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Starts September 18th
Find the answers to life’s most important questions.
Develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Read more on p. 4 & 5

The Stewardship Council will be hosting an “Oktoberfest”
themed Parish Picnic on Sunday October 16th. Carrying
on the great tradition of the St. Mary Parish Picnic for the
3rd year in a row in a new and fun way! - p.7

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Letter from Fr. Voelker - p. 2
NEW PARISH WEBSITE! - p. 3
Financial Report - p. 6
Building Campaign Update - p. 7
Joseph Mick shares about World Youth Day - p. 8
SVdP Golf Tournament - p.9
NEW Fall Festive Fair, Nov. 6th - p. 10
Published Authors in our Parish - p. 10
Pictures from a memorable summer - p. 11
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IN HIM ALONE IS OUR HOPE
“THE LORD WHO REFORMS US
Excerpt from “In Him Alone is our Hope”
by Pope Francis
“When, in the Spiritual Exercises (149-157), Saint
Ignatius places before us these three groups of
persons, or “classes of men” as he calls them, he is
offering more than mere examples of three
spiritual attitudes.
As a brilliant strategist of the Kingdom, (St.)
Ignatius knows very well that “only the kingdom is
absolute and it makes everything else relative.” In
fact, “the kingdom of God...is so important that, by
comparison, everything else becomes ‘the rest,’
which is ‘given in addition’ [cf. Mt 6:33]” (E.N., 8).

Three groups of People
Part III on St. Ignatius of Loyola. “The Spiritual
Exercises.”
In our last news letter we spoke about the
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola and
The Standard of Christ, which is built by Poverty,
Humility and Service. How am I called to be poor
as Christ is poor?
To learn how to be poor as Christ is poor by our
RADICAL allegiance to Christ and His Church we
will now turn our attention to the next Spiritual
Exercise called “Three Groups of People”.
“MEDITATION ON THE GROUPS OF PEOPLE”
~ Excerpt from St. Ignatius of Loyola.
“The Spiritual Exercises.” Adapted
by Fr. Richard Tomasek SJ.
Group 1) “Wishbone” I would like to, but I just
can never find the time… (Attachments like work,
over commitment to sports, etc.)
Group 2) “Jawbone” I have heard your
inivitation BUT let me tell you what I will do
instead… (Attachments like people pleasing along
with work and over commitment to sports, etc)
Group 3) “Backbone”
Speak Lord, your servant is listening… 1st Sam. 3.
Whatever Christ is asking of me to do for him
and his Standard…

He knows that the Lord demands of us “a total
interior renewal which the Gospel calls metanoia;
it is a radical conversion, a profound change of
mind and heart [cf. Mt 4:17]” (E.N.,10).
Saint Ignatius is also keenly aware that Jesus’
“words reveal the secret of God, his plan and his
promise, and thereby change the heart of man and
his destiny” (E.N., 11). Thus, by placing us before
the radicality of the message of Jesus …”
This radicality, metanoia, an on-going conversion
is the real change in our lives and how the Holy
Spirit leads us to be a BACKBONE for Christ and
his Gospel…
This radicality or Backbone is what the Holy Spirit
is calling our children to who are receiving the
Sacrament of Confirmation in May of 2017.
May the Spirit lead us and ENLIVEN US TO
LIVE OUR Catholic Faith (the BACKBONE,
radicality for the Standard of Christ) with
FIRE,
Love and
Mercy.
God Love you…
Fr. Voelker

Fr. Voelker will lead a group of 17 on a pilgrimage to Rome, Italy! They will be leaving in early
November and will visit the Vatican and many other important sites. Please keep them in your
prayers and look for updates on their trip at facebook.com/StMaryNewton and stmarynewton.org
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Our NEW “Virtual Home”
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stmarynewton.org

