trust in the Lord with
All of Your Heart” especially when answers don’t seem to
come.
The Van Zelfden family greatly appreciates the
prayers and support of the parishioners of Saint Mary
parish, especially the Mom’s Group and all those who
have sent cards, love, and money.
Clare enjoys
just being a
teenager, does
not want any
special
treatment, but
hopes her story
can bring hope
to others.

The Van Zelfden family praying together at the Relics
display in January 2014, before the headaches began

IN HIM ALONE IS OUR HOPE
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Building Projects Update
In addition to the new playground there has been lots of work
on several projects around campus this summer and fall.

New Bleachers installed in the School Gym last June
purchased with money raised from the school auction.

Parking Lot resurfaced and repainted. The basketball
blacktop by 9th street will also be resurfaced now that
the playground is complete. (notice old playground)

Remodeled Church Office & Rectory was completed
in September. This was long overdue as in at least the
past 10 years nothing was done. Office spaces have
been reconfigured making for a new conference room.
All interior walls were painted and now have many
beautiful works of art from Fr. Voelker’s collection.
A New Roof, Gutters &
brick repair was done on the
Parish Center. Insurance was
able to cover some of the cost
as damage was done from
last spring’s wind storm.
While the lift was here the
Mary statue in front was
power washed.

Despite the fact we made Father a carport for his first day, he
decided to get a slightly more permanent one installed in November.

the BIG 4 0
In October we helped Fr.
Voelker celebrate this
milestone birthday. Later in
the month he showed up at
the SMCS fun night in a
radical costume, reminding
us not to take life too
seriously and remember to
have some FUN!

10 December 2015
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A Passion for
By: Carolin Moore Statues

BEFORE

AFTER

Earlier this fall, 4 of our statues where restored,
thanks to the fund raising efforts of our Altar Society. The
artist who visited our parish for 2 weeks has a passion for
restoring the beauty of our faith in statues!
Refurbishing, refreshing, renewing, restoring.
This is the occupation of Dolores Patterson of Wiley,
Texas. She is a third generation ecclesiastical statuary
artist who works almost exclusively for Catholic churches.
A visit to her brother, Clyde Phillips of Hutchinson, (who
helped redecorate St. Mary in the late 1970's) resulted in
her renewing four of our statues – St. Jude, St. Anthony,
St. Patrick and St. Boniface.
The statues were painted in wood tones in the late
1970's and had lost their color over time. As a statuary
artist, Dolores is able to use a variety of styles such as
European which has a heavy coloring, Florentine which is
mostly gold, pastels, and traditional medium. Our four
refurbished statues are now finished with the traditional
medium effect.

The hardest part of her job is the setting up on the
premises and the preparation work. Her favorite part is the
actual art work and of course the completion of a beautiful
statue. The paint colors can not be purchased as Dolores
mixes her own colors.
Dolores states that currently when someone enters
St. Mary, their eyes go up to the painted murals as the
colors of the statues near the altar are washed-out. When
the statues in the front are refurbished, “there will be a
color balance – a coming together of the statues with the
paintings.” The Altar Society's fund raising goal is to be
able to restore the four front statues after the first of the
year. Donations to this project are greatly appreciated.
Hopefully, the stations of the cross can eventually be
renewed as well.
Artists are needed in the statuary restoration line
of work. According to Dolores, “It is an open field and a
calling that a person must enjoy.”

Bazaar Success!
By: Kathleen Morris, Altar Society President
Our 2015 annual St. Mary’s Altar Society Turkey
Dinner & Bazaar was a huge success due to our generous
and supportive parish family. We served dinner to over
500, and even though the end totals are not in yet, we
netted close to $7,000.00 which brings us closer to our
goal of restoring the 4 front statues in church. Yeah!
I want to thank our parish children, teachers and
parents for their dedicated efforts each year assembling the
creative and beautiful auction baskets. We made $546.00
on the basket silent auction! I also want to thank all the
men, women and children who worked tirelessly for 5 days
preparing for and working the day of the bazaar. We are so
grateful for the fantastic and giving parish family we have.
A big thank you for the following parishioners for
their donations to our raffle and quilt silent auction:
Gerald & Leona Rogers, Phyllis Prouty, Bob & Sharon
McCall, Marv & Carol Kratky, Leroy & Susan Koehn of
Koehn’s Painting, Kyle Keintz of Kyle’s Auto, Jeremy &
Morgan Kaufman, the ladies of our parish who purchased
the rocker from Cracker Barrel in memory of Audrey
Schwardts, Mike Rohr from Rohr’s Jewelry, Marietta

Graham, Bernice Martling, Rip & Lorie Riopel, Doug
Bruggeman, Chisholm Trail True Value, Roger Gillespie of
Gillespie’s Meat Market, Mary Alice Schaeffer, Flo Rahn,
Wendy Hoffman, Ellen Mick, Betty Lanzrath, Gary
Gronau, and our Little Flowers for distributing our fliers
around town. If I have forgotten
anyone I apologize.
It has been an honor and a
privilege to be president of St. Mary’s
Altar Society and working with ladies
who are so dedicated, supportive and
hard working. I look forward to
supporting and working under the Everyone helps!
guidance of our 2016 officers, Kathy Chouinard, President,
Wendy Hoffman, 1st Vice-President, Lisa Schmitt, 2nd
Vice President, Diane Schultz, Treasurer, and Penny
McNeill, Secretary. Thank you again, and God Bless!