Dear Parishioners,
An enormous opportunity was put before us this summer - a chance to completely revamp our parish website! We
work with a company called Solutio - a Catholic company run out of Colwich, KS that has been recognized as a leader in
church website design. Several years ago they gave us our very first website. This spring was the time to renew our
contract, and with that renewal came training and support to bring our site up to date. There are many, many new features
and updated content on our site, simply too many to mention in a newsletter article. I will highlight a few here, but really
you just need to go to the site and look around! Please let me know what you think. Your feedback is very valuable.
• To begin with, the website is now mobile compatible. What you see above is
the home screen on a computer, to the left is what it looks like on a phone. It
automatically can detect the size of your screen and adjust accordingly. The
symbol here is called a QR code and people can scan this with their phone and
go directly to our website on a web browser on their phone.
• The large “Shortcut” buttons to the right are some of our most commonly looked at pages.
Having this ease of access will help keep people coming back to easily find what they are
looking for. The Photo Gallery is a lot of fun and will be updated often with recent events.
• Evangelization is extremely important with this site. In addition to giving up to date
content, the entire site is intentionally designed to help us all along our faith journeys.
• Livestream. This is an exciting new ministry which will soon become a reality. With very
little cost for initial setup of hardware we will be able to have our 10:30 Mass, Formation
Classes, Special events, etc. live on our website to watch! After a Livestream broadcast it
will become archived for future views.
• Almost all of our ministries now have their own websites, within our website. Ministry
leaders can post documents, pictures, links, etc. now done in a timely manner, because…
• Help! Yes, fantastic help! My son Owen, a 7th grader st SMCS, has been learning right
along side with me this summer. We are excited to train others in how to keep this site
growing as well as bringing the school website up to date. Again I appreciate any feedback
we can get. Thank you for taking the time to check it out! - Rob Tierney, Pastoral Assistant
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COME AND GET CONNECTED

DISCOVERING CHRIST
SUNDAYS AT 12:00 PM FROM SEPT 18 TO OCT 30
Please join us at the St. Mary Gym for Discovering Christ. Enjoy a free dinner, listen to a dynamic
teaching and join in a small group discussion about the meaning of life in Jesus Christ. Discovering
Christ is a seven-week series that begins Sunday, September 18th from noon - 2:30pm. There is also
a life-changing retreat on Sat, October 22nd. Free childcare will be provided.

We invite you to watch a Discovering Christ video, listen to testimonials
and learn more about the course by visiting our new St. Mary Website at:

stmarynewton.org/christlife
This course is designed for you to revitalize your faith or to bring your friends and family
who have been away from the church and are open to exploring the meaning of life in Jesus Christ.
Discovering Christ was developed by ChristLife, a Catholic ministry in the Archdiocese of Baltimore.
It was introduced into the Wichita Diocese last year. We are thrilled to join this growing mission to Evangelize!

REGISTRATION FORM / RETURN TO THE PARISH OFFICE, EMAIL TO RTIERNEY@STMARYNEWTON.ORG
or Register online at: stmarynewton.org/christlife
NAME(S): _____________________________________________________
EMAIL: _______________________________________

AGE: _________

PHONE: _______________________

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS: ________________________________________________________
CHILDCARE (list names and ages): ________________________________________________
PREFERRED SESSION BUDDY -___________________________________________________
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LUNCH MENU
Session 1 - Sept. 18

Spaghetti and
Meatsauce
Garlic Bread
Italian Salad

Each Discovering Christ session begins with a
meal. This is not your ordinary parish pot luck!
We have a talented Dinner Team who is thrilled to
prepare an interesting and delicious menu.
Together with our Hospitality Team you will enjoy
a fine dining experience complete with coffee and
dessert. Enjoy an experience you will not forget!
Session 2 - Sept. 25

Chili

Cornbread
Green Salad

Session 3 - Oct. 2

Session 4 - Oct. 9

Pork Loin

Mexican Enchiladas

Roast Root Vegetables
(Sweet Potatoes/Onion/
Carrot/Potatoes)
Green vegetable/salad

Black bean/corn salad
Green Salad

Session 5 - Oct. 16

RETREAT - Oct. 22

Beef and
Broccoli Stir Fry
Rice
Asian Salad

Soup &

(Minestrone/Chicken Noodle
and French Onion)

Sandwiches

(Grilled Cheese/Deli Meat and BLT)

Spinach Salad

Session 6 - Oct. 23

Pulled pork
Sandwiches

Coleslaw/Broccoli Salad
Potato Salad
Baked Beans

September 2016 5

Session 7 - Oct. 30

Chicken Divan
Egg Noodles
Green Salad

KIDS MEALS! Lunch will also be provided for children in the Childcare program.
Menu choices include: Pizza, Mac-n-cheese, Chicken Nuggets, Hot Dogs, or a kidsized portion of the adult meal. (healthy sides and drinks will also be included)
Menu subject to change, Dietary substitutions available upon request. Donations accepted.
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Financial Report 2015-16
Fiscal Year Receipts:
Regular Weekend Collections - $789,087
Special Collections - $58,764
Bequests - $37,315
Dillons Community Rewards - $7,906
Gifts - $1,803
Other - $136,361
TOTAL - $1,031,236
Fiscal Year Expenses:
School - $494,904
Personnel - $192,995
Stewardship - $86,824
Facilities - $66,532
Programs - $31,233
Other - $163,410
TOTAL - $1,035,898

DEFICIT - ($4,662)
The Bi-Parish Finance Council works together to ensure that
the spirit of cooperation, communication, and transparency
continues so that both parishes fully understand the level of
support required for the schools and the resulting impact that
it has on the financial results of both parishes. Working
together in such a manner will ensure the Catholic education
in Newton thrives for generations to come.
St. Mary School Actual Costs per Student - $4,188
July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016
Number of Students - 177 total

Subsidy Paid per Budget - $707,707 total

St. Mary - $461,612
Our Lady - $228,595
Other - $17,500

St. Mary - 94
Our Lady - 75
Other - 8

St. Mary School Projected Costs per Student - $4,086
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017
Number of Students - 174 total
St. Mary - 97
Our Lady - 70
Other - 7

Subsidy Paid per Budget - $710,988 total
St. Mary - $463,350
Our Lady - $230,138
Other - $17,500
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St. Mary Parish Picnic
Sunday, Oct. 16th
The Stewardship Council will host our 3rd annual parish picnic on Sunday, October 16th from 3-7pm. This year, instead
of going toCamp Hawk, we will host the event right here in the St. Mary Parking lot outside of the Parish Center. We
hope this location makes it more accessible for all to attend. The 1st floor rooms of the parish center will all be open for
indoor seating, including the new children’s room for families with young children. Fun games for children will be
offered, musical entertainment, and German Bratwurst and Hot Dogs will be provided while asking for families to bring
sides and desserts. Beer will be allowed, church guidelines for alcohol consumption and supervision will be observed.
As a Stewardship Council we recognize that Hospitality is the doorway into the
Stewardship Way of Life, leading us into more participation of the other 3 pillars of
Prayer, Formation and Service. We hope this will be a fun event for all to simply
come and enjoy our beautiful parish family community!
Look for more information in the church bulletin and sign-up sheets to come.

Stewarding our Gifts
This year’s Stewardship Renewal theme is “Stewarding our Gifts - Go in peace,
glorifying the Lord by your life.” The poster is depicting the hands of a priest
offering the most precious gift of all - the Eucharist. Featured at the very center of
the poster, the Eucharist is the center of our lives. The Eucharist, the living bread,
that strengthens and sustains us. It is at Mass where we truly learn the meaning of
Stewardship. We recognize that all that is given to us is gift from God and it is our
purpose to recognize those gifts and in turn share them freely in love of our God and
neighbor. Using our improved website as a new communication tool, we hope to
better connect your gifts with the ministries of St. Mary. Activities incorporating
the theme will focus on the Mass and that most amazing gift that God gave us, his
son Jesus, who suffered and died on a cross so that we might all have eternal life!