IN HIM ALONE IS OUR HOPE
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New Year’s Resolutions:
Will Yours Set The World
On Fire? By: Elizabeth O’Halloran
As the final days of December tick by and my
family eases back into our normal routine after all of the
Christmas excitement, I usually find myself reminiscing
over the year coming to a close and all of the changes that
it brought. I also start thinking excitedly about what the
next year, the next chapter in my life, might have in store.
It’s a blank page, a clean slate. What can I do to make it
the best year yet?
Enter the ever-popular New Year’s resolution.
Lose ten pounds. Train for a marathon. Cut a bad habit.
We’ve all heard of them and maybe even tried a few. I
think trying to better ourselves through New Year’s
resolutions is a great idea, but how often do we choose
resolutions that are really going to help us improve? And
improve according to whose standards?
“Be who God meant you to be, and you will set
the world on fire.” I was in college when I first heard this
quote from St. Catherine of Siena. It really struck me then
because, like most college students, I was trying to figure
out what my future had in store and who God wanted me
to be. Fast forward a few years, and here I am trying to
live God’s will for my life as a wife and mother, but I often
feel that I am coming up short when it comes to “setting
the world on fire.” I know that I am all too often not the
wife and mother that God meant me to be.

Surely God meant for me to have more patience
with my eighteen-month-old who is learning to talk but
resorts to a demanding “Mama! Mama!” more often than I
would like. Surely God meant for me to listen more
attentively to my three-year-old’s wild tales. Surely God
meant for me to spend more time in the evenings after the
kids are in bed talking and laughing with my husband and
less time playing catch-up.
“To become who God created me to be” - it’s my
daily prayer, and it’s my New Year’s resolution that I hope
to attain through small but meaningful changes throughout
my day-to-day life. Training for a marathon and losing
weight and all of
the other popular
New
Ye a r ’s
resolutions
absolutely
have
their place, and
maybe those are
the things I will
need next year or
the year after that,
but this year I want
Chris, Elizabeth, Natalie & Max
to set goals that
meet me where I am in my life right now as a young wife
and mother. I want to make small changes so that I become
a better version of myself. I want the person I am going to
be tomorrow to be a little better than the person I am
today. I want to slowly progress toward being who God
meant me to be, so that, one day, as St. Catherine of Siena
said, I can “set the world on fire”.

New Year’s Eve Party at
Our Lady of Guadalupe

Brandt of Casting Nets
Casting Nets Tony
Ministry presents a talk to
Parish Mission JHon students
Oct. 14th

This New Year’s Eve, consider joining our sister
parish in bringing in 2016! Featuring live music and a
fun atmosphere for all. Held in the parish hall of OLG.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Dance from 9pm - 1am
Doors open at 7pm
$25 single - $40 couple
(includes bottle of champagne)
Pop & Cash Bar available
No coolers allowed
Contact Cindy Reyes for reservations at
316-217-1166

On Nov. 8th the Hesston College Bel Canto Singers sang
at the 10:30 Mass. Watch at youtube.com/stmarynewton

UPCOMING EVENTS
DECEMBER
2,9, 16 - Holy Hour of Mercy
6 - Pictures with Santa
8 - Immaculate Conception
9 - Sr. Faustina Advent talk
13 - Penance Service @ OLG
25 - Christmas
31 - New Year’s Eve @ OLG
JANUARY
1 - Mary, Mother of God
16 - NFP series starts
29,30 - Women’s Retreat
31 - Catholic Schools week
FEBRUARY
2 - VIRTUS training
10 - Ash Wednesday
12 - Stations of the Cross
20 - Parish Dinner

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th St.
Newton, KS

7 CYM students and activity leaders, Bill & Carrie Weber traveled to
Indianapolis from Nov. 18-22 for the Bi-Annual National Catholic Youth
Conference. Estimated attendance was 23,000 high school youth!!
This newsletter is published quarterly by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. The next issue is scheduled to be
printed on March 1st. The deadline for submitting is Feb. 15th. To submit articles, photos or story ideas, contact Rob
Tierney, Coordinator of Parish Ministries at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org Do you have a talent
that could help the newsletter? Writer, Photographer, Editor or Design? We would love to have YOU in our next issue!
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