Progress on the Campaign!

$80,000 + Roof*

Thanks to several extra-ordinary gifts to the building
campaign and a very timely hail storm we have reached 1/3 of our
goal in the “Led by the Spirit” Building Campaign.
A hail storm on May 26th damaged the rectory, church,
utility shed & parts of the school roof shattering some of the
overhead skylights. It was determined that our insurance will be
able to pay for full replacements for the rectory, church and utility
shed. Repairs on the school have already been finished, patches on
the church and rectory have been made to make it through until
next summer when the rest of the remodeling will be done. No
significant damage was done to the parish center roof as it had been
newly replaced last year.
In addition to the insurance money we have now collected
over $80,000 to pay for the Re-Plaster & Repainting of the interior
of the church. We are so thankful to the extremely generous givers
in our community who have lifted us this far!
Now we set our sights on the $50,000 needed for restoring
the Stations Statues and $120,000 for a new HVAC system in the
Parish Center. One of the AC units in the parish center did go out
this summer and repairs were not made as the cost involved would
be close to a replacement.
If we all put in a little extra, we can accomplish great
things! Designate “Building Campaign” on your offering to have it
applied to the campaign fund.
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A Reflection from
World Youth Day
I had the experience of a
lifetime when I got to go to
World Youth Day in Poland. Our diocesan
group got to stay in the country eleven days.
Our first five days we stayed in Warsaw, which the Poles
call the Phoenix city because of its resurrection after
complete destruction in World War II. My host family was
very kind, and they spoke English quite well, so we got to
talk a lot in the evenings about our countries. We visited
the Old Town, which contained many beautiful churches.
It had every appearance of being several centuries old. We
also visited St. Maximilian Kolbe’s friary, and had Mass
in the chapel where he prayed.
After our stay in Warsaw, we went to stay in a
small mountain town an hour outside Kraków, the location
of World Youth Day events. In Kraków, we visited the
Divine Mercy Shrine, and had some time to pray there.
We later visited Jasna Góra monastery, home of the image
of Our Lady of Czéstochowa, patroness of Poland. We
were privileged to have Mass in the chapel with the
image, in English, celebrated by the archbishop of Kansas
City. One of the more somber parts of our trip was our
visit to Auschwitz. It was a horrifying place, and I could
not help thinking of the Holocaust of abortion in our own
country. Other places we visited include Wadowice,
hometown of John Paul II, and St. Mary church in
Kraków.
For the actual World Youth Day events, we went
to the opening Mass, celebrated by Cardinal Dziwisz,
personal secretary to John Paul II for his entire pontificate.
We had a good spot for the opening Mass, papal
welcoming ceremony, and the Way of the Cross. We were
within maybe four or five hundred meters, close enough to

CYM Fall Activities
For updates, reminders and to see great pictures of the
great things going on, join the CYM Facebook page!
In Facebook, search for:
St. Mary & Our Lady of Guadalupe CYM
It is a closed group, so you will have to ask to join.
Questions, contact: Bill & Carrie Weber - 316-212-0137
• 9/10 - Diocesan Event! LEAD Leadership training @
St. Peter, Schulte, 9am-5:00pm
• 9/11 - Confirmation Meeting @ St. Mary, 7pm
• 10/2 - CYM Hosts Fellowship Donut Sunday after
both 8:30am and 10:30am Masses @ St. Mary

clearly see the Pope’s gestures, but not his face. I got the
chance to meet people from Indonesia, Malawi, Barbados,
and other countries.

Joseph Mick with his new international friends
Saturday night, July 30, was the vigil with Pope
Francis. We slept in a field with all the other pilgrims and
had Sunday Mass in the morning, which is actually
unusual in Poland, where it is normally celebrated in the
evening. Pope Francis had several messages for us
throughout the week, and I will share a few with you. He
asked us, Where is God in a world where children starve,
young people suffer from terrible diseases, refugees
fleeing from war die. In the place they sought safety?
Francis told us this is not a question people can answer,
but when we ask God, He will tell us that these are His
people, the least of our brothers, and that they are where
Christ is in this world. The only thing Francis said in
English was, “Do not be a couch potato!” Finally, there is,
I believe, the message of the Polish saints, as well as the
Polish church in general, this last century: “Do not be
afraid!” and our response, “Jesus, I trust in you!”
•

•
•
•
•

•

10/22 - 10/23- Region 2 Lockin @ St. Mary with trip
to Buhler Corn Maze, meet in Cafeteria @ 7pm til
8am the next morning.
11/11 - Setup for Soup & Chili Challenge!
(Fundraiser) 7pm
11/12 - Soup & Chili Challenge! (Fundraiser) Held in
the St. Mary Gym @ 6:30p
11/20 - Turkey Bowling @ St. Mary, 7pm
12/4 - Pictures with Santa! (Fundraiser for Adopt-AFamily) after both 8:30am and 10:30am Masses @ St.
Mary Parish Center
12/10 - Christmas Party! Ice Skating and Adopt-AFamily present shopping, 6:30pm
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1st Annual

St. Vincent de Paul Golf Tournament
Saturday, October 8, 2016

To benefit those

At the Sand
Creek Station
Golf Course

served by
The Society of
St. Vincent DePaul
Our Lady at Newton, KS

Shotgun Start
at 8:00 am
Lunch Included

REGISTER ONLINE AT: sandcreekgolfclub.com/svdp
ENTRY FEES

Single (we will pair you)
Twosome (we will pair you)
Threesome (we will complete)
Foursome
Meal Only

$100
$200
$300
$400
$15

Donations of any amount
are appreciated.

Mission of SVdP

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
$100 per hole
Will have name (or company logo) on cart screen,
featured in advertising, and recognition on signage.
$500 Hole in One OR Driving Range Sponsor
The above plus 2 entry fees and meal.

For more Information, Contact: tdzander@cox.net 316-640-4236

Our Lady at Newton Conference is a 501c3 tax exempt organization committed to
serving the poor and marginalized of Harvey County. This fiscal year to date we have provided:
over $9000 in rent, over $9500 in utility assistance, over $1300 in food, over $3200 in other
services. We have visited over 115 homes and served over 250 individuals
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Festive Fall Fair - Nov 6
The Festive Fall Fair (formally St. Mary Bazaar)
will be held on Sunday, November 6th. We will have some
OLD, some NEW at this fair. The Bake Bar will be back
with home baked items. We will also have the raffle for
some great items donated by our parishioners and
businesses. Watch the bulletin for a detailed list of items
and information on how to purchase these tickets. The
Twice Sold Christmas Treasures, Homemade Crafts, and
Religious items will be back for your shopping
convenience.
The new things awaiting you will be a new dinner
menu, more vendor booths, Christmas stocking surprises,
new church cookbooks, and Rada knives for you to
purchase.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP PLEASE
CONSIDER THESE:
-- Bake items for our Bake Bar
-- Donate $$ or items for the raffle
-- Use your skills for items in our craft booth
-- Donate new or lightly used Christmas items
-- Help prepare and serve the dinner
We also accept donation in the form of money
if that is more convenient. Thank you for
helping us make this NEW FESTIVE FALL
FAIR a great success.

2 Parish Authors will have books available at the Fair
What do you do when your
husband passes out while riding his
motorcycle--with you on the back?
What do you do when a bee insists
on sharing your helmet—when
you’re driving?
What makes a
middle-aged woman want to learn
to ride a motorcycle—after having a
serious motorcycle wreck?
Found out the answers to all
these questions—and more in Terri
Bockhaus’ new book titled, “It’s all
about the Journey”.
The book
chronicles her mishaps as she learns to ride her own
motorcycle, and many of the funny (and sometimes scary)
things that have happened on some of their trips. She uses
humor and her ability to laugh at herself to promote safe
motorcycling.
If you need a good laugh, (and who
doesn’t?) you’ll love this book. You don’t have to be a
biker to enjoy it.
Terri and her husband Steve were involved in a serious
motorcycle wreck in 2004. During their recovery, they
were introduced to the Goldwing Road Riders Association
(GWRRA), a family friendly organization that promotes
safe motorcycling.
Terri said that she has always enjoyed riding on
motorcycles, but never thought of having her own, let
alone being the only female to ride on an all male
motorcycle drill team. (A motorcycle drill team can be
compared to square-dancing on motorcycles.) She has
always dreamed of having her original writings published.
She hopes that through her love of writing and riding, that
she has brought a glimpse of her passion of both to the
reader.

Terri has been a member of St.
Mary Parish for many years before
she and Steve were married here in
1997.
The books are available now at
Faith and Life Bookstore in
Newton, or Dan’s Cycle in Hesston.
You may also contact the author
personally at tmbockhaus@cox.net,
or call 316-772-6606.
Are you a Catholic mom who
prays for the wisdom and patience to
get through each day? Do you pray
for your children, husband, family
and friends, and sometimes even
yourself? The Catholic Mom’s
Prayer Companion offers a new,
daily resource to make the most of
those few, precious minutes you
have to pause and reflect.
St. Mary parishioner Charisse
Tierney is a contributing author for
this new book of daily reflections.
She has been a blogger for the
award-winning CatholicMom.com
website for the past 3 years. She
also has her own blog focused on
being a Catholic mother and
parenting with the teachings of St.
John Paul II’s “Theology of the
Body”, you can read her at
PavingThePathToPurity.wordpress.com
You can order your copy now through amazon.com
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Bishop Kemme Parish Visit, June 4th & 5th

Bishop has made it a priority to visit every one of the parishes in the Diocese. We were
honored to have him make us his home on the weekend of June 4th & 5th. He celebrated 3
beautiful Masses with Fr. Dan Duling (his assistant and former St. Mary deacon) and Fr.
Voelker. After the 10:30 Mass we all enjoyed a very playful potluck lunch with Bishop!

MANY more pictures, updated often, can be found online on our new parish website - stmarynewton.org

Totus Tuus 2016 - An Amazing Week!

Our biggest turn out ever! 116
1st - 12th graders came out for a fun
week of growing closer to God and
learning about the Catholic faith.

UPCOMING EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
11 - Confirmation Meeting
14 - PSR classes start
17 - Bi-Lingual Virtus Class
9am - Noon @ Parish Center
18 - Discovering Christ begins

Catholic Diocese of Wichita
St Mary Catholic Church
106 E. 8th st.
Newton, KS

OCTOBER
8 - SVdP Golf Tournament
16 - Parish Picnic
22 - CYM Lock-In
29 - SMCS Fun Night
NOVEMEBER
1 - All Saints Day*
6 - Festive Fall Fair
12 - CYM Soup & Chili
Challenge!

After the Corpus Christi
Outdoor Eucharistic Procession

This newsletter is published by and for the parishioners of St. Mary Parish. The next issue is scheduled to be printed on
December 1st. The deadline for submitting is November 15th. To submit articles, photos or story ideas, contact Rob
Tierney at 620-960-5602 or email at rtierney@stmarynewton.org Do you have a talent that could help the newsletter? Writer,
Photographer, Editor or Design? We would love to have YOU in our next issue!

106 E. 8th st., Newton, KS 67114 w (316) 282-0459 + stmarynewton.org + facebook.com/stmarynewton